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NEWS SUMMARY 


BUILDING OUTPUT in the City of London is approaching 
£300,000 a month, announced the Minister of Works during 
a tour on Tuesday of the principal City building sites. p. 568 


THE SECRETARY, RICS, has replied to the recent comments 
in our columns on the passing of the RICS exams. p. 569 


THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN Institute of Architects is arranging 
a big exhibition of Australian architecture, to be held in this 
country next year p. 569 


THE METROPOLITAN BOROUGHS’ Standing Joint Com- 
mittee are recommending constituent councils to contribute 
towards the cost of fighting a contractor’s claim for payment 
on a quantum meruit basis. p. 589 


AN INTERNATIONAL STUDY-CONFERENCE on modular 
co-ordination is to be held in London next week. p. 593 





ARE WE SOLVING THE HOUSING 
PROBLEM ? 


"THE latest report * from the United Nations on the 
European housing situation presents a somewhat 


gloomy picture. It was, perhaps, to be expected that costs 
and subsidies would be mentioned as posing serious prob- 
lems for the future and that there would be some comment 
on the level of rents in relation to incomes. These prob- 
lems, although grave and perplexing enough, are familiar 
ones and are being widely discussed in this country at least. 
The really disturbing feature of the UN report lies not in 
what it says on these matters, but in its emphasis on the 
extent of the housing shortage that still remains. 


In many European countries, it is true, the number of 
houses per head of the population is now greater than it 
was before the war: that is to say, new housebuilding has 
outstripped the growth in the population and the losses due 
to the war and to other causes. The housing situation is, 
however, less favourable than this fact would suggest. 
“Most of the demand for housing is occasioned by married 
couples and in most west European countries the percent- 
age increase in the number of married couples was con- 
siderably greater than the growth of total population.” In 
other words, there are now more separate families than 
there were before. The serious effect of this factor on the 
housing situation is revealed by the following comment: 

“In the United Kingdom the increase in the number of 
married couples from mid-1937 to mid-1952 is estimated 
to have been noticeably higher than the number of dwellings 
built, less war losses. The rate of dwelling construction was 
higher in the last two years than in the preceding period, 
but even at the end of 1953 it is doubtful whether it was 
more than sufficient to match the increase in the number of 
families; thus no account has been taken of replacement 
needs.” 





* ““ European Housing Progress and Policies in 1953 ’’ (Geneva: United Nations 
Economic and Social Council). 


The effective demand for housing, all over Europe, has 
increased even more than physical needs, owing to higher 
employment, higher real incomes and relatively low con- 
trolled rents. The suggestion has frequently been made 
that the effective demand for houses should be reduced by 
the introduction of a more realistic rent policy. No doubt, 
a sharp reduction in subsidies coupled with rather larger 
increases in private rents than have been so far permitted 
would tend to reduce demand. There is clearly a case (as we 
have often urged) for reducing or even abolishing subsidies, 
and there may well be grounds for permitting a further 
increase in controlled rents, but we should be sorry to see 
these things done for the purpose of reducing the demand 
for houses. The aim of a separate dwelling for each family 
must not be set aside. 

In all the circumstances, it might be considered fortunate 
that in most west European countries the high marriage 
rate has declined somewhat during the last few years. The 
report points out that this trend is likely to continue 
because the number of people of marriageable age is 
decreasing as a result of the small number of births during 
the 1930s. A new wave of marriages is to be ex- 
pected, however, towards the end of the 1960s. So far 
as this country’s housing programmes are concerned, the 
probability of a high marriage rate in, say, twelve to fifteen 
years’ time raises problems which must be faced now. A 
period of twelve to fifteen years will barely be enough for 
many of our older towns and cities to cope with their slum- 
clearance programmes, and it seems desirable that these 
programmes should somehow be speeded up. 

The challenge to the building industry is obvious enough, 
and we would add only one thing. The building pro- 
gramme (which includes much else besides housing) for the 
next two or three generations is likely to be formidable. 
There is no longer any need on the part of anyone in the 
industry for attitudes of mind based on the fear of under- 
employment, and this is just as true for building con- 
tractors as it is for operatives. 


F 
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PROBLEM OF THE OLDER WORKERS 


A FEW months ago the Nuffield Foundation published 
a valuable report, by Mr. F. Le Gros Clark, MA, 
dealing with the later working lives of a body of men who 
had been employed by a single large local authority. A 
second report, entitled “The Working Fitness of Older 
Men,” by the same investigator, just issued, studies the 
fortunes of 315 representative men aged 60 to 66, all 
workers in the building industry—craftsmen, labourers and 
navvies—showing how they have adjusted or wish to 
adjust themselves in their work to the burden of their 
years. The survey was carried out in considerable detail. 
It is particularly interesting to note, at a time when people 
are living longer, and so adding to the non-productive sec- 
tion of the population, that only six out of ninety-seven 
men who were around the pensionable age gave any 
impression that they intended soon to retire, though the 
real number, it is thought, may have been somewhat higher. 
As would be expected, there was a reluctance among 
many of these men to work in bad weather and at high 
levels. Many, too, were found to be “slowing down,” 
mostly to the extent of feeling that they must refuse jobs 
involving an element of speed; while the great majority were 
no longer prepared to travel beyond their home towns in 
search of work. Here, nevertheless, was enough evidence 
to show that men who have reached what has hitherto been 
regarded as a reasonable age for retirement are still able 
and willing to work, though naturally not at their former 
level of productive efficiency. 

The building industry has the advantage that about a 
third of its labour force is more or less regularly engaged 
on repair and maintenance work, and the slower tempo of 
this is an attraction to older men; more than a quarter 
of those interviewed were, in fact, making some effort to 
secure jobs of this kind. They deserve every encourage- 
ment. 


The report is one that will repay study by all employers 
of building labour. We understand that a limited number 
of copies are available, free of charge, on application to the 
Nuffield Foundation, Nuffield Lodge, Regent’s Park, 
London, NWI. 
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NEW WINDOW IN CROYDON CHURCH.—The 
Window, Emmanuel Church, Croham Hurst, South Croydon, 
which has been designed and made by Mr. Alfred L. Wilkinson. 
The use of full colours in the Biblical subjects is supported by 
a coloured border and some delicate grisaille painted upon the 
otherwise clean glass background of rectangles of graded tints 


East 


varying from very pale green to blue at the apex. The effect 


is both colourful and translucent. 








Notes of the Week 


THE MITHRAIC TEMPLE 


"THE decision to preserve the remains 

of the Temple of Mithras and to re- 
build them in the open courtyard, facing 
Queen Victoria-street, of the future 
Bucklersbury House strikes the ordinary 
person as a wise one. To devote 
£500,000 to the temple’s preservation in 
situ would be ridiculous, even (as is most 
unlikely if the public were prepared to 
subscribe the full amount. That the cost 
should fall on public funds is equally un- 
thinkable, particularly when one recalls 
the straits to which the Church is put to 
raise money for the extension of its build- 
ing programme. Restoration at ground 
level where it can readily be seen is, in all 
the circumstances, the right solution, and 
Mr. Bridgland and his fellow directors 
of the Legenland Property Co., Ltd., in- 
deed deserve thanks for their generous 
action in meeting the cost, estimated at 
£10,000, of the demolition and rebuilding 
of the remains, 

The real problem, as we pointed out 
last week, is to make a plan for the 
future. It is more than probable that the 
deep excavation round St. Paul’s will 
bring to light further finds of archaeo- 


logical interest, and it is important that 
excavation should proceed at the earliest 
possible moment; that building owners 
should be expected to continue to meet 
the cost of delay in commencing building 
(or even of insurance against “ the risk ” 
of making archaeological discoveries, as 
it is understood one firm of developers 
has already done) is quite unreasonable. 
Contributions sent to the London Exca- 
vation Council, c/o the London Museum, 
Kensington Palace, W, will enable future 
excavations to proceed in good time. 


CITY BUILDINGS TOUR 


Sites of some of the new buildings 
which will be the principal structures in 
the reconstructed City of London were 
inspected by Sir David Eccles, Minister of 
Works, and Sir Noél Bowater, Lord 
Mayor of London, on Tuesday morning 
(October 5). 


About £23m. of rebuilding work is now 
in progress in the City. This will provide 
about 3,000,000 sq. ft. of office space. 
About 2,000 men are employed on the 
work. A further £13m. has been licensed 
or approved. This is in accordance with 
the policy of allowing developers to start 
on preliminary work with the certainty 
that a bui'ding licence will be granted as 


soon as they are ready to proceed with 
the main structure. 


During the tour of inspection, Sir 
David stated that the present programme 
aimed at an output of about £1lm. of 
building work a month. “ There are,” he 
said, “initial difficulties in large-scale 
building in an area like the City, which 
have to be overcome before this output 
can be reached. For example, traffic 
problems, restricted sites with limited 
access and lack of storage space for 
materials, much excavation and founda- 
tion work, and so on. 

“Despite these difficulties, output is 
now approaching £300,000 worth a 
month. It is anticipated that, with 
increasing mechanisation, a steady output 
of £1m. a month will be achieved.” 


CITY SKYLINE 


Asked his opinion of the changing City 
skyline, Sir David said that, unlike some, 
he was not alarmed at the sight of a few 
tall “ fingers ” of buildings reaching up to 
the sky. He was in favour of more variety 
in the skyline. The lean and athletic 
appearance of some of the proposed new 
buildings expressed a feeling of vigorous 
ness and enterprise which was not sugges 
ted by the old fat, squat buildings that 
spread across much of the City to-day. 
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On the question of car parking, Sir 
David said that in the present programme 
a garage was being built, usually under- 
ground, for every 5,000 sq. ft. of floor 
area provided. The main problem was the 
tremendous extra cost to developers if 
basement parking space was incorporated 
in new buildings. The provision of multi- 
storey surface garages was a matter at 
present under consideration. 

Tuesday’s joint tour by the Minister 
and the Lord Mayor began at Lloyd’s new 
headquarters at Lime-street/Billiter-street 
and ended at the Worshipful Company of 
Salters’ office block at Cannon-street. On 
each site the architect for the building 
and the contractor, as well as key techni- 
cians, were introduced to the visitors. 


TEAMWORK IN BUILDING 


Mr. ARTHUR KENYON, CBE, FRIBA, 
architect for the Lambeth Borough Coun- 
17-acre Hartington-road housing 
scheme, where work is in the early stages, 
is a firm believer of the value of team- 
work in building. With this in mind he 
had the happy idea, last Thursday, of 
throwing a small sherry party at his site 
oilfice for the contractors and sub-con- 
tractors, so that they could get together 
and gain the mutual confidence that is so 
helpful in carrying out the day-to-day 
problems of a large building project. Also 
present, to complete the team, were the 
building owners, in the persons of the 
Mayor of Lambeth and officials of the 
Lambeth Borough Council. Messrs. 
Rice and Son, Ltd., are the main con- 
tractors for the first contract in the 
scheme. 


FLOODLIGHTING THE CITY 


THE LMBA has not been slow to act 
on the suggestion thrown out by the 
Lord Mayor at the Association’s annual 
luncheon in his honour last week, that 
builders working on the reconstruction of 
the City might fleodlight their work on 
November 9, so that guests driving to the 
Lord Mayor’s banquet might see what 
they are doing and wave a greeting to the 
cranes picked out against what we hope 
will be a bright, frosty sky. 

Most of the work in the City is no 
doubt being done by LMBA members, 
and it would be alike a graceful return to 
the Lord Mayor for his practical interest 
in the work of rebuilding and an oppor- 
tunity for the British building industry 
to show off its wares, if they were on this 


occasion to make a joint effort to lighten P 


the dark places on the road to the recon- 
structed Guildhall. 


GOOD CATALOGUES 

THE EXHIBITION of “ 100 Good Cata- 
logues” due to be opened on October 
12 by the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Board of Trade sounds as though it 
should be of interest to the materials and 
plant side of the building industry. 
Organised jointly by the Federation of 
Master Printers and CoID, the exhibition 
will display a final choice winnowed 
from over 1,500 submitted by British 
firms. Although catalogues produced by 
the plant and materials firms have vastly 
improved within recent years there is a 
long way yet to go before content, pre- 
sentation and printing of this form of 
trade literature meet on the same plane, 
as a matter of course. The standards set 
by the forthcoming show, at the British 
Institute of Management headquarters, 8, 
Hill-street. W1, will be closely watched. 
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AUSTRALIAN ARCHITECTURE 


THE POST-WAR YEARS have seen exhibi- 
tions at the RIBA of architecture from 
several European and other foreign 
countries, but there has been nothing to 
record progress in the Commonwealth. 
All the more welcome, therefore, is 
the news that the Royal Australian Insti- 
tute of Architects is arranging a big ex- 
hibition of Australian architecture to be 
held in this country next year at the 
invitation of the RIBA. The president 
of the RAIA, Mr. Weller, has stated that 
the exhibition will include models and 
photographs showing the development of 
Australian architecture from the earliest 
colonial times. 


WARSAW REBUILDS 


INTERNATIONAL politics were forgotten 
last Friday evening at a reception at the 
Polish Embassy to meet Prof. Waclaw 
Ostrowski, Scientific Director of the 
Town Planning Institute, Warsaw, and 
Mr. B. Ciborowski, Chief Town Planner 
of the Committee for Planning and Archi- 
tecture, who have been visiting Britain to 
attend the Congress of the International 
Federation for Housing and Town Plan- 
ning at Edinburgh. 

The Poles seem agreed on one thing, 
that enormous progress has been made in 
the rebuilding of Warsaw. Historic build- 
ings are, apparently, without exception, 
rebuilt exactly as they were before the 
war, and the skilled craftsmanship em- 
ployed is said to be a delight to see. But 
some might have doubts on the wisdom 
of always rebuilding in traditional rather 
than contemporary style. 


COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, OCTOBER ll 
LMBA (NortTH EASTERN AREA).—Annual ladies’ 
festival. Dorchester Hotel, Park-lane. W1. 6.30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12 


BRITISH FEDERATION OF MASTER PRINTERS AND CoID. 
—Opening by Mr. Henry Strauss, Parliamentary Sec- 
retary, Board of Trade, of ‘** 100 Good Catalogues ”’ 
exhibition. British Institute of Management, Hill- 
street, Wl. 12 noon. 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING Society.—Presidential 
address, ‘* Lighting and Electricity Supply,’’ by Mr. 
E. C. Lennox, Royal Institution, Albemarle-street, 
Wi. 6 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION (STUDENTS’ 
TEE).—Forum, ‘*‘ Das Fertighaus.”’ 34, 
square, WCl. 7.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF CLERKS OF WORKS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 
** Stressed Concrete,’’ by Mr. R. F. Galbraith, BSc, 
MiStructE, AMICE. 66, Portland-place, Wl. 6.30 


Como ItT- 
Bedford- 


.m. 

LMBA CENTRAL ArEA No. 1.—Luncheon and annual 
prizegiving. Derry and Tom’s Restaurant, Kensington, 
1 p.m. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14 


RICS.—‘* Survey Operations Overseas,’” by Mr. 
J. W. Wright, MA, FRICS. 12, Great George-street, 
SWI. 5.30 p.m. 

RICS (JUNIOR ORGANISATION).—*‘ Law and Mortar,”’ 
by Mr. R. J. Harvey, BA, LLB. Talbot Resaurant, 
London Wall, EC2. 

THE FACULTY OF ARCHITECTS AND SURVEYORS AND 
THE FACULTY OF SURVEYORS OF ENGLAND.—London 


Branch Cocktail Party. Eversleigh Court Hotel, 
Cromwell-road, SW7. 6.30 p.m. 
INSTITUTION OF SANITARY ENGINEERS. — ‘* Some 


Aspects of Administrative and Establishment Work in 
the Engineer’s Department of a Large Municipal 
Authority,’’ by Mr. J. F. Lyne. Caxton Hall, West- 
minster. 6 p.m. 

THe Moputar Society.—Sir Alfred Bossom, Bt., 
at home to European Productivity 
5, Carlton- 


MP, President, 
Agency Project on Modular Co-ordination. 
gardens, SWI 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15 


BIRMINGHAM AND FIVE COUNTIES ARCHITECTURAL 
ASSOCIATION.—Presidential Address, by Mr. T 
Walker, MA. FRIBA. Royal Birmingham Society of 
Artists Galleries, New-street, Birmingham. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL —ENGINEERS.—Presi- 
dential Address. by Dr. R. W. Birdcage- 
walk, SWI. 5.30 p.m. 


Bailey, 1, 





** Now, who’s on duty at 
the Temple of Mithras?’ 











CORRESPONDENCE 


EXAMINATIONS OF THE RICS 
To the Editor of The Builder 
GiR,—I have read with interest the able 

and well-informed editorial on the 
Intake to Quantity Surveying, which 
appeared in your issue for September 24. 
As you have made reference to the 
examinations of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors, I feel that it is in- 
cumbent upon me to reply. ; 
May I make it clear that the exami- 
nation results in recent years have been 
viewed with concern by the Institution. In 
particular a detailed investigation was 
begun as soon as the results of the 1954 
examinations were known, The down- 
ward trend in the number of successes, 
however, is not peculiar to the RICS 
results. They are in common with the 
experience in other professions during 
the years since 1945. ; 
It is most important to emphasise, 
with all the force at our command, that 
the examinations of the Institution are 
not competitive. Nor are the numbers of 
candidates passing restricted in any way 
whatsoever. The plain and distressing 
fact is that the quality of a number of 
the candidates during the past few years 
has been at a level below that reason- 
ably required by any professional 
society of standing. And it must be re- 
membered that, first and foremost, the 
professions have a duty to the public to 
ensure that competent service is rendered. 
It is unfortunate that the impact of 
such a large number of ex-Service 
candidates has not been fully appre- 
ciated. The Council in 1946, for reasons 
which must commend themselves to all 
patriotic persons, generously allowed — 
as did the governing bodies of other call- 
ings — concessions to ex-Servicemen 
which gave: 

(a) exemption from the academic 
standard required for entry; 

(b) exemption from the First Exami- 
nation; 

(c) a marks concession of 5 per cent., 
both in Intermediate and Final Exami- 
nations; and 

(d) a period of six years from the 
date of their demobilisation, or from 
April 1, 1946, whichever was the later, 
in which.to sit for the examinations 
under these conditions. 
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The concessions, coupled to the 
Government’s Further Education and 
Training Grants, attracted very large 
numbers of young men to surveying and, 
by reason of the great post-war expan- 
sion of the profession to overtake the 
war-time ravages, places were found in 
offices throughout the country for these 
men. It is, of course, well-known that 
there is still a substantial shortage of 
qualified quantity surveyors, and this 
fact should help to discount any impres- 
sion that entry to the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors is in any way 
competitive or restrictive. 

Pending the completion of the current 
investigations (which, of course, cover all 
the aspects of education, training and 
examinations and other relevant matters 
to which you have referred), it would be 
premature to quote any figures to demon- 
strate the average performance of the ex- 
Service intake. It is, however, clear that 
a large proportion of those who are now 
reaching the end of the six years’ con- 
cessionary period are ex-Service candi- 
dates whose educational background and 
practical application do not reach the 
reasonable standard of knowledge and 
proficiency demanded of professional 
men. It should be added that the period 
of studentship is limited to seven years 
and that of probationers to five years. The 
termination of these attachments, rather 
than the failure to pass the examinations, 
is having a steadying effect in the ever- 
increasing membership of this Institution. 
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It is the view of this Institution that 
the chartered surveyor, including the 
chartered quantity surveyor, must have 
both the cultural background and the 
liberal education to which you refer. It 
is to be hoped that the detailed considera- 
tion of the “ case-histories ” of candidates 
will produce both an enlightening and a 
factual answer, covering both the educa- 
tional and training facilities and also the 
quality of the candidates. Moreover, it 
is hoped that the investigation will pro- 
vide a sound basis for future develop- 
ment. 

A. H. KILLIcK, Secretary, RICS. 

12 Great George-street, SW1. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


QiR,—I must apologise for a mis-state- 

ment in my article in your issue of 
August 20 last, which I have noticed in 
looking at the rules of examination again. 
The two-year interval before the Final 
dates from passing the main part of the 
Inter, not the referred subjects. The rule 
as first promulgated in the Journal of 
August, 1951, was later amended. The 
main issue is not affected. 

ARTHUR J. WILLIS [FRICS] 


COMMERCIALISED QUANTITY 
SURVEYORS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The reference to “commercia- 
lised quantity surveyors’ offices” by 
Mr. C. R. Vinycomb in your issue of 
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September 24, exposes a trend in our pro- 
fession which is causing grave concern 


to provincial quantity surveyors through- © 


out the country. 

Several firms with large practices in 
London have in recent years, following 
the “ chain store ’’ system, opened branch 


offices in the provinces, and by various © 


methods, including lavish entertainment 


and high pressure sales talk at local social |) 


functions, not only obtained the work 
which was in the past carried out by the 


local surveyors but, by the offer of ex-/ 


tremely high salaries, which cannot 
possibly be paid out of fees received on 
local work, robbed provincial surveyors 
of their staffs to such an extent that many 


are finding it extremely difficult to remain | 


in practice. One particular London firm 
has increased offers in our locality for 
takers-off during the last three years by 
£500 per annum. We have quite a large 
provincial practice, and most of our staff 
have within the last few months received 
such offers. The practice appears to be 
to engage one member from a local office 
and use him to entice other members. 
Our efforts to retain our staff are now 
causing financial embarrassment, and un- 
less a halt is called to this insane proce- 
dure we will soon have to close down 
our Office. 

Is the elimination of provincial quantity 
surveyors encouraged by the RICS, and 
is it in the best interests of the profession? 
The principals of the London firms con- 
cerned are also influential members of the 
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LMBA LUNCHEON TO THE LORD MAYOR. Seen above are some members and guests at the Luncheon to the Lord 
Mayor of London at the Savoy Hotel on September 28. 
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RICS, so we can expect little sympathy in 
that direction; we can only appeal to them 
to be more unselfish and be satisfied with 
their lucrative London practices. If we 
were losing our work through inefficiency 
we could not grumble, but the principals 
in the smaller provincial offices are able 


v |, to maintain personal supervision of the 
fainment |) 


work which is reflected in the finished 
bill, whereas personal supervision in the 


/ commercialised offices with their large 
| staffs is impossible. 


It is also important 


| te note that only a very small proportion 
of these inflated staffs are experienced 


» quantity surveyors, and effective super- 
» vision of the remainder is therefore im- 


1y |) possible. 
) remain | 


3 








There is no doubt that the present trend 


| is leading to a most noticeable deterioration 


in the standard of work. The average 
assistant in a provincial office is an experi- 
enced “all-rounder” and can really be 
culled a quantity surveyor, but the assistants 
in the commercialised offices are merely 
specialists in windows and doors, internal 
finishings, or some other section or trade. 
With regard to the recent correspondence 
regarding examinations, most employers are 
tuking very little notice of the qualification 
“ ARICS ” or any other similar qualification. 
We find in most cases that newly qualified 
quantity surveyors can only be treated as 
junior assistants, and if they have been 
trained in the commercialised offices, they 
are hopeless in a provincial office, as they 
have little or no knowledge other than the 
particular section or trade in which they 
have had experience. We are placing more 
emphasis on experience, and we think, in 
fairness to the public and employers 
generally, that a degree should not be 
granted until assistants are really experienced 
and capable of complete control of contracts 
without supervision, particularly as they are 
now demanding and being paid by the com- 
mercialised concerns very high salaries as 
soon as they qualify. We doubt whether it 
is possible for an assistant in a commercia- 
lised office ever to reach this state, but it 
would help if some of the examination sub- 
jects not directly related to quantity survey- 
ing were dropped and a more comprehensive 
examination of the main subject adopted. 


We appeal to the big firms in quantity 
surveying to whom we refer to play the game 
and withdraw from the provinces, otherwise 
the elimination of the provincial quantity 
surveyor is possible, in the not too distant 
future. Failing this we suggest that local 
quantity surveyors bring to the notice of 
their clients the disadvantage of concentrat- 
ing so much work in the hands of a few, 
and the dangers of monopoly. In the case 
of local authority work the present state of 
affairs should be brought to the notice of 
local councillors, and if there is not already 
a standing order to the effect that local firms 
shall be given preference, one should be 
adopted without delay. The Ministry of 
Works could also help by revising their rota, 
and by not allocating all their “ plums” to 
comparatively few firms. 


“ LIVE AND LET LIVE.” 


PITE AND THE 
ARCA 


To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR,—In response to your correspon- 

dent’s inquiry (your last issue) permit 
me to record that the sculptured head at 
Burlington Arcade is certainly not a 
caricature of the late Professor Beresford 
Pite, assuming the definition ‘“‘ a distorted 
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representation to produce a _ ludicrous 
effect” is implied. 

While in no way connected with the 
Burlington Arcade design, I claim, as a 
student at South Kensington and with 
other connections, a close personal 
association with the Professor in his later 
years. To those who can recall his 
dynamic and impressive personality, his 
sincere and scholarly approach to archi- 
tectural problems, the idea of a deliberate 
caricature in stone is unthinkable. That 
the graven head is adorned with a beard, 
as a distinguishing masculine attribute, 
may have led masons and _ others 
engaged at the site to a false belief in 
a fancied resemblance, bearing in mind 
the small pointed beard of the architect. 





Left : Sir William Rothenstein’s portrait 
of the late Professor Beresford Pite and 
(right) the sculptured head on the Burlington 
Arcade thought by a correspondent last 


week to be a caricature of Pite. The 
portrait is in the possession of the RIBA. 


The fact that this legend should have 
persisted can be taken as a compliment to 
the influence of one of the most individual 
and learned architects of his day. Cer- 
tainly the unorthodox and whimsical 
frequently dominated his conception, as 
witness his magnificent perspective of a 
“West End Club House,” which gained 
the Soane medallion of 1882. Then, with 
the recollection of his wit and sarcasm, 
invariably merited, in both criticism and 
debate, one is left with the impression 
that less than justice has been accorded in 
subsequent written appreciation to the 
memory of one of our greatest archi- 
tectural teachers. 

W. A. SHERRINGTON [FRIBA, FRICS]. 

Bryony, Keston Park, Kent. 


ARCHITECTURE IN POLAND 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It was with pleasure that I read 
Mr. Braddock’s article on “ Architec- 
ture in Poland,” in your issue of Sep- 
tember 24. However, as an_ assistant 
quantity surveyor I was somewhat dis- 
turbed to read that Polish architects “ are 
not worried by bills of quantities,” imply- 
ing that quantity surveyors do not exist 
in Poland. How delighted many British 
architects must have been to discover that 
somewhere this “ unnecessary evil,” this 
“parasitic influence ”’—the quantity sur- 
veyor has been eliminated. What plea- 
sure it must have given them to conjure 
up visions of quantity surveyors lining up 
at a site, being handed shovels and being 
told to “ start digging, comrades ”! 
I should like to know on what basis 
a National Building Plan is prepared in 
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Poland. To plan a new city, for example, 
the architect must know how much 
material he requires, the size of the labous 
force necessary to carry out the work, and 
a close approximation of the cost. With- 
out this knowledge, the architect may 
surely find the materials supply running 
out, or sufficient material may be avail- 
able with an inadequate labour force, or 
perhaps the financial burden of the plan 
will be more than the State can bear. Is 
not the prime factor in all this accurate 
quantities prepared in advance? Who 
else but a quantity surveyor can provide 


the answers? 
L. C. W. STAPLES. 
c/o Goldington Generating Station, 
Bedford. 


THE OS AND THE CONTRACTOR 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Mr. J. Lester, in your last issue, 
referred to the existence of a pro- 
fessional institution for quantity sur- 
veyors which (your readers are left to 
infer) admits contractors’ quantity sur- 
veyors to membership. It is to be hoped 
that these surveyors have their employ- 
ment regulated with the stringency of the 
RIBA Code of Practice, which—for 
architects—states: that an architect is 
paid by salary and not by commission; 
that he does not solicit orders for the firm 
or company; nor serve as a director of a 
firm engaged in the financing or erection 
of buildings or in estate agency or 
auctioneering. 

Mr. Lester drew the discreet veil of 
anonymity over the identity of his pet 
society. Is it possible also that this society 
is largely managed by a group of build- 
ing contractors’ company directors? 

C. R. VINYCOMB. 

54, Wickstead-avenue, Leagrave, 

Luton. 


BILLS OF QUANTITIES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SR,—The members of this Association 

noted with interest and concern the 
answer given to a question on bills of 
quantities in “ Inquiry Bureau” in your 
issue of July 16 last (page 104). 

We feel that we cannot altogether agree 
with the third part of the answer, particu- 
larly that “the priced Bills must be re- 
garded as the property of the building 
owner whether the tender with which they 
were submitted was successful or not.” 
We would draw your attention to Practice 
Note No. 18 issued by the Joint Contracts 
Tribunal consisting of representatives of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects, 
the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers and the Royal Institu- 
tion of Chartered Surveyors, which is as 
follows: 

“The Tribunal was of the opinion 
that priced Bills of Quantities remain 
the property of the contractor and that 
the payment of a deposit for obtaining 
tender documents did not alter this 
position.” 

We hope that this may correct any 
erroneous impressions your readers may 
have gained from the reply given. 

F. H. ANSETT, President, Maidstone 
and District Association of Building 
Trades Employers. 

5, Granada House, Maidstone, Kent. 


(Correspondence continued on page 582.) 
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ABBEY CHURCH 
HOUSE, BATH 


A Recent Reconstruction 
After War Damage 


Architect 
F. W. BERESFORD SMITH, ARIBA 


HE mansion now known as Abbey 
Church House, Bath, was begun in 
the reign of Henry VII and completed 
about 1570 during the reign of Elizabeth I. 
It was severely damaged during the air 
raids of 1942, and has now been restored 
under the direction of Mr. F. W. Beresford 
Smith, ARIBA, AMTPI, AMIStructE. 
The house was built originally for one 
Edward Clarke, who belonged to an old 
Somerset family and whose arms, elabor- 
ately carved and richly coloured, can be 
seen over the fireplace in the Great Hall. 
From the Clarkes the mansion passed to 
another great family, the Hungerfords, and 
it is said that in the seventeenth century 
Sir Walter Hungerford used the immensely 
long upper room as barracks for the 
retainers of the King’s Party. In those 
days the mansion was known as Hunger- 
ford House, but it changed its name as 
often as it changed hands. Later it was 
known as “‘ Mrs. Savil’s lodgings near the 
Hot Bath,” and it was during this lady’s 
régime that Princess Mary, a daughter of 
George II, stayed there, as did Princess 
Caroline, afterwards Queen of Denmark. 
Alexander Pope was another visitor. 


About this time (1746) John Wood 
described the place as ‘‘ the second best 
house in the city.”’ The court at the 
side, now called Hetling Court, was in 
Wood’s time known as Skrine’s Court. 
One William Hetling, a wine and brandy 
merchant, obtaining possession of the 
premises in the latter half of the eighteenth 
century, the name became Hetling House, 
and the court adjoining, Hetling Court. 
In 1777, Edmund Rack, a man of literary 
and scientific attainments, formed a society 
now known as the Bath and West and 
Southern Counties Society, ‘‘for the 
encouragement of agriculture, arts, manu- 
factures and commerce,’’ which occupied 
Hetling House for many years. Since 
then it has served in turn as a school of 
art, the headquarters of a temperance 
society, a propaganda centre for the 
Mormon Church, a cabinet maker’s work- 
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From a drauing by A. C. Fare, RWA. 


A general view of Abbey Church House, Bath. 


shop, a grocer’s warehouse and an Odd- 
fellows’ hall. "The strange vicissitudes of 
this admirable building, apart from the 


bombing, ended in 1888, when it was ~ 


leased to the church authorities for 
200 years, and after repairs and renova- 
tions took what one imagines will be the 
final name of Abbey Church House. 


The building is sited near one of the 
three hot mineral springs which have 
made Bath famous, and adjacent to St. 
John’s Hospital, which dates from 1180. 
The foundations appear to have formed a 
part of the original Hospital for Lepers, 
founded in 1138 by Robert, Bishop of 
Bath. During the recent reconstruction 
the massive walls of the original structure 
were examined and many fragments of 
Norman work were found. Some of these 
are in the shape of shafts of columns and 





Fireplace in the Great Hall. 


others have the zig-zag enrichments often 
found in the mouldings of Norman 
archways. It is possible that some Of 
these came from the Norman Abbey, 
which could have been used as a quarry 
for the construction of the house, but it 
is probable that they were taken from the 
hospital and re-used. They have now 
been removed to the Abbey cloister and 
add to the material evidence of the history 
of the city. 


The floor levels have been changed 
since the date of the original building. 
The basement was first at meadow level, 
and corbels exist to show the position of a 
floor a few feet below the present North 
Room, adjacent to Hetling Court. The 
remains of a fireplace part way up the 
walls of this room is evidence of a further 
floor level indicating that three floors 
existed formerly where there are now two. 
One of the walls is 7 ft. thick and was at 
one time thought to be solid ; in addition 
to some smal! rooms this has been found 
to contain a flue which measures nearly 
5 ft. across. 


The principal facade with its three 
steep gables faces Westgate Buildings, a 
street which follows the medieval walls. 
The main entrance is beneath the central 
gable, and like the mullioned windows 
has an arched head. A three-storeyed 
bay window adorns the left-hand gable 
and marks the position of the Great Hall 
at first-floor level. 


The left-hand return facade facing 
north to Hetling Court still retains its 
six gables, but the large oriel window and 
three-columned porch shown in Gilmore’s 
Plan of Bath in 1694 have disappeared, 
although evidence of their existence may 
be seen in the masonry. ‘The elevation to 
Westgate Buildings has been restored in 
the Tudor style. All available evidence 
was collected, and chimney stacks, mu!- 
lions, string courses and the Tudor arch 
of the doorway are detailed to conform 
with the building of 1570. 
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Lack of funds has prevented the 
restoration from being continued in so 
complete a manner on the Hetling Court 
elevation, and it has not been possible to 
replace the missing stone mullions of the 
existing windows or to replace the oriel 
window which must have formed a fine 
feature on this side. Carefully propor- 
tioned wooden casements have been 
inserted where necessary to harmonise 
with other work. The nineteenth-cen- 
tury porch has also been left. 


The main entrance of the building gives 
access to a spacious hall with a wide 
staircase leading to the Great Hall at 
irst-floor level. On the right of the main 
entrance is a room which was used until 
he time of the air raids in 1942 as a shop 
for the sale of cycles. In rebuilding, the 
hop has been omitted and a mullioned 
window provided similar to those of the 
wriginal mansion. The room on the left- 
1and side, known as the North Room, has 
ts floor at a lower level than the main 
‘ntrance and is approached either by 
lescending a secondary staircase or more 
directly from the entrance porch in Hetling 
Court. 


Three small rooms can also be reached 
from the passage linking Hetling Court 
porch and the secondary staircase on its 
eastern side. Beyond these rooms is a 
part of the building now let as a private 
residence, one of the rooms adjacent to 
Hetling Court being used as an antique 
shop. 


At first-floor level the Great Hall is 
sited over the North Room, while a large 
room with intercommunicating doors is 
placed over the entrance hall and the 
South Room. It is proposed to use the 
Great Hall for Abbey meetings, and the 
adjacent room, which will have a small 
servery, will enable refreshments to be 
served. 


The top storey over the South Room 
has been planned as a caretaker’s flat with 
a new staircase formed within the 7 ft. 
thick wall, and this is approached from 
the main landing at first-floor level, from 
which access may also be had to the 
secondary staircase and committee room. 
The secondary staircase also gives access 
to another room at mezzanine level be- 
tween the ground and first floors, to the 
ladies’ lavatory, another small room at 
second-floor level, and to the long gallery 
over the Great Hall. 


NORMAN ORIGINS 


From the main entrance hall a staircase 
leads down beneath the main staircase to 
the men’s lavatory and cloakrooms and 
storage space beneath the South Room. 
From here a short flight of stone steps 
leads to a large compartment now used 
as a boiler house, and there seems to be 
no doubt that this part of the building is of 
Norman origin. 


The main staircase, although imposing, 
is not of exceptional architectural merit, 
though the balustrades are interesting as 
being typical of the transitional period 
from Tudor to Renaissance. The Great 
Hall, by far the most interesting part of 
the interior, is 47 ft. long by 14 ft. wide 
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and about 15 ft. high. Part of the room 
was originally panelled to ceiling with the 
characteristic oak wainscot. This panel- 
ling has been re-used, but arranged to form 
a continuous dado to door height on all 
walls of the room. 


The large bay window with its leaded 
lights forms a striking feature at the south 
end of the room, and heraldic shields 
representing the coats-of-arms of Bath 
Abbey, the Hungerford family, the City 
of Bath, and the Boyd arms add colour 
and decorative effect. 


A REMARKABLE FIREPLACE 


The fireplace, a most remarkable piece 
of work, with its overmantel extends from 
floor to ceiling. ‘The nearest fireplace of 
a similar character is in South Wraxall 
Manor. The lower portion has _lonic 
columns with the customary entablature. 
The dog grate has been replaced in the 
fireplace opening and the hearth and 
fireback of Portland stone reformed. The 
overmantel is of rather coarse design 
and may have been added at a slightly 
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later date than the rest of the work. ‘The 
pilasters taper from top to bottom and 
flank the heraldic shield representing the 
arms of the Clarke family surmounted by 
a helmet and crest, all beautifully carved. 


The fireplace has been cleaned and 
repainted in its original colours. Light- 
ing fittings have been specially designed 
for this room to harmonise with the archi- 
tectural character. 


All the old wood and stone that could 
be salvaged was reused in the rebuilding, 
and Bath was searched for materials that 
would blend in well. The result is a 
reconstruction which admirably preserves 
the character of the old building. 


The main contractors were Messrs. 
Hayward and Wooster, of Bath and 
Bristol. The heating contractors were 
Messrs. G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd., and 
the electrical work was by Messrs. Black- 
more and Nation. The Loliondo and 


oak strip flooring was provided by Messrs. 
Horsley, Smith and Co., and the leaded 
lights by The Morris Singer Company. 


Detail of facade showing large window to Great Hall at first-floor level 
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View of main elevation from Clifton-gardens. 


POLICE HOUSING AT CLIFTON GARDENS, MAIDA VALE 
for the Office of the Receiver for the Metropolitan Police District 


Chief Architect S Surveyor 
F. INNES ELLIOTT, BArch, ARIBA 


Deputy Chief Architect & Surveyor 


C. R. FOWKES, ARIBA, AMTPI 


Senior Architect 
R. H. COWLEY, ARIBA 


Architect (Executive Group) 
S. B. PORTEOUS, ARIBA 


Assistant Architect 
F. H. WARD, ARIBA 


Consulting Structural Engineers 
BULLEN & PARTNERS 


Quantity Surveyors 
DAVSON & PRICHARD 


Builders 
RICHARD COSTAIN, LTD. 


Clerk of Works 
H. E. CAVELL 


General Foreman 
W. WALKER 


THs block, which conforms closely with the 

recommendations of the Housing Manual, 
forms the major part of a scheme which will be com- 
posed of eight flats and eight maisonettes extending 
from the corner of Randolph-road to No. 39 Clifton- 
gardens. 

By placing a row of maisonettes above two storeys 
of flats it has been possible to avoid the necessity 
of incorporating lifts whilst, at the same time, not 
exceeding the overall height line desired by the town 
planning authority. The problem was aggravated 
by the need to build a complete building in the gap 
made available by enemy air raid action whilst also 
providing for an extension in years to come, when 
the adjoining site becomes available. 

The Regency style of street architecture and the 
views of the surveyor to the ground landlords had to 
be taken into account. The existing houses are 
generally in five-storey terraces (including base- 
ments), with stucco cornices, enrichments and 
colonnaded porches. It was necessary to resolve 
the much lower modern storey heights with the 
lof{tier rooms of the older neighbours, but at the same 
time to preserve the scale. 

Planning.—The basement, which is level with the 
back garden, contains no living accommodation, but 
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Rear elevation. 








Covered-in playground 
at garden level. 
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Typical lobby to flat entrances. 


is fully developed for pram and 
cycle stores for each family, clothes- 
drying area and covered-in play- 
ground. Access for wheeled traffic 
is by way of ramps from street 
level and the whole of the back is 
open to admit sunlight and air 
from the garden. The row of 
RC columns which supports the 
superstructure also contains the 
rising main and other services, and 
waste pipes. The ground floor con- 
tains two entrance halls, access to 
one of which is by way of a rein- 
forced concrete footbridge, span- 
ning the sunken portion of front 
garden. The three flats on this 
floor are of the two-bedroom type, 
together with lounge, working 
kitchen, bathroom and_ separate 
Ww.c. 

On the first floor, the three flats 
each contain three bedrooms and 
are otherwise similar to those 
below, but each has a private 
balcony with wrot-iron balustrade. 
Second and third floors are occu- 
pied by six maisonettes, each con- 
taining three bedrooms, and other 
accommodation as for flats. There 
are two types of maisonettes to 
suit the exigencies of the plan. 

Services and equipment. — ‘Tie 
sanitary layout has been designed 
in consultation with Mr. C. L. 
Langshaw, ARICS, the Sanitary 
Engineer in the Chief Architect’s 
Department, and all services and 
wastes are enclosed in ducts. The 
domestic hot water is provided by 
electric storage heaters placed under 
the sink draining board and this 
service, together with electric light 
and power, came under the direc- 
tion of the Chief Engineer’s De- 
partment. 
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THIRD FLOOR PLAN 
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Each lounge has an open con- 
tinuous-burning fire grate and most 
bedrooms have electric fires. Cook- 
ing is by gas or electricity, and a 
gas wash-boiler is supplied to each 
tenant. Ducts are provided for 
future telephones to be installed 
at the discretion of individual 
tenants. 

Finishes (internally)—halls, stair- 
cases and landings.—Ceilings and 
soffites, lime plaster. Walls, fair- 
face ‘‘ Dunbriks”’ in four-course 
alternating bands of different sub- 
dued_ colours. Floors, Semtex 
tiling; stairs and landings in 
granolithic with non-slip tile nos- 
ings. ‘The balustrades are wrot- 
iron with oak handrails. 

Flats and Maisonettes.—Ceilings, 
lime plaster. Walls, lime plaster 
distempered. Floors, T and G 
boarding on battens in bedrooms 
and lounges. Voids between Lat- 
tens are filled with Vermiculite to 
deaden sound. Other floors are 
Semtex thermoplastic tiles. 

(Externally)—P itched roof 
covered with double Roman clay 
tiles on battens and felt. The walls 
are faced with Mild Kent Stocks, 
with carefully chosen pointing and 
the lower front is faced with lined 
stucco in keeping with the neigh- 
bourhood. 

Construction.—Generally, 18 in. 
to basement then 14 in. solid 
load-bearing brick external walls 
up to top storey, which is built 
in solid g-in. external brickwork, 
2-in. cavity and 23-in. (load- 
bearing quality) clinker block inner 
skin. Internally, 9-in. spine wall 
and half-brick and clinker block 
cross-partitions. 

Floor slabs are of solid RC con- 
struction, except inside the maison- 
ettes where they are of timber. 
Common stairs are of reinforced 
concrete, those in the maisonettes 
are wood. The roof frame-work is 
to TDA standard economy design. 
Following is a list of sub-contractors 
and suppliers : 

Facing bricks, Hall and Company ; 
pressed steel tanks, Horseley Bridge 
and Thomas Piggott, Ltd.; ther- 
moplastic floor tiles, Pilkington’s 
Asphalte Co., Ltd.; sanitary fit- 
tings, Stitson Sanitary Fittings, 
Ltd. ; ironmongery, Lockerbie and 
Wilkinson ; gas installation, North 
Thames Gas Board; _ electrical, 
G. W. Day and Co., Ltd.; garden 
works, Turfsoil, Ltd. ; fireplaces, 
City Iron Co., Ltd.; balustrades 
Adrian Stokes. 








Main elevation. Below : Main entrance. 








POLICE HOUSING AT CLIFTON 
GARDENS, MAIDA VALE 
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FACTORY AT DALLINGTON, NORTHAMPTON 


Architects 


A. W. WALKER & PARTNERS 


Quantity Surveyors 
ERNEST HOWARD & SON 


Consulting Engineers 
LEONARD & GRANT 


Builders 
ROBERT MARRIOTT, LTD. 


ESIGNED for Leather and Ferrers- 

flex Components, Ltd., a sub- 
sidiary of W. W. Chamberlain (Asso- 
ciated Companies), Ltd., manufacturers 
of shoe components, this is a single- 
storey building situated on land which 
the Northampton Corporation has zoned 
for industrial development near Kings- 
heath housing estate. The site provides 
space for a future extension of a similar 
size to the present building. The pro- 
duction space is of steel frame construc- 
tion with stanchions at 24 ft. 9? in. 
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View of production area. 


centres supporting trusses which span 60 
ft. These are canted and the north light 
glazing is thus fixed direct. Trussed 
rafters are fixed at 7 ft. 6 in. centres. 
The roof is covered with Big Six 
asbestos sheeting and lined internally 
with insulation board. Heating is by 
low-pressure hot water. A series of 
10 unit heaters are fixed at high level 
down the centre of the factory and 
blow warm air towards the outside walls. 
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Detail showing north light treatment. 


A system of continuous fluorescent 
trough lighting has been adopted, 
providing two continuous runs in 
each bay at a height of 11 ft. 


The contract price was £17,656 and 
the job was completed in 26 weeks. 
Following is a list of sub-contractors :— 

Structural steel, Humphries Holborn, Ltd., 
Ashford, Middlesex ; heating, Seaton and Peet, 
Ltd., Leicester ; electrical installation, Mitton 
and Son, Northampton, and East Midlands 
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Electricity Bd.; windows and north light 
glazing, Williams and Williams, Ltd., Not- 
tingham ; suspended floors, reconstructed stone 
and exposed aggregate panels, Constone, Ltd., 
Leicester ; suspended ceilings, Eastwoods, Ltd. ; 
sanitary fittings, Travis and Arnold, North- 
ampton; ironmongery, J. W. Martin and 
Partners, Northampton; wood block and 
semastic flooring, Hollis Bros.; felt roofing, 
Standard Flat Roofing Co., Ltd.; w.c. par- 
titions, Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; 
ventilators, Colt Ventilation, Ltd.; paint and 
emulsion paint, ICI, Ltd.; bricks, London 
Brick Co. ; doors, Leaderflush, Ltd. ; troughed 
reflector system, Benjamin Electric, Ltd. 
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View from the north-east. Below : View from the south-west. 


FARMHOUSE AT ALFOLD, SUSSEX 


Architect Builders 
J}. KENNEDY HAWKES, FRIBA ARTHUR BROOKE FOHNSTON (Builders), LTD. 
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HE living accommodation of this farmhouse 
has an area of 1,400 sq. ft. and provides four 
ample bedrooms, together with bathroom and 
separate w.c. and large linen cupboard on the first 
floor and two communicating reception rooms and a 
large kitchen on the ground floor. A small cloak- 
room is to be found beneath the staircase which is 
hidden from immediate view on entering the hall. 


An interesting feature of the plan is a covered way 
separating the house from the farm buildings, and 
this provides access from the kitchen to the dustbin 
and fuel stores and to the farm office. The farm 
office is heated by a built-in “ Sentry ” boiler which 
provides heating for the van sheds and is of sufficient 
size to heat future greenhouses which will be placed 
near to the buildings. 


The house is constructed with cavity walls, the 
outer skin of which is faced with the London Brick 
Company’s “ Saxon-light ” facing bricks and the inner 
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skin built with hollow clay partition blocks from 
the same company ; and a noticeably high insulation 
has been obtained. 


The buildings are roofed with red pantiles and the 
outbuildings are effectively linked on the road 
froutage by tile hanging with red plain tiles to match 
the pantiles. The metal windows are fixed in wood 
frames where they are in tile-hanging or in dormers, 
and are set directly into the brickwork with recess 
surrounds elsewhere. 


No gas service could be obtained and cooking is 
done by an “ Aga” which also provides domestic 
hot water. A serving hatch is planned between the 
kitchen and the dining-room, and is approached by 
a full size door on the dining-room side giving access 
to the upper and lower part of the dresser. The 
southern end of the kitchen has been planned for 
breakfasting and has a large window with a pleasant 
aspect to the surrounding country. 
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An architect’s conception of the formal entrance to the Olympic Village with an ornamental 
pond flanked by the flags of the competing nations. 
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Layout of the Olympic Village, which is to be built on a 117-acre site. The formal 
entrance is in the north-east corner. 


MODEL VILLAGE FOR THE 1956 OLYMPIC GAMES 


O accommodate the 6,000 athletes and officials expected to be present for the 1956 
Olympic Games, to be held in Melbourne, the Victoria State Housing Commission 
is to build a £A2m. “‘ Olympic Village ” of 788 brick and concrete houses, which will 
afterwards be used for permanent housing. Facilities to be provided for the games 
include three sports grounds, banks, post offices, medical and dental centres, a barber’s 
shop and a mending and shoe repair centre. Dining-rooms and kitchens for the different 
national groups will be in separate temporary buildings. ‘The whole settlement will be 
landscaped and it is planned to have lawns, trees and shrubs established by 1956. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
(Continued from page 571.) 


FRONT GARDEN PARKING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


QiR,—I was very interested to read your 

article of August 27, on this subject, 
and I am sure you will agree that the first 
landlords to take action on a subject of 
this character should be the local 
authority in regard to their own property. 
I enclose a photograph taken on a Council 
housing estate where it is not unusual to 
see cars parked indiscriminately in front 
or side gardens of houses; this would 
cause, in my opinion, destruction of 
amenity in any area. 

So far as this Council is concerned, no 
parking is allowed either on the grass 
verges adjacent to the Council housing 
estates or in the tenants’ gardens, and it 
is my experience that when the matter is 
brought to the attention of the offender 
there is usually co-operation. 


There is, however, a further problem, 
and this is applying particularly in this 
district and in my view is likely to cause 
a further detraction from the amenities, 
this being the irresponsible parking of 
cars, vans, lorries, etc., on the grass verge 
either between the roadway and the 
public footpath or, where there is no 
public footpath, on the grass verge be- 
tween the house frontage and the road- 
way. As I understand the position the 
County Council are powerless to act in 
this matter in view of a legal decision in 
the past two years, 

C. H. BurDeNn [FIHsg.] Eton RDC. 

Council Offices, Slough. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR,—I have always regarded your 
newspaper as presenting a very fair 
‘“* middle-of-the-road ” outlook on events 
—not hidebound but not long haired. 
However, I had to read your note to Mr. 
Winstanley’s letter [your issue of Septem- 
ber 24] several times before I could be 
sure it was not in jest. Never did I 
believe I would see in England in a reput- 
able publication the words “. . . there are 
still those who think they have a right to 
do what they like with their own... .” 
You do not like to see Mr. Winstanley’s 
car in the garden. Mr. Winstanley likes 
to see it there. I do not mind seeing it 
there. But you say “No.” You, Sir, 
speak in the public interest and are very 
hurt about it. But what is “ public 
interest?” Before long somebody will be 
telling Mr. Winstanley what to plant in 
his garden and what to wear on Sundays. 
Really, Sir, the touch of the profes- 
sional planner in your note is so marked 
that I would bet you have never seen Mr. 
Winstanley’s property and live miles 
away. J. M. JENNINGS. 














A distinctive new 


Styled for the homes of today, the new 
MK PLATESWITCH speaks discreetly 
of quality. The distinction of its appear- 
ance is confirmed in every detail of its 
construction and finish. 

The PLATES WITCH has been specifically 
designed for installations where the 
claims of trouble-free service and low 
cost must be reconciled. Leaflet 227 
describes the range in detail, and your 
name and address writtert across this 


page will bring you a copy by return. 


THE BUILDER 


design in the 


(f\\o ... the mark of leadership 


MK REGO 


M. K. Electric Limited, Wakefield Street, Edmonton, 


London, 


N.18. 


modern manner 


the Plateswitch fits into 
the background of 
modern decoration 


"YY - 


the compact 2-gang unit has the 
same dimensions as the 1-gang 


Edmonton 5151 
MK97BDHB 
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The accumulated experience of over 60 
years’ service is at your command. 
—the home of all that is best in modern 
building practice. 


MULLEN & LUMSDEN Led 
Contractors 


W2 4/°EAGLE STREET - HIGH HOLBORN- = WLI 
CHANCERY 7422-3-4 











_ SMALL WORKS. DEPT..: aA SOUTHAMPTON : oes JOINERY WORKS : 
BOPTIC STREET, ET, LonDON, WE.1 151 ROMSEY ROAD, SHIRLEY ~~ GRESHAM WORKS, SOUTH NORWOOD 
SOUTHAMPTON 73176 ADDISCOMBE 1264 
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News of the Week 


RIBA INAUGURAL MEETING 


HE RIBA session opens at Portland- 
place on Tuesday, November 2, 
when the President, Mr. C. H. Aslin, 
CBE, will deliver his presidential address. 
He will also present the London Archi- 
tecture Bronze Medal, 1953, to Messrs. 
A. H. Devereux and E. L. W. Davies. 
FF.RIBA, for the new Out-Patients’ 
Building, St. James’ Hospital, Balham, 
and unveil the portrait of the immediate 
Past President, Sir Howard Robertson, 
MC, ARA, SADG, by Professor Rodrigo 
Moynihan, CBE, ARA. A buffet tea will 
be served from 5.30 until 5.50 p.m. Pro- 
ceedings open at 6 p.m. 


ARCHITECTS’ FEES 


THE Association of Municipal Corp- 
orations and other local authority 
organisations have been asked to approve 
increases in the RIBA scale of fees for 
state-aided housing schemes, but have de- 
cided that they want to know the reason 
for the proposals first. 

They have told the Ministry of Hous- 
ing and Local Government that it is de- 
sired to know what has happened during 
the past few years to justify the abandon- 
ment of the 1945 scale, as amended in 
1949, and even assuming there is need 
for a new structure, what evidence can 
be produced in support of the “ consider- 
ably enhanced fees.” 


THE TEMPLE OF MITHRAS 


THE MINISTER OF WorkS, Sir David 
Eccles, has announced that it has been 
decided that the cost of preserving the 
remains of the Temple of Mithras in its 
present position, estimated at more than 
£500,000, cannot be met from public 
funds. Happily, however, Mr. A. V. 
Bridgland and the owners of the site of 
Bucklersbury House have made a most 
generous proposal which the Government 
believe will be widely welcomed. The 
Temple is to be moved from its present 
low level and put up again in an open 
courtyard of the Queen Victoria-street 
front of the Bucklersbury House site. The 
remains will thus be preserved in a con- 
venient position some 80 yards from 
where they were found. The work must 
be fitted into the building operations on 
the site and the Temple should be in its 
new position in two years, 

This discovery emphasises the urgent 
need for the Roman and Medieval 
London Excavation Council to press on 
with this work. The Council, therefore, 
with the strong support of the Ministry 
of Works, is appealing to all those who 
have shown such interest in the Temple 
of Mithras to subscribe sufficient funds to 
carry through the Council’s programme 
of excavation in the City of London. Mr. 
Grimes and his team may well make 
other most important discoveries. 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 


Work on the foundations of the new 
Coventry Cathedral will begin early next 
spring and the laying of the foundation 
stone about a year later, Mr. E. H. Ford, 
chairman of Coventry Cathedral Recon- 
struction Committee, said on September 
29 after a meeting of the committee. The 
committee also announced the comple- 
tion, after two years, of repair work on the 
ruins of the old cathedral under a £10,000 
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licence. The same contractors, Mr. Ford 
stated, would now be engaged in restoring 
to its original state the Cappers’ Room 
over the South Porch. The room was 
used since the fifteenth century as a meet- 
ing place of the Ancient Fellowship and 
Company of Cappers and Felt Makers of 
Coventry. Mr. Basil Spence, OBE, 
FRIBA, architect for the new cathedral, 
prepared the plans for the room. 

A suggestion from the Coventry 
Apprentices’ Association that it should 
provide a suitable plaque to be incorpora- 
ted in the new cathedral foundations was 
approved in principle by the committee. 


SITE CLEARANCE TENDERS 


THE Coventry Cathedral Reconstruc- 
tion Committee has given consideration 
to the applications received from building 
contractors desirous of being given the 
opportunity of tendering for the first 
contract for works on the new Coventry 
Cathedral. . This contract includes site 
clearance, excavation, concrete founda- 
tions and civil engineering. 

Applications were received from 34 
contractors, and the Reconstruction Com- 
mittee has decided to invite the following 
to submit tenders: Richard Costain, Ltd., 
London; J. R. Deacon, Ltd., Lichfield; 
Gilbert-Ash, Ltd., London; J. G. Gray, 
Ltd., Coventry; John Laing and Son, Ltd., 
Carlisle; George Wimpey and Co., Ltd., 
Castle Bromwich. 

It is expected that work on the founda- 
tions will be started in March next. 


RIBA STUDENTS’ DRAWINGS 


THE -drawings of students of schools of 
architecture recognised for exemption 
from the RIBA Intermediate and Final 
Examinations are on exhibition at the 
RIBA until October 14, from 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m. (Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.). 


AA POSTPONEMENT 


Tue Architectural Association Stu- 
dents’ Committee has had to postpone the 
forum on “Das Fertighaus” from 
October 13 until the beginning of 
November as Mr. W. K. Wittaush, the 
manager of the scheme, will be unable 
to come to London until then. 


LEEDS REUNION 


Leeps School of Architecture’s Old 
Students’ Association, which has lain 
dormant for a number of years, is to hold 
a reunion at the Great Northern Hotel 
on November 27, next. Details from Mr. 
A. V. Montague, Dipl. Arch. (Leeds), 
ARIBA, Bank Buildings, Hyde Park, 
Leeds, 6. 


SCOTS BUILDING STANDARDS 


- Tue Building Legislation Committee 
(Scotland), which has been set up by the 
Government to consider the existing law 
relating to the control of building stan- 
dards in Scotland, has asked the Associa- 
tion of Municipal Corporations for its 
views on building control in England and 
Wales, on the grounds that it is a “ more 
up-to-date system.” 

A memorandum in reply from the 
Association refers to the introduction of 
model building by-laws, and adds that in 
its view the use of British Standard Speci- 
fications and Codes of Practice should 
operate as penal requirements. A basic 
standard for mortar, it is stated, ought 
also to be laid down. 
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PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. R. T. Day & PARTNERS, chartered quantity 
surveyors, announce that as from today, October 8, 
the address of their Brentwood office will be “* Hill 
House,”’ 69, Warley-hill, Brentwood, Essex (tel. (un- 
changed): Brentwood 2522). 

Following the appointment of Mr. Brian H. 
CoLQuHouNn, BSc, MICE, MlStructE, MConsE, MEIC 
(Canada), MSocCE (France), senior partner of Messrs. 
Brian Colquhoun and Partners, consulting engineers, 
of 18, Upper Grosvenor-street, London, W1, as En- 
gineering Adviser to the International Bank of Recon- 
struction and Development (World Bank), for a period 
of two years on secondment, the firm has taken three 
of its senior engineers into partnership—namely: Mr. 
W. J. LLewettyn, MICE, AMIWE, AMASCE (USA), 
FGS; Mr. J. Mason, BSc, AMICE, AMIStructE; and 
Mr. A. U. SHiach, AMICE, MEIC (Canada). 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, October 7, 1854 


IRON THEATRE FOR AUSTRALIA. — 
Messrs. E. T. Bellhouse and Co., of Man- 
chester, are constructing an iron shell 
and framework of a portable theatre for 
Australia, which with all fittings and 
appurtenances will cost a sum exceeding 
£4,000 . . . The walls will be of cast- 
iron uprights (Bellhouse’s patent), and 
galvanized corrugated iron sheets, No. 18, 
Wire gauge. The roof will consist of iron 
principals, having the galvanized sheets 
bolted thereon. To the gable end of the 
building, which forms the front, will be 
attached an ornamental appendage 
arranged as box and pit offices, lobbies 
and entrances ... Messrs. Bellhouse 
undertook the complete shell of the 
building, the ornamental facade and prin- 
cipal framework of the interior, and had 
engaged to have the whole on board ship 
in London in about thirty days from the 
date of contract. 


COMPETITIONS OPEN 


CuHuRCH House AND Hatt, LIverPoot.—Site: St. 
Luke’s Church, Berry-street, Liverpool. Premiums: 
£800, £400 and £200. Assessor: Sir Giles Gilbert 
Scott, OM, RA. Conditions from Mr. P. Straw, 
Secretary, Liverpool Diocesan Reorganisation Com- 
mittee, 47, Moorfields, Liverpool, 2. Deposit: £2 2s. 
Closing date: December 16. September 3, 1954. 

OFFICES AT ALDWYCH, LONDON.—Site: Old Gaiety 
Theatre, Aldwych, WC2. Promoted by English 
Electric Co., Ltd. Adjudicators: Sir Percy Thowas, 
P-PRIBA; Mr. John Murray Easton, FRIBA. Com- 
petitors: Mr. David du R. Aberdeen; Messrs. Adams 
Holden and Pearson; Sir John Burnet, Tait and 
Partners; Messrs. Farmer and Dark;- Messrs. 
Farquharson and McMorran;.Mr. Michael. Rosenauer; 
Mr. Louis de Soissons; Mr. Basil Spence, and Messrs. 
Yorke, Rosenberg and Mardail. Closing date: Early 
1955. August 20, 1954. 

NaTIONAL EIsTEDDFOD GoLtD MEDAL FOR ARCHI- 
TECTURE.—To architect of post-war building or group 
of buildings which has made real contribution to the 
architecture of the Principality. Promoted by Royal 
National Eisteddfod, Pwilheli. Adjudicators: Mr. 
Lewis John, MA, FRIBA; Dr. T. Alwyn Lloyd, 
FRIBA, P-PTPI. Closing date: May 1, 1955. 
August 27, 1954. 

NATIONAL EISTEDDFOD PRIZES IN ARCHITECTURE.— 
(1) Health Centre for Pwllheli (Prize £50); (2) Re- 
development of any Caernarvonshire village (£30); 
(3) (for Juniors) Library for Pwilheli (£20). Not pro- 
posed that projects be carried out. Conditions from 
General Secretary, Eisteddfod Office, Pwllheli. Adjudi- 
cators as for Gold Medal Award. August 27, 1954. 

ANKARA DEVELOPMENT PLAN.—International compe- 
tition for improvement of existing development plan 
of Ankara, capital of Turkey, and proposals for 
future needs. (Competitors must visit Ankara for 
5 days’ research.) Prizes: £130,000, £124,000, 
£T15,000, and five prizes of £15,000. Promoted by 
Directorate of Development, Government of Turkey. 
Assessors: Professor Sir Patrick Abercrombie, MA, 
FRIBA, and Turkish Government officials. Condi- 
tions from the Turkish Embassy, 43, Belgrave-square, 
SWI. Deposit: Equivalent to 100 Turkish liras (lira 
worth about 2s.). Closing date: March 10, 1955. 
September 17, 1954. 

New ZEALAND House.—Structural design and selec- 
tion of materials for standard house plan. Prizes: 
£200, £100, £50, and two prizes of £25. Promoters: 
New Zealand Government. Assessors: Hon. i 
Sullivan (Minister of Housing); Mr. W. A. Lavelle 
(New Zealand Institute of Architects); Mr. T. N. 
Dickson (president of New Zealand Master Builders’ 
Federation); and Mr. L. E. Brooker (chief architect 
for State Advances Corporation). Application forms 
from Official Secretary, New Zealand Government 
Offices, 415, Strand, WC2. Closing date: December 1, 
1954. September 24, 1954. 

.*. The date in italics refers to the issue of The 
Builder in which fuller details were published. 


























SOCIETIES 


BERKS, BUCKS AND OXON 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION 


Annual Dinner at Oxford 


THe ANNUAL DINNER of the Berks, Bucks 
and Oxon Architectural Association took 
place on September 24 at St. John’s College, 
Oxford, with the president of the Associa- 
tion, Mr. David Booth, FRIBA, in the chair. 

Mr. BooTH, in proposing the toast of the 
RIBA, remarked on the great change that 
had come over building since the Institute 
was founded. He thought that the technical 
control of building was more efficient now 
than it had ever been although it was be- 
coming more complicated. In order to deal 
with this complexity he felt that private 
architects should work in larger groups, thus 
allowing more scope for specialisation. Con- 
versely he suggested that the offices of public 
architects tended to be unwieldy and might 
well be sub-divided. The art of design had 
lagged behind technical development, but 
during the past ten years there had been 
real progress. 

ier - teal Ropertson, MC, ARA, 
president of the RIBA, expressed the view 
that some method should be found of pre- 
serving the remains of the Roman Temple 
in the City of London, if necessary at public 
expense. Since the war building investment 
had been lop-sided because by far the 
greater part of it was for public authorities. 
This would not always be so, and it was 
essential for the good of the profession that 
private architects should have a fair share 
of the work. The Art of Architecture was 
the first charge of the RIBA. 

Mr. R. W. Cave, chairman of the Oxford- 
shire Society of Architects, and head of the 
Oxford School of Architecture, proposed the 
health of the guests. Among those present 
were the Mayor and Mayoress of Oxford, 
the president of St. John’s College, the presi- 
dent of Magdalen College, Mr. Colvin, 
Fellow of St. John’s College, and representa- 
tives of building and the allied professions. 


IRA 
Stoke-on-Trent Society 


A STOKE-ON-TRENT and District Society 
of Private Practising Architects has been 
formed to safeguard and promote the in- 
terests of architecture and in particular those 
of the private practitioner. Members of the 
Institute of Registered Architects, being 
principals in private practice, interested in 
the formation of a society or group in their 
district, are invited to communicate with the 
Secretary at 47 Victoria-street, SWi. 


FACULTIES OF ARCHITECTS & 
SURVEYORS AND SURVEYORS 
OF ENGLAND 


Register of Members 


THE Facutty published in June of this 
year a list of members, which features mem- 
bers in alphabetical order and geographical 
location. 

A revised edition of the scale of pro- 
fessional charges booklet has also been pub- 
lished and contains the latest architectural 
and quantity surveyors’ scale of fees. 

The London Branch are holding their 
autumn cocktail party on October 14, at the 
Eversleigh Court Hotel. Application for 


tickets should be made to the Hon. Branch 
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Secretary, Mr. A. Fry, 8, Laburnum-gardens, 
Winchmore Hill, N21, or Mr. H. M. Soar, 
General Secretary at Headquarters. 

A meeting of the Hants. and Dorset 
Branch has been arranged for October 14, 
to visit the Branksome Potteries, 125, Surrey- 
road, Bournemouth West. Those wishing to 
attend should contact the Hon. Branch Secre- 
tary, Mr. D. A. Tong, 58, Stoney-lane, 
Winchester, Hants. 


BOOK 


ENGLAND East, by Sydney R. Jones. Pp. 272, 
illustrated. Published by The Studio. 
Price 18s. 


ORTY-TWO years ago, this author’s de- 
lightful Village Homes of England 
appeared. Since then, many other attractive 
books from his talented pencil, brush and pen 
have included London Triumphant and 
Thames Triumphant, all freely illustrated 
with his beautiful drawings. In his old age he 
has assembled the cream of his work in three 
volumes in which, as his publishers tell us, 
“his ambition has been to produce a trilogy 
describing the England of the past as only he 
knows it,” a bold statement that is fully 
justified. To England West and England 
South, already published, he now adds this 
final volume, England East, “ covering the 
lovely countryside east of the Pennines and 
the Midlands from north of the Thames ‘o 
the Tweed.” 

It is no exaggeration to call this a “ wonder- 
ful topographical record”; or to suggest, as 
one reviewer has done, that Sydney Jones is 
“the Hollar of the twentieth century.” In 
the present reviewer’s opinion, no artist has 
surpassed him in the faithful and sympathetic 
rendering of our historic buildings or our 
pleasant countryside, and his draughtsman- 
ship supplies a model] for all architectural 
students, ~ 

Many of the sketches in this volume bear 
very recent dates and show that his hand 
has lost none of its cunning. Much of his 
early work was in pen and colour; but nearlv 
all the illustrations in England East are in 
pencil, exhibiting a delicacy and softness of 
drawing and a mastery of light and shade that 
surpass anything he has done before. Some 
of them are pure landscape, as in his draw- 
ings of a Norfolk Heath, a Fen Landscape, 
a Chiltern Scene, the Yorkshire Wolds, Bils- 
dale, and the Hambleton Hills. Others are 
pure architecture, such as King’s Sutton 
Church; and among them are some magnifi- 
cent double-page illustrations of the cathe- 
drals at Norwich, Ely, Peterborough, 
Lincoln, and York; while others are small 
sketches of architectural detail. He has an 
eye for dramatic effect, as at Richmond 
Castle ; but the majority of his drawings com- 
bine picturesque architecture with beautifully 
rendered trees and landscape. On the whole 
his choice of subjects covers the ground ad- 
mirably, though one would have liked tc 
have had his impressions of the fine churches 
of Holderness that he mentions in his text, 
and there is no view of Newcastle. 

His text is as racy and pungent as ever. His 
writing shows a remarkable gusto, and an 
enthusiasm for rural England and historical 
architecture that is quite unimpaired by his 
advancing age. It never smells of the lamp, 
though deep knowledge is revealed through- 
out, whether of methods of craftsmanship or 
of events in national, local, or personal his- 
tory. He has a keen eye for trees and flowers, 
and a sharp ear for conversations with 
chance-met strangers. In his descriptions of 
the Chilterns, the Fens, Norwich, Lincolp. 
York, Durham, the Roman Wall country, the 
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towns of Buckingham and Olney, he is as 
vivid as he is well-informed. 

Jones is characteristically scathing about 
modern housing, but ignores the bungaloid 
monstrosities that line our eastern shores. 
Perhaps the most individual and interesting of 
all his pages are those in which he traces the 
course of the Icknield Way and other ancient 
tracks, for it is evident that his perambula- 
tion of “England East” has been mainly 
carried out on foot or on a bicycle, over a 
long span of years. When he speaks of 
people with “keen eyes for quaint peeps,” 
he gives a very fair description of himself. 
M. S. B. 


BRIXTON SCHOOL OF 
BUILDING COURSES OF 
LECTURES 


The Law of Property 


A SPECIAL course of eight weekly lectures 
entitled “ Outline of Property Law for 
Architects and Builders” will be held at the 
Brixton School of Building, Ferndale-road, 
SW4, commencing on October 22 at 6.30 p.m. 
The course is intended for architects and 
building contractors and members of their 
staffs concerned with the operation of legis- 
lation affecting property. The fee for the 
course is £2 2s. 

The courses will cover such aspects of the 
subject as Leasehold Property; Valuations; 
Finance; Incidents of Ownership; Statutory 
Restrictions; Control of Development and 
Summary and Discussion. 

Civil 


Engineering Quantities and 


Contract Conditions 


A SPECIAL COURSE of six weekly lectures 
entitled “Civil Engineering Quantities and 
Contract Conditions,” will also be given at 
the Brixton School of Building commencing 
on November 4, at 6.30 p.m. 

The course is intended for surveyors con- 
versant with and experienced in the use of 
the Standard Method of Measurement of 
Building Works and the RIBA Form of Con- 
tract. The fee for the course is £1 1s. 

The syllabus will include the differences 
between civil engineering and building forms 
of contract; details of conditions in the two 
forms of contract; differences in methods of 
measurement of building and civil engineering 
work; and preparation of bills of quantities 
for civil engineering work. 

Applicants should apply to the Secretary 
at the School, giving name of firm, position 
held and qualifications. 


OBITUARY 
J. W. Little, FRIBA 


WE REGRET to announce the death, at 
Stebbing, Essex, on October 1, of Mr. John 
Walter Little, FRIBA, late of Tonbridge. 
He was 88. 


H. §S. Ganderton 


WE RECORD with regret the death of Mr. 
H. S. Ganderton, who was for 27 years 
county surveyor of Wiltshire; he died at his 
home in Bradford-on-Avon. After service 
in the first world war he was appointed 
divisional surveyor in Cornwall; in 1923 he 
went to,Wiltshire as assistant county sur- 
veyor and four years later, when Mr. J. G. 
Howell retired, he was appointed county 
surveyor, a position he held until his retire- 
ment at the end of last March. He was 
awarded the OBE in 1949, 
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TRY THE TWO MIX TEST 












Write to us for a free sample of FEBMIX ADMIX and carry out the following 
two mix test— 


MIX No.1:—PREPARE THE MORTAR MIX YOU NORMALLY USE 
FOR BRICKLAYING AND PLASTERING WORK. 


MIX No. 2:—PREPARE A MIX COMPOSED OF 6 PARTS SAND 
TO 1 PART CEMENT PLUS FEBMIX ADMIX. 


You will find that Mix No.2 will spread better and faster, that it ‘hangs together’ 
well and adheres firmly. It will resist rain penetration and frost attack, and is not 
prone to cracking and crazing—it will also cut your building costs—each one 
gallon of FEBMIX ADMIX costing 7|- saves 800 1b. of lime or 8 cwt.. of cement. 





IT PAYS TO USE 









FEBMIX ADMIX [eee 
MASONRY MORTAR 


(GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. 


ALBANY ROAD, CHORLTON-CUM-HARDY 
MANCHESTER, 21. CHO. 1063 







Write 
for free sample 





102, KENSINGTON HIGH STREET 
LONDON, W.8. Western 0444 
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“Of course 


WOOD floors 
are best”’ 


ISSUED BY THE TIMBER DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION LIMITED, 21 COLLEGE HILL, 
and branches throughout the country 


LONDON, E.G¢ 


TDs 
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American Housebuilding in Transition 
3.—EFFECT OF EXTERNAL RESTRICTIONS (continued) 


We continue our extracts from “ Housebuilding in Transition,” by Sherman 
E. Maisel, Associate Professor of Business Administration at the University of 
California, published in England by 


COMBINES 


TTHE purpose of the combine is usually 

_ Said to be, simply, assurance that all 
active contractors in the trade will use a 
sound basis for figuring their costs. It is 
claimed that with unrestricted bidding, 
those accepting contracts at less than cost, 
probably because of error, will skimp on 
the job, will attempt to correct their error 
through sweating their labour, or will go 
broke, causing losses to labour and sup- 
pliers. Although many of these claims are 
undoubtedly true, a serious problem 
exists, as was evidenced in the history of 
the NRA, in determining when restraints 
really correct existing evils and when they 
lead to monopolistic profits. 

For any type of combination to be 
effective, entry must be restrained. This 
is why trade contractors have in the past 
attempted to control the issuance of 
licences, materials distribution, or the 
supply of labour. However, although 
these potential methods of restraining 
entry may exist, their importance in the 
period of our study has apparently not 
been great. In almost all trades, compe- 
tition was keen. In most, both materials 
and labour were fully available to 
builders. 

Builders in this area state that the only 
instances where sub-contractors have been 
at all successful in restricting entry into 
residential trade contracting for any 
periods have been in plumbing, electrical 
work, and lathing. The methods used 
have been primarily through control of 
materials supply or labour. Even in 
these instances, however, rather large 
numbers of trade contractors remain 
outside the trade associations. Where 
big depositories exist, as for example in 
the electrical field, they are mainly effec- 
tive on public or large commercial and 
industrial buildings. ‘They do not apply 
in the housing market. In addition, the 
large builder has the opportunity, if he 
desires, to set up his own firm in these 
fields or to take over an existing firm, 
thus placing himself beyond the reach of 
possible gouging. 

The picture does change, however, 
when entry into a sub-trade is limited or 
scarce materials are channelled through 
existing firms. The balance of power 
swings, and the big builder may no longer 
be able to obtain low prices through his 
wide bargaining power. The profits of 
the trade contractor rise sufficiently for 
the builder to attempt integration. In 
shortage periods, the quality of perform- 
ance may fall so that the builder feels 
it necessary to control particular sub- 
trades in order to guard against delay on 
his whole schedule. Some large firms in 
the immediate post-war period assumed 
additional functions for these reasons, 
but by the period of this study they had 
almost completely dropped them. Such 
functions might well be assumed again in 
a new shortage period. - 

The absence of integration during 
most of the period, even though it could 
have been present, leads to the conclusion 
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that the sub-contracting system flourishes 
not because the builders are its helpless 
victims, but because they have found in 
the vast majority of cases that they are 
better off using sub-contractors than 
attempting to perform the same func- 
tions directly. The fairly low average 
markup to large builders of only 15 per 
cent., which must cover the trade con- 
tractors’ cost of equipment, overheads, 
and profits, is an indication that competi- 
tion rather than restraint characterises 
the field. In addition, the relationship 
between a builder and his sub-contractors 
is stable, with bidding the exception, not 
the rule, It thus appears that the sub- 
contracting system does not lead to exces- 
sive costs either in efficiency or in 
stability. 


LABOUR RULES AND 
REGULATIONS 


The attempt to measure labour effici- 
ency exemplifies the difficulty of ascer- 
taining appropriate standards. Far 
different judgments would result if 
measurements were made against an 
absolute standard instead of a relative 
one. Because no absolute standard 
exists, however, the best that can be done 
is to settle for relative criteria and com- 
pare the efficiency of housebuilding 
labour with: that of other industries. 

Those rules and regulations which are 
claimed to be restrictive and to raise costs, 
fall into six rather distinct categories, 
namely: (1) prohibitions against owners 
working with tools; (2) “ upgrading ”. of 
specific tasks; (3) prohibitions against use 
of particular tools, equipment, and 
methods; (4) excessive jurisdictional 
requirements leading to conflicts and 
strikes; (5) limitation of output, and (6) 
constriction of entry. Every one of the 
unions can differ with respect to each 
of these conditions. 

In the first case—the working on the 
job by owners and employers—regula- 
tions run from one extreme to the other, 
from complete freedom for the employer 
to complete prohibition. A good example 
of the first type is the bricklayers. A 
large number of masonry firms working 
on new houses consist only of the owner 
(who must be a union member) plus a 
hod-carrier. These firms specialise in 
fireplaces and are a major influence in 
the field. The carpenters, labourers, 
carpet layers, and teamsters also allow 
the owner to work, though they specify 
that only one owner-member of the firm 
can work, and usually he must belong to 
the union. 

In the next group are the painters, 
plasterers, cement finishers, roofers, and 
sheet metal men. In these trades the 
employer may work on the job if he 
employs a journeyman to work with him. 
Finally, lathers, electricians, and plumbers 
have a strict rule against the employer’s 
working with tools. 

The reasoning behind these restrictions 
on working employers usually goes back 
to the union’s fear of piecework or lump- 
ing of labour. It is claimed that if a man 
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is allowed to contract simply for the sale 
of his own labour, there is no way of 
insuring against his accepting a job that 
will actually net him far less than the 
standard wage rate. Such competition 
would gradually erode the union scale. 

The rule obviously has little or no 
effect on housing costs and efficiency 
except for the three unions which 
prohibit the employer from working at 
all. ‘No matter what the regulations 
might be, single-man fiems are not import- 
ant in work on new buildings. On the 
other hand, we have seen that owners 
performing site labour and handling their 
overhead functions in their spare time 
make up the most common type of shop. 
In the three trades where the union for- 
bids such action, isn’t overhead raised un- 
necessarily? The answer is yes, but for 
small firms only. The net effect is 
primarily to —_-- the importance 
of medium and large firms in these 
trades. These larger firms start with a 
basic cost advantage in purchase of 
materials and use of labour. Small firms, 
to offset this advantage, must have a 
lower overhead. If the owner cannot 
perform overhead functions in his spare 
time, lower overhead is impossible to 
achieve. 

It is probable that in any case the 
prevailing price for sub-contracts would 
be that set by the medium or large firms 
whe do the bulk of work, whether or 
not aided by such a regulation as this. 
If the competitive price would be set by 
the firm in which the owner is spending 
full time on supervision, the restrictions 
against small firms would have no direct 
effect. 

These regulations do mean, however, 
that the competitive fringe of one- or 
two-man firms is removed. Smallest 
firms are restricted to the repair and 
maintenance field and can work on new 
houses only on a non-union basis. This 
may account for the fact that it is in the 
three trades with this type of regulation 
that most complaints have oecurred about 
lack of competition in periods of short- 
ages. When the smallest contractor Is 
not available for bargaining purposes, a 
competitive price exists only so long as 
there is competition among the larger 
firms. A competitive situation did exist 
during 1949 and 1950, but builders stated 
that it was not apparent during the war 
nor the immediate post-war period. They 
expressed fears for what the present and 
future crises might bring. This working 
rule and potential lack of competition 
were cited as among the factors leading 
to integration or quasi-integration . of 
electrical and plumbing work, and as 
responsible for the complete absence of 
lathing in many units after the war. 

The second problem is that of up- 
grading of work. This can take either of 
two forms. In one it is claimed that too 
many foremen (who receive a_ higher 
wage) are required and their work is too 
limited. In the other it is claimed that 
work which could be done by semi- 
skilled or unskilled men must be done by 
journeymen. The question as to when 
regulations of this type actually become 
restrictive is most difficult. Unions 
enforcing such rules usually claim that 
os are necessary to keep up the level of 
skill. 

It is fairly clear that in the aggregate 
the first form of upgrading is not import- 
ant. Half the unions leave the hiring of 
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foremen to the employers, though they do 
specify a higher pay scale when one is 
appointed. The remainder insist that a 
foreman be designated when there are 
three or more men in the crew. The 
amount of regular work the foreman can 
do is limited only in isolated cases. As 
a result these regulations do not increase 
costs in the majority of cases, though 
when they do, it can be extremely annoy- 
ing. 

Upgrading of work often involves an 
interdiction against the handling of 
materials by common labour beyond a 
certain stage of production. These 
instances are not numerous and, because 
of the nature of housebuilding, are not 
important in this industry. Most housing 
crews are too small to make it worth 
while to hire common labourers to do 
tasks in which upgrading is a problem. 
Moreover, in shops with permanent 
crews, these restrictions are overlooked 
and jobs are handled in the most con- 
venient manner. Regulation of this type 
become more important - when the 
question of innovations is raised. 


RESTRICTIONS ON USE OF TOOLS 


Again, in the third type of restriction 
—prohibiting use of particular tools, 
equipment, and methods—actual cases 
exist only in certain trades. Unfortun- 
ately, the trades in which they may be 
most prevalent are those which bulk 
largest among the trade contractors on 
the average house—plumbing, painting, 
and masonry. 

As examples, the plumbers, in addition 
to requiring skilled men to handle certain 
jobs, have also traditionally required that 
fabrication be performed on the site. 
This apparently has limited the amount 
of prefabrication and standardisation on 
rough plumbing installations. A new 
agreement allows work to be done in 
shops or factories anywhere in the 46 
counties of northern California, provid- 
ing that the employees doing the work 
are members of the union and receive the 
union scale. This, for the first time, 
permits prefabrication for an entire area. 
Whether it will be used is sfill not certain, 
as previous agreements limiting prefabri- 
cation to the shop on the site are still 
followed. . Under these agreements, the 
employer is allowed to introduce any 
tools or methods he desires. Most plumb- 
ing work for tracts is done through a 
form of shop prefabrication, but possibly, 
under the new rules, a standardised 
system could also be developed for 
scattered houses. 

The painters’ agreements also appear to 
include certain restrictions. The most 
common and important are those forbid- 
ding the use. of spray guns and of 
brushes of more than a certain designated 
size (varying from locale to locale). The 
reason for these rules and the effect on 
painting efficiency have been debated 
vehemently for the past thirty years. Con- 
tractors in the area feel that the rule on 
size of brushes is unimportant. They 
believe, however, that some cost savings 
would be possible if sprays could be used. 

Most other union agreements specify 
that there will be no limitation on the use 
of new tools and equipment. Whether 
this provision is followed is hard to deter- 
mine. It is clearly followed in some 
trades, such as carpentering, where the 
job has become almost completely 
mechanised. In others, however, new 
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mechanised tools have made an appear- 
ance but are not widely used. This is 
true of mechanical trowels in cement 
finishing and of taping machines for dry 
walls. It is usually explained that the lag 
is caused by the difficulty of training 
both the employee and the trade con- 
tractor in new methods. Both are slow 
to adopt innovations. The lag may also 
reflect an unwillingness of. labour to 
work with new tools. It is not possible 
to judge from existing data whether the 
adoption of such tools or similar ones 
is being retarded by union opposition. 
A possible test of whether union ‘opposi- 
tion is responsible for lag in use of tools 
which have frequently received a big play 
in the Press (mechanical bricklaying 
methods, for instance) might be an 
inquiry as to how extensively such 
methods have been adopted in non- 
union areas. If mechanical methods 
are not in use outside the union’s 
jurisdiction, they probably have simply 
been overpuffed and are not truly 
efficient, rather than being held up by 
union objection. 

The fourth complaint against unions in 
the building field has been the claim that 
they are too prone to strike, and that a 
large percentage of their strikes is over 
jurisdictional matters in which the builder 
is only an innocent bystander caught in 
the middle ,of labour’s own wars. As 
we have seen, however, in the postwar 
period, this has apparently not been true. 
The number, importance, and duration of 
strikes in building have been roughly the 
same as for other industries. 

Of course it is possible for jurisdic- 
tional problems to be cost consuming and 
lead to inefficiency even if there are no 
strikes. A prime complaint of builders 
is the difficulty of taking workers into the 
jurisdiction of other locales of the same 
union. If a mechanic has to be paid a 
day’s wages to do only a few minutes of 
work, this too, will increase costs. How- 
ever, On most housing jobs where these 
situations occur, the jurisdictional rules 
that are onerous are usually overlooked. 
As a rule, there is only one craft in-a 
house at a time. The crews are small and 
have worked together. They do not stand 
on formality or trade rules, but get the 
job done. 


LIMITATION OF OUTPUT 


The fifth point is concerned with 
specific limitation of output. This has 
been a controversial point for years, but 
one on which little information is avail- 
able. Almost all union contracts have a 
specific ruling against limitation of out- 
put, and unions claim they adhere to this 
ruling. On the other hand, employers 
frequently feel that their employees 
could do more work if they wished. 

All contracts give the employer the 
right to hire and fire as he sees fit. This 
is, of course, the main stimulant to 
efficiency. The mechanic must meet 
average production rates or lose his job. 
The problem is really whether or not 
these averages are held down by tacit 
agreements among the workers. Most 
feel that specific limitation does not exist, 
but that as a result of a general labour 
shortage, efficiency has fallen. Since men 
are not worried about getting another job, 
there is no great pressure to exceed the 
average rates unless bonuses are paid. 

Related to this is the question of travel 
and show-up time. Employers hold that 
it is inequitable for them to be required 


October 8 1954 





to pay excessive travel time or for whole 
days of which the men work only part. 
The men, on the other hand, see no 
reason why they should go unpaid simply 
because the job is at some distance or the 
employer is too inefficient to arrange a 
full day’s work. 

The final major complaint concerns 
restricted entry. It has been stated again 
and again that unions have ignored the 
public welfare in regulating the number 
of workers in the labour market, prefer- 
ing to keep low the number eligible for 
work so as to maintain high wages. Entry 
has been held down, it is claimed by long 
apprenticeships, by high initiation fees, 
and by closing the union rolls. 

The actual number engaged in con- 
struction in California increased by 108 
per cent. between 1940 and 1950, where- 
as the number employed in all industries 
was increased by slightly less than 60 per 
cent. and the total civilian labour force 
increased by less than 50 per cent. 
Obviously, the construction labour force 
expanded far more than did the general 
labour force. But in addition, during this 
period, the members of the trade unions 
in the building field increased by more 
than 350 per cent. 

At the moment, most unions are work- 
ing under preferential union agreements. 
Under these agreements, employment pre- 
ferences are given to members of the 
union, but if the union cannot furnish an 
adequate labour force, the employer may 
hire anyone he pleases. When this occurs, 
the man is usually required to join the 
union within thirty days. 

All unions state that their rolls are open 
to new members. If a man is qualified, 
he has the right to join. Qualification in a 
skilled craft usually means four or five 
years’ previous work in the field and 
either a testimonial of skill or a satis- 
factory examination. 

The initiation fee and dues of the 
unions have not changed much since the 
prewar period and thus are relatively 
lower, since present wage rates are so 
much higher. The majority are set at 
$100, though some are as low as $50 
and others require ten days’ base pay, 
which could amount to $200. Normally, 
these fees can be spread over long periods 
by depositing an application fee of $10 


- or $20 and then paying 10 per cent. or a 


similar ratio of earnings until they are 
cleared. The rates are not likely to ex- 
clude mechanics seriously wishing to join. 


The area has a very active apprentice 
acs «Arena Under. state aid, it is run 

y joint committees of the contractors and 
the unions in each trade. The apprentice- 
ship agreements are formal, outlining the 
topics to be covered, the hours of specific 
types of work to be accomplished, and 
the amount of formal schooling required 
during the apprenticeship period. There 
are more than 3,000 apprentices in the 
Bay area in the building trades, compared 
with no more than 200 in 1940. 

The training periods are still long. They 
average four years in most trades, with 
a proviso that a year can be eliminated 
if sufficient skill is demonstrated by that 
time. Many claim that this amount of 
time is far too great in proportion to what 
is actually learned. It is also felt that 
even the present number of apprentices is 
not sufficient to furnish the number of 
journeymen required for replacement and 
expansion in these trades. 

This brief survey has shown that some 
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THE TRUSCON PRECAST FLOOR 


is light in weight and can be placed rapidly 
in position, providing a platform 
for following trades. 
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We CAN plan deliveries to 
suit a normal programme. 


TRUSCON “He proved precast floor 


THE TRUSSED CONCRETE STEEL CO.LTD. 
TRUSCON HOUSE, LOWER MARSH, LONDON, §S.£.1. Telephone: WATERLOO 6922 
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Since 1946— 

2 out of 3 new homes 
have been fitted with 
Metal Windows 














..due to the efforts 


of the Metal 
Window Association 











symbol ......of the Metal Window Association is a 
guarantee of good faith and good work. 
For many years the members have been 
gradually improving the efficiency and 
finish of Metal Windows. 


THE METAL WINDOW ASSOCIATION 


BURWOOD HOUSE, CAXTON STREET, LONDON, S.W.1. 
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of the complaints against labour in- 
efficiency appear justified. Many of the 
specifie charges can be proved in indi- 
vidual cases. Some unions do prohibit 
owners from working with tools; some 
require an excessive number of foremen; 
some prohibit use of the best tools; the 
apprentice programme is long; piecework 
is not allowed: On the other hand, the 
number of strikes and of jurisdictional 
conflicts has, at least in the postwar 
period, been greatly over-emphasised. 
When restrictions of various kinds do 
apply, they usually apply only to two or 
three of the twelve crafts. The number 
of men who have entered the industry 
and the unions has been large compared 
with the general increase in the labour 
force. 

The relation between builder (or trade 
contractor) and mechanic differs some- 
what from the popular idea. Basic labour 
skills were likely to vary with the size 
of the firm. Most small builders (60 per 
cent.) maintained their same crew con- 
stantly. They felt that these employees 
were Skilled; they were used to working 
S with them, and they attempted to give 
them steady work. It was not a case of 
calling the union and asking them to send 
out available men for a day or a week. 
Even when they did not keep the same 
crew constantly, most contractors were 
abie to hold their best man or men. Only 
about 15 per cent. of the small firms 
changed their crews after each job or 
group of jobs. 


INFREQUENT CHECKS 


This stability of the working relation- 
ship was important. With small crews, 
many were willing to perform jobs 
normally falling under other jurisdictions. 
When the men would not do these jobs, 
the owner frequently did them himself. 
This eliminated a problem which could 
become troublesome and expensive if it 
entailed hiring a special mechanic for 
some small job. The ability to disregard 
craft lines was simplified by the fact that 

F with adequate work, unions checked the 
jobs of small builders only infrequently. 
About half the small builders reported 
that the job was rarely, if ever, visited by 
union business agents. One-fourth stated 
that such visits did occur occasionally, 
and the other one-fourth had rather fre- 
quent contacts with one or the other of 
the unions. 

Larger projects were much more 
closely supervised by the unions, The 
informal breaking of rules common on 
small jobs was no longer possible. As 
many builders stated, when one gets 10 
or more men on a job, someone carries 
the working rules in his pocket. Then 
crafts have a steward on each job, and 
his relationship with the management 
becomes more formal, since he goes more 
by the book. . 

All contractors also believed that they 
might solve part of their problem if it 
were not for the unions’ restrictions on 
incentive wage plans, In many non-union 
areas, mechanics are hired on a piece- 
work basis. This, it is held, eliminates 
the question of inefficiency. The unions, 
however, forbid piecework on the tradi- 
tional grounds that it leads to a speeding 
up which is disastrous for the workers’ 
health and welfare. Unions claim that 
builders have the right to fire anybody 
not putting out a full day’s work; they are 
at liberty, further, to hire anyone more 
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efficient, who will then be taken into the 
union. In addition, builders can, and 
many do, pay for efficiency, though 
bonuses must not be based on piece rates. 

Another practice to which the builders 
objected was the charging of very heavy 
premiums for overtime. They claimed 
that the current system, which calls for 
time and a half for the first four hours 
of overtime with double time for the re- 
mainder, Saturdays, Sundays, and holi- 
days, was wasteful. They stated that the 
Stress on the short five-day week was a 
carry-over from the period when jobs 
were short and that it had nothing to do 
with health or welfare needs. With the 
shortage having become one primarily of 
labour, builders would like to have Satur- 
day pay revert to time and a half with 
double time prevailing only after a cer- 
tain number of extra hours. 

In addition, small contractors com- 
plained about jurisdictional conflicts 
between adjacent locales of the same 
union, (As an example, the labourers’ 
union in one county has been unwilling 
to grant working permits to men from 
locales in the adjoining ones.) The regu- 
lation in this matter varies from union to 
union. Some have no restrictions against 
men from other locales, ‘whereas in many, 
complete freedom of transfer is permitted 
only if the local cannot meet the demand. 
Others permit only 50 per cent. of the 
men on the job to come from outside the 
area, and some allow only the foreman to 
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be brought in. With small, closely knit 
crews especially, this need to add men 
from outside the home county could be- 
come a decided hindrance. 

Several of the unions do seem to have 
rules and regulations which many outside 
observers believe restrictive. What pro- 
portion of their total wages can be 
ascribed to restrictive regulations and 
how much would they receive if their 
tasks were done under the most efficient 
conditions? 

Ascribing one-third of the total amount 
received by these trades to union restric- 
tions would be a high estimate and more 
than adequate to cover the true situation. 
Eliminating this proportion for these 
trades would mean a possible saving of 
from $230 to $275 per house. In addi- 
tion, it is possible that even the three 
trades against whom no complaints have 
been made do have some restrictions 
which lead to inefficiency. Assuming 
that these are from 10 to 20 per cent., and 
eliminating this percentage for these 
three trades, would mean a further sav- 
ing of $100 to $250, depending on the size 
and efficiency of the individual builder. 
Adding the two estimates, to account for 
possible wastes in all crafts and all labour 
costs, it would appear that a maximum 
estimate of labour inefficiency would run 
from $330 to $525 per house, or from 
about 3.5 to 5.0 per cent. of the total 
cost. 

(To be continued) 





CONVERSION OF OLDER 
HOUSES 


Local Authorities’ Vital Réle 
QPENING the Coal Utilisation Council’s 

new display of modern heating appli- 
ances at the Building Centre, Store-street,, 
London, on September 30, Mr. HAROLD 
MACMILLAN, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, said he was present not merely 
as an advocate of economical modern heat- 
ing systems which would save coal and pre- 
vent smog, but because efficient grates and 
stoves were an important feature of the 
improvement and conversion of older 
property. 

Mr. Macmillan said he had been consider- 
ably impressed by the interest which the 
LCC and other local authorities had shown in 
the Oxford-street demonstration of improved 
and converted houses which had just closed 
after being visited by over a quarter of a 
million people in three months. 

“And, let us face it,” he continued, 
“although our main appeal is to the house 
owners, urging them to accept these grants, 
it is the local authorities in the long run who 
will make or mar this campaign. I heard 
only yesterday of an owner of houses in 
London which are worth improvement, but 
who hesitated for two reasons. He said, ‘I 
am not going to tackle this if it means 
months of form-filling for me, followed by 
local authority delay; and, anyway, they are 
sure to fix a maximum rent which rules out 
my spending any money at all on the houses.’ 

“The Act says, in effect, that if a house 
is given a new lease of life, and if the 
tenants get the benefit of modern instead of 
antiquated living conditions then the Coun- 
cil will fix a maximum fair rent—fair to the 
owner and fair to the tenant. 

“T am grateful to all the local authorities, 
and especially those in London, who are 
already getting on with this vital job.” 


NEW STREETS ACT 


Registered House-Builders’ Form of 
Agreement 


THE INTERIM ReEpPorT for 1954 of the 
National Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers made reference to the decision of 
the house-builders’ section, the Federation 
of Registered House-Builders, that it would 
be helpful if there were available a standard 
form of agreement for use by builders and 
local authorities in connection with the con- 
struction of new streets. This decision was 
the result of the FRHB’s consideration of 
difficudties arising from the operation of the 
New Streets Act, 1951, and had particular 
reference to the recommendation from the 
Minister of Housing to local authorities that 
full advantage should be taken of the ex- 
ception provided in that Act where a local 
authority enters into an agreement with a 
builder for the making up of a road under 
Section 146- of the Public Health Act, 1875. 


The agreement for the construction of new 
streets, prepared by the Federation of 
Registered House-Builders, has now been 
published and a sample copy has been sent 
to all registered house-builder members. The 
new form has been framed fairly to protect 
the interests of the public, the local authority 
and the developer. In essence it is an under- 
taking by the developer to provide a com- 
plete road to any house he may build within 
a specified period after the occupation of 
that house—and an undertaking by the local 
authority thereupon to take over that road. 
The new form of agreement will, it is hoped, 
come to be widely used in those cases w! 
the making of proper roads forms part of 
the housing development. Copies of the 
agreement may be obtained from the 
NFBTE, 82 New Cavendish-street, W1 (price 
1s. 9d.). 
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The Future of Private Housing 
TOWN PLANNING TALK 


N a paper on “ The Future of Private 
Housing” given at the annual con- 
ference of the Institute of Housing at 
Torquay on September 16, Mr. 
HoLroyp F. CHamBers, MVO, FRICS, 
spoke at some length on the question of 
grants towards improvement made avail- 
able under the Housing Act, 1949. His 
remarks in this connection are included 
in the following extracts from _ his 
paper :— 
*Housing—the 1954 Approach ’”— 
“The Future of Private Housing.” Well, 
what is it? The answer all depends on 
whether the new approach offered by 
the Housing Repairs and Rents Act 
really portends a change of heart towards 
the owner of the houses whose assistance 
is now being so assiduously solicited. It 
is long overdue. 
Government White Paper, 
“ Houses—The Next Step,” states “ The 
maintenance and rescue of the existing 
houses where possible . . . must be em- 
barked on as an urgent and compelling 
task.” Agreed—but the physical de- 
terioration of millions of good houses 
over the last 15 years is directly attribut- 
able to the failure to face up to the 
economic realities of the position. 
Generalisations are said to be danger- 
ous, but they are useful because, in an 
audience of 1,000, they can usually be 
relied on to annoy a certain number of 


people and thereby assist to provoke 
discussion. 
Housing for the last 15 years or more 


has been savaged by two things. First: 
the political conditioning of the vast 
majority of the population to regard pre- 
war (or earlier) rental values as unalter- 
able and an ever higher standard of 
housing as their right, apart altogether 
from the economic cost of the com- 
modity or what the nation can afford; 
and secondly (and resulting from this) a 
vicious harpooning of the private land- 
lord as fair game to despoil, disparage 
and vituperate. 


ECONOMIC COST 


The country has become so befogged 
by indirect taxation of commodities on 
the one hand and subsidies on the other, 
that the price for anything too seldom 
bears any relationship to its economic 
cost of production or subsequent main- 
tenance; and the average man does 
not see the inexorable link between 
his desire for better housing and his 
willingness and ability to pay for it. The 
Rent Acts by masking—for far too 
long—this essential relationship have 
done almost as much harm to the tenants 
as a body as to the landlords. 

The housing problem will not be 
solved until the financial aspects of hous- 
ing are faced realistically; subsidies are 
restricted to those who genuinely cannot 
afford reasonable housing, instead of 
being granted indiscriminately to all; 
and until the masses themselves recognise 
that good housing is fundamental to 
good living and, therefore, that it is 
worth paying for. 

Having now deliberately trailed ‘my 


coat, let us, with some of these pointers - 


in mind, examine this new Act in detail 
and see in what direction it is leading. 


Section 16 amends, in certain im- 
portant respects, the provision of grants 
towards improvement available under the 
Housing Act, 1949, and I hope I shall 
not trespass upon other papers if I 
say something as regards Section 16 from 
the angle of the ordinary private owner. 


IMPROVEMENTS 


Section 16— Amendments to the Hous- 
ing Act, 1949.—The Minister’s Circular 
of April 20, directing that works of im- 
provement and conversion néed no 
longer be reckoned as a part of the local 
authority’s approved programme of new 
house building gives the green light to 
the local authority. What greater en- 
couragement is given to the private 
owner to make use of these facilities? 

The difference between the require- 
ments in the Minister’s original circular 
and those contained in his April circular 
are not great, nor indeed can they be: — 
(i) The alternative of a shower to a 
bath—sit-baths can usually be fitted into 
the smallest of rooms and are to be pre- 
ferred. 


(ii) The deletion of facilities for domes- 
tic washing including a copper. This is 
perhaps surprising. Although in London 
the coal copper is regarded as obsolete, 
I am constantly asked for its replacement 
by a gas-copper. Bag-wash and com- 
munal facilities have taken the place of 
large-scale washing at home, yet reason- 
able provision for home washing is still 
essential. 

(iii) The addition of “ where reason- 
ably available” to the artificial lighting 
requirement is no doubt sensible in cer- 
tain rural areas. I would only say that 
the substitution of electric for gas light- 
ing, where the former is available, is 
one of the most beneficial improvements 
which can be installed. It saves greatly 
in subsequent decoration. If re-wiring is 
being done, then I am certain it is worth 
while installing power-plugs at the same 
time. This saves an immensity of 
amateurish wiring, often dangerous and 
continually causing fusing. 


(iv) The discretion to provide a small 
refrigerator in place of a well ventilated 
larder or food store is helpful. 

(v) The deletion of the requirement 
that there should be convenient access 
from the street to the back door was, of 
course, an_ essential relaxation. In 
London there are thousands of terrace 
houses with no such access; but they are 
nonetheless worth improving despite 
this trivial disability. 


FINANCIAL RESOURCES 


It is altogether to the good that the 
Minister, in his April circular, has re- 
emphasised that the financial resources 
of the private owner are wholly irrele- 
vant to the question of whether or not 
an improvement grant should be made. 
There may be many considerations which 
are of no concern to the granting 
authority, but which require taking into 
account by the owner. 

For instance, even the lowered mini- 
mum expenditure of £100 on a small 
estate of 100 similar terrace houses—all 
worthy of improvement — represents a 
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substantial investment of -£10,000, and 
trustees, if they have the prospect of 
death duties to meet, may well hesitate 
to transfer such a sum from an easily 
realisable investment in stocks and shares, 
quoted on the Stock Exchange, into the 
relatively rigid investment of hous 
property. 

Many small private owners have not 
the financial resources to undertake these 
improvements, and it should, therefore, 
be beneficial that the Minister has by 
regulation reduced the previous minimum 
expenditure of £150 to the lower figure of 
£100 as originally provided for under See- 
tion 20 (4) of the 1949 Act (S.I. 1954/478), 

There existed no good reason for 
restricting the interest chargeable on the 
private owner’s share of the expenditure 
to 6 per cent. when, under the 1920 Rent 
Restriction Act, he was entitled to 8 per 
cent. The amendment under Section 16 
(8) is only fair and sensible. It may well 
prove to be the most helpful incentive to 
ol use of the provisions of the 1949 

ct. 

I am less enamoured with the amend- 
ment in Section 16 (1) which reduces the 
required period of anticipated satisfactory 
housing accommodation from 30 years to 
as low as 15 years. Originally the Bill 
stated 10 years and the House of Lords’ 
amendment increasing this to 15 years 
was an improvement. Nevertheless, if the 
house to be improved passes all the 
revised requirements made by the Mini- 
ster under Section 15 (2) (b) of 1949 Act 
and is maintained in the future as 
required by Section 23 (1) (d) of that Act 
it is difficult to see why it should not be 
good for 30 years unless—due to faulty 
site planning—the local authority has an 
ultimate Clearance Order in mind. 

If the circumstances warrant demoli- 
tion in as short a time as 15 years, | 
question the wisdom of the State and the 
local authority expending money on 
improvements. No private owner will, | 
think, participate with amortisation of 
his half share of the capital cost under 
30 years. 


RIGHT TO SELL 


If the owner bears the whole cost of 
the improvements he remains under no 
control other than the Rent Acts. He 
can sell, if he obtains vacant possession, 
at the higher than “Investment Value” 
obtainable with this benefit, or to the 
sitting tenant at some midway figure. If, 
however, he accepts a grant he places 
himself for 20 years under the additional 
control of Section 23 of the 1949 Act, 
and, if I am correct in my interpretation 
of this Section as amended by Section 16 


(7) of the Housing Repairs and Rent Act& 


it precludes a sale at this higher figure. 
Moreover, this additional control will 
continue even should the Rent Acts be 
repealed in the meantime. 

I have not forgotten Section 24 of the 
1949 Act; but repayment of the grant is 
at the discretion of the local authority. 
I hope someone will comment on this. 
Land owners will no doubt continue to 
consider themselves better advised not to 
incur this additional control. 

More owners of large estates of week! 
rented properties have, however, expen 
ded capital upon improvements and 
modernising their properties than 1 
generally thought. One estate under m 
management in London has spent ove 
£17,000 since 1947, and two others some 
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The light weight 
tile that looks 
so good— 
and costs 
so little 





INTERLOCKING ALUMINIUM 
ROOFING TILES 


Laying speed 8-10 sq. yds. per man hour. 
Great durability, minimum maintenance. 
Safe load 40 lb. per sq. ft. (24 Gauge). 
No fixing holes through roof surface. 
Exceptionally light weight. 

First class appearance. 

Minimum pitch 9°. 

Low initial cost. 


Made in England by: 


Prefatile (G.B.) Limited 


Further details on application to: 
Dept. B, 78 BUCKINGHAM GATE, LONDON, S.W.1 ‘Phone: Abbey 5291/2 
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Cold, onnude anil TEAK 


Nature usually sees to it that man’s struggles to wrest her rarest treasures are in proportion 
to the qualities of the treasure. The search for yellow specks in the soil goes on in the most un- 
comfortable places because there is no substitute for gold. The mighty efforts of man ‘and beast to 
extract rare Teak trees from remote Asiatic forests continues for no less reason and to more purpose. 
Discerning and practical men the world over know that there’s nothing like Teak for woodwork that 
must resist attack from water, wind, chemicals, insects and high temperature, for centuries if necessary. 


Of course, it’s dearer than most timbers; but it is good value. Morris can tell you all about Burma 
and Siam Teak anid supply most building trade specifications from stock. 


Other hardwood specialities stocked 
by Morris include Mahogany, Iroko 
and Wainscot Oak. 


RAVENSDALE WHARF, STAMFORD HILL, LONDON, N.W. Tel: Stamford Hill 661! (6 lines) 
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what less, but, nevertheless, appreciable 
amounts. 

These improvements have consisted 
principally. of bathrooms, or baths in 
sculleries; improved fireplaces with or 
without back boilers; electric light and 
power; deep sinks and other kitchen 
improvements. All these improvements 
have been agreed with the tenants under 
the 1920 Act, and 8 per cent. on the cost 
charged as an increased rent, which they 
have been both able and willing to pay. 


HOUSE CONVERSION 


There exist a large number of mid- 
Victorian houses—of the basement, 
ground, first and second floor type— 
occupied by controlled tenants but which 
are in many cases under-occupied. These 
are eminently suitable for conversion 
laterally into self-contained flats if two 
adjoining houses can be dealt with at the 
same time. 1 may have missed something 
in the Acts, but I should be glad if some- 
one can inform me whether, if an appli- 
cation is made for a grant, possession can 
be obtained despite the Rent Acts. 

Cases of this type provide scope for 
jcint action between the owners and the 
local authority—the latter providing the 
initial alternative accommodation, the 
former then carrying out the conversions 
and accepting other local authority appli- 
cants at rents which will have been agreed 
by the local authority under Section 22 
of the 1949 Act. If I am correct that 
no provision has been made to enable 
possession to be obtained in such cases, 
I think a future amendment on these lines 
might be helpful. 


HOUSING REPAIRS 


In the last half of this paper, Mr. 
Chambers dealt with Part II of the Hous- 
ing Repairs and Rent Act which, he said, 
suffered from being over-complicated and 
hide-bound with restrictions. It was, 
however, the first pointer in the right 
direction, and as such deserved a limited 
welcome if it proved workable in practice. 


ALLEGED FRUSTRATION 
OF BUILDING CONTRACT 


An Islington Case 


THE Law and Parliamentary committee of . 


Fulham Borough Council reports that the 
Metropolitan Boroughs’ Standing Joint Com- 
mittee have received a letter from the Isling- 
ton Borough Council, stating that a firm of 
building contractors proposes to claim 
against that Council for payment on a 
quantum meruit basis for the execution of 
work carried out under a building contract, 
the completion of which the contractors 
allege to have been frustrated as a result of 
failure to obtain the necessary materials, 
etc. The cost of fighting the case to a point 
where a final decision in principle is 
obtained will be onerous and the Metro- 
politan Boroughs’ Standing Joint Committee 
tecommend constituent Councils to agree to 
make a contribution towards the cost. A 
similar request is being made to Borough 
Councils outside London, through the 
Association of Municipal Corporations. 

The Fulham Committee states that the 
point at issue is one of importance to all 
local authorities: who let building contracts 
during the immediate post-war years, and 
have recommended their Council to agree 
to make a contribution towards the cost 
involved. 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISION 


Garage in Front of Building Line: 
Successful Appeal 


HE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has allowed the appeal 
of Mr. A. W. Ponder against the Whitstable 
UDC’s refusal to allow him to erect a garage 
in front of his bungalow in Chestfield-road, 
Whitstable, on the grounds that the garage 
would project in front of the building line. 
The Council based their case on the pro- 
visions of the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1947, but earlier they had opposed the 
development on by-law grounds. The plans 
for the garage were prepared by Mr. W. 
Michael Bishop, LRIBA, MInstRA. 


The bungalow in question is situated on a 
building plot too narrow to permit the erec- 
tion of a garage at the side of the property. 
The proposal was to erect a garage on one 
side of the appeal site but in front of the 
bungalow. Permission was refused by the 
Council on the grounds that the proposed 
development would project in front of the 
building line and would be unsightly and 
detrimental to the amenity of adjoining pro- 
perties. It was contended that there were 
numerous lock-up garages in the town. 


On behalf of Mr. Ponder it wag stated that 
residents of adjoining properties raised no 
objections to the proposed garage; that there 
were no lock-up garages within a mile; and 
that dismissal of the appeal would cause 
undue hardship as Mr. Ponder had to use 
his car each day for his work. 


In announcing his decision, the Minister 
states that he is satisfied that the proposed 
garage will not seriously affect the amenities 
of the adjoining properties, but he considers 
that the window in the garage on the side 
away from the house should be omitted on 
amenity grounds, He has _ accordingly 


decided to allow the appeal subject to this - 


condition. 


es 
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HOUSE PURCHASE FOR 
THE MILLIONS 


A Guide to Buyers 


HH OUSE-PURCHASE for all whose in- 

come is sufficient to maintain mortgage 
Tepayments and normal outgoings having 
been made possible by the plan recently 
evolved by the Government in co-operation 
with building societies and local authorities, 
there was an obvious need for a booklet ex- 
plaining in simple language what the intend- 
ing purchaser is committing himself to. 
This is well provided by “ Everyman’s 
Castle,” by J. G. T. Forbes (Franey and Co., 
Ltd., price 1s.). 


In the past many people have plunged into 
home-ownership without realising the serious 
responsibility they were undertaking, and 
some have lived to regret it. No one who 
reads this booklet carefully will be able to 
complain that he “did not know.” The 
reader is told not only how to go about the 
buying of a house but what it is going to 
cost him, immediately and regularly in the 
future. If he proposes to build he is advised 
to employ a builder registered with the 
National House-builders’ Registration Coun- 
cil, and the advantages of engaging an archi- 
tect are stressed. 


The greater part of the booklet, however, 
is concerned with the services of building 
societies, which are fully explained. More 
information about other sources of financial 
aid might have been given, for instance, the 
fact that loans are obtainable from local 
authorities under the Small Dwellings 
Acquisition Act, at a lower rate of interest 
than that charged by a building society. The 
omission should be rectified in a later 
edition. 


FLATS AT WEEDS WOOD 

The Ministry of Housing has approved 
the erection of three-storey flats on the 
Weeds Wood Estate by Chatham BC at a 
cost of £72,126. 
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THE BUILDER 


IN ASIA 


Australian Architect’s Work for United Nations’ Commission 


= WESTERN expert can contribute a 
good deal to the stimulation of pro- 
gress in the field of housing in Asia,” says 
an Australian architect, Mr. G. J. Mylne, 
BArch., ARAIA, now working in Bangkok, 
Thailand, for ECAFE, “if he understands 
that this involves something more than the 
introduction of brand-new techniques and 
materials from the highly industrialised and 
economically powerful nations in which he 
is accustomed to working professionally.” 
Mr. MYLNE continues: In August, 1953, 
I was granted two years’ leave of absence 
from the Department of Works at Canberra, 
Australia’s national capital, to accept the 
appointment of Housing and _ Building 
Materials Expert in the Secretariat of the 
Economic Commission for Asia and the Far 
East. 

ECAFE is one of three regional economic 
commissions of the United Nations, the 
others being concerned with the European 
and Latin American regions. 

The Commission’s terms of reference in- 
clude, among others, “ the initiation of and 
participation in measures for facilitating con- 
certed action for the economic reconstruc- 
tion and development of Asia and the Far 
East and for maintaining and strengthening 
the economic relations of these areas, both 
among themselves and with other countries 
of the world.” It requires little imagination 
to appreciate the magnitude and complexity 
of such a task. 

Australia and New Zealand are among 
the 24 members and associate members of 
the Commisison, which embraces most of 
Asia outside Russia. The raising of exist- 
ing living standards and the provision of 
new housing in both urban and rural areas 
of this vast region constitutes a major part 
of the reconstruction and developmental 
plans of all the countries. 


A GRAVE PROBLEM 


The housing shor‘age was a grave econo- 
mic and social problem before World War 
II, which worsened the situation in many of 
the countries, more particularly Burma, 
Malaya, the Philippines, China, Korea, 
Japan and Indonesia. Since the war, the 
partition of the Indian sub-continent in 1947 
created a serious refugee problem, and poli- 
tical unrest in such countries as Burma, 
Indonesia and Malaya has further added to 
the existing difficulties. The present situa- 
tion in Korea and Indo-China requires no 
comment. 

Newly independent nations are striving to 
plan and develop against a background of 
economic uncertainty, insufficient industrial 
output and shortages of trained technical 
personnel. There is, however, an obvious 
awareness of the need for meeting the hous- 
ing shortage and most of the countries have 
made comparatively liberal provisions in the 
budget of their overall development pro- 
grammes for this purpose. In India, the 
current five-year development plan provides 
for an investment of Rs.490m. in govern- 
ment housing alone; i.e., an investment at 
the rate of almost Rs. 100m. per annum. 
The Government of Burma intends to spend 
Rs40-50m. annually on housing. Singapore 
is already spending at the rate of M.$10m. 
a year. Energetic programmes have been 
initiated in Ceylon, the Philippines, Indo- 
nesia, Japan and other countries. 

In this region, new ideas and new methods 


are certainly welcome, but in rural areas in 
particular (80 per cent. of the people are 
essenually rural dwellers), these must be 
applied to improve the centuries-old tradi- 
tional building practices rather than to re- 
place them. 

New knowledge is studied, digested and 
finally accepted wholly or in part, only as 
it can be fitted into the existing scheme 
of things. Rural peoples everywhere tend 
to be suspicious of innovations and are slow 
to accept what may appear to the Westerner 
to be the most obviously desirable develop- 
ment. Improvement in rural housing is thus 
expected to lag behind urban development. 

The applications of research findings such 
as those arrived at by the Australian Com- 
monwealth Experimental Building Station in 
the past few years on improved techniques 
of rammed earth and stabilised earth build- 
ing construction, is the sort of thing which 
can bring about real advances without much, 
if any, additional cost to millions of village 
dwellers, provided that such ideas can be 
“sold” by demonstration to the villagers 
themselves. Some 145m. people live in the 
arid areas of India and West Pakistan alone; 
70 per cent. of all dwellings in these areas 
having been constructed with earth walls, 
floors and roofs from time immemorial. 


The Asian countries have to tackle the job 
of reconstruction along with their other 
obviously pressing problems such as feeding, 
clothing and educating their vast and rapidly 
increasing population. The United Nations 
is helping the countries to help themselves 
in a number of ways, including the provi- 
sion of fellowships for technical study 
abroad by key personnel, direct technical 
assistance in the fields of research and plan- 
ning and by initiating demonstration projects 
and exhibitions. 

The United Nations specialised agencies, 


‘including the World Health Organisation, 


the UN Educational, Scientific and Cul- 
tural Organisation, the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation and the International Labour 
Organisation. are all directly interested in 
the raising of housing standards and in com- 
munity improvement in the region. Their 
work in this field is being co-ordinated and 
strengthened by periodical meetings of a UN 
Inter-Secretariat Working Party on Housing 
and Building Materials, ECAFE being the 
agency which co-ordinates their work pro- 
grammes. Meetings, study tours and 
seminars are organised from time to time 
under United Nations sponsorship and with 
the co-operation of governments, on a variety 
of subjects and in various countries. 

A recent outstanding example has been 
the UN Seminar on Housing and Community 
Development, held in New Delhi during 
January-February of this year. Some 100 
delegates attended this Seminar, which had 
been sponsored by ECAFE, the UN Techni- 
cal Assistance Administration and _ the 
Government of India, and to which 12 
world-ranking experts were invited from 
countries as far afield as the United King- 
dom, Australia and the USA. The director 
was an English professor of town planning 
from the University of Toronto, Canada, and 
I had the honour to serve as assistant direc- 
tor, besides taking an active part in the pro- 
ceedings themselves. 

During the three weeks’ meeting de'egates 
and observers from 15 countries visited the 
Community Administration Projects near 
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Delhi and the new town of Faridabad, built 
almost entirely under the aided self-help 
method by refugees. A 300-mile round trip 
was also made to Chandigarh, the new ad- 
ministrative capital of the Punjab. 

Concurrently with this Seminar, the 
Government of India, with some United 
Nations participation, staged what has 
proved to be the most successful exhibition 
of low-cost housing ever to be attempted in 
Asia. Included were 80 full-scale modei 
houses, with gardens and furnishings com- 
plete, representative of the best design and 
construction techniques in most of the 
countries of the ECAFE region. There was 
a wide variety of designs and materials, 
ranging from rural bamboo and thatch to 
prefabricated bungalows of plywood and 
aluminium. A number of new and interest- 
ing earth-building techniques were demon- 
strated, as were a variety of experimental 
models in timber and other indigenous 
materials which have been the subject of 
intensive investigation recently. 

A project in which ECAFE is particularly 
interested is the setting up with United 
Nations assistance of two Regional Housing 
Centres, one to serve the humid zone of the 
region and the other the dry zone. The 
first has already been launched by the 
Government of Indonesia on the nucleus of 
the existing research and. testing facilities of 
six technical institutes at the University of 
Bandung in Java. The Government of India 
has offered to assist in establishing the 
second centre. The United Nations will sup- 
port these projects, and it is hoped that in 
due time they will become focal points for 
progressive building research, planning and 
demonstration on a wide international basis. 


EUROPEAN PRODUCTIVITY 


Agency Programme for 1954-55 


THE PROGRAMME for 1954-55 of the 
European Productivity Agency, set up last 
year within the framework of OEEC, has 
now been published. The new programme 
is. based on the fact that results can only be 
obtained on a long-term basis, and that 
a European programme must be developed 
on a self-help basis, since Europe cannot 
rely indefinitely on aid from the USA. 

The programme has been divided into 
three parts, dealing respectively with prob- 
lems relating to industry and commerce, to 
agriculture, and to factors affecting both. 
Problems affecting industry and commerce 
include those relating to housing construc- 
tion, management, labour, technology and 
applied research. 

In the sphere of technology and applied 
research the Agency plans a series of pro- 
jects designed to establish contacts between 
the directors of firms in specific branches of 
industry, to devote attention to the advanced 
training of young research workers, and to 
develop and improve technical information 
services. 

The need for new and better housing will 
constitute a vast market capable of absorb- 
ing the increased output which would result 
from an all-round increase in productivity. 
Based on the conclusion of a pilot building 
mission, the Agency plans a series of activi- 
ties aimed at widespread distribution of in- 
formation on technical progress, the practical 
application of this information, and the 
training of specialists in modern techniques. 
Especially valuable results are expecteds 
from a project on “ modular co-ordination,” 
aimed at the international adoption of 3 
standard and basic form of measurement it 
building. 
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THE BUILDER 


European Housing Progress 
UNITED NATIONS’ STUDY 


HE Secretariat of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe 
(ECE) has published the first of a series 
of annual studies on European housing 
progress and policies.* The study points 
out that in most European countries more 
dwellings were built in 1953 than in any 
post-war year, the increase over 1952 
being about 8 per cent. The study adds, 
however, that the 1953 construction was 
only just sufficient to balance the growing 
needs arising from the increase in popu- 
lation and number of families and to 
provide reasonable replacements during 
the year. A comparison with the year 
1937 suggested that in most European 
countries the general housing situation 
has, in fact, deteriorated over the past 16 
years. 

However, in a number of countries 
programmes now adopted or envisaged 
provide for an expansion of the rate of 
house building, and this, together with 
anticipated slightly lower rates of popu- 
lation increase and family formation, can 
be expected to lead to some improve- 
ment. The study declares it to be clearly 
desirable for almost all European coun- 
tries to increase substantially the number 
of dwellings built per year. In many 
cases this is required simply to avoid a 
further deterioration in housing levels. 
The ECE Secretariat also stresses the 
need for new efforts—going beyond what 
has already been done in recent years— 
to house certain agricultural and indus- 
trial groups, and urges that particular 
attention be given to the needs in many 
countries of old people and slum dwel- 
lers, particularly since a new wave of 
high family formation may be expected 
towards the end of the 1960's. 


Practically all European States give 
some financial assistance to housing, 
though the extent and the methods vary 
considerably. The ECE Secretariat con- 
siders this to be a field where careful 
study and exchange of experience be- 
tween countries might be particularly 
fruitful. Only a few countries have 
worked out rational rent structures. 


WAR-TIME BACKLOG 


In comparing the present housing 
situation with that at the middle of 1937, 
the study indicates that the increase in 
the European population up to the middle 
of 1952 had been about 8.5 per cent. with 
great variations according to countries. 
The percentage increase in the number of 
families, however, was _ considerably 
higher than the increase in population in 
most countries, being in many countries 
twice as much or even more, which 
greatly affected the need for dwellings. 


Figures show that the number of dwel- 
lings per capita has fallen considerably 
in a number of countries from the middle 
of 1937 to the end of 1953, namely, by 
about 20 per cent. in Greece, 16 per cent. 
in the Western Zones of Germany, 9 per 
cent. in Italy, and 5-6 per cent. in France 
and the Netherlands. A fall is also 
probable for some of the countries for 
which sufficient information is not avail- 





* Copies of the study, entitled ‘‘ European Housing 
Progress and Policies in 1953,’’ can be obtained, price 
s. 9d., from the Stationery Office. 


able. When account is taken of war 
losses, and reasonably current replace- 
ment needs, only one country, Sweden, 
appears to have built sufficiently to cover 
the increase in number of families. 
Czechoslovakia may have a_ similar 
balance, because of the migration of 
Germans from Sudetenland. 


For the Soviet Union the war losses are 
estimated at about 4,000,000 dwellings, 
the reconstruction up to the end of 1954 
at about 2,000,000, and the reconstruc- 
tion and new construction during the 
period 1946 to 1953 at 8.5 millions. The 
increase in the number of dwellings per 
capita from 1937 to the end of 1953 is 
estimated at 5 to 7 per cent., but it is 
considered that if allowance is made for 
replacement needs, the housing situation 
in the Soviet Union has also deteriorated 
as compared with pre-war. 


1953 DWELLING CONSTRUCTION 


In most countries more dwellings were 
completed in 1953 than in any post-war 
year; the increase from 1952 to 1953 for 
Europe as a whole being estimated at 
over 200,000, which is about 8 per cent. 
The estimated number of dwellings com- 
pleted in 1953 per 1,000 inhabitants was 
as follows: — 


Belgium 4.6 Netherlands §.7 
Czechoslovakia 3.2 Norway vs ae 
Denmark 4.9 Poland 2.5 to 3.0 
Finland 7.0 Rumania 1.0 
France — 2.7 Sweden .i ee 
Western Germany. 9.9 Switzerland i. Sa 
Hungary 1.7 United ean oa ie 
Ireland 4.0 USSR pe 
Italy 2.9 


The sizes of the dwellings vary much 
between countries. 
shows that relatively high average sizes 
are to be found in the United Kingdom, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, and Frang¢e. 
In the United Kingdom and France the 
average size is, however, being reduced 
somewhat, a development which is stimu- 
lated by the authorities to make possible 
an increase in the number of dwellings 
built. | Recent government proposals in 
Italy are along the same lines. The 
countries which built the most dwellings 
in relation to population, with the excep- 
tion of the United Kingdom, built rela- 
tively small dwellings, mostly with two 
or three rooms and kitchen. 

The survey reviews the financial 
methods used in different countries by 
the State and local authorities to pro- 
mote and assist building of dwellings. 
The provision of buildings to let for the 
account of public bodies is the main 
form of financing urban house construc- 
tion in the Soviet Union, and is very im- 
portant in other. East European coun- 
tries. The method of granting public loans 
is used in all European countries, and is 
the most important one in most Western 
countries. Interest rates are usually below 
the market rates. In the majority of the 
countries, both in East and West, more. 
than two-thirds of the dwellings built get 
some kind of financial assistance from the 
State. The percentage of the average in- 
come of a worker required to pay the rent 
of a standard-type subsidised dwelling is 
in Western European countries about 15, 
in Eastern European countries consider- 
ably lower, often from 5 to 8 per cent., 


The ECE survey , 
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and in the Soviet Union from 3 to 6 per 
cent. 


BUILDING COSTS 


In most European countries the 
mechanisation and standardisation of the 
building industry is making noticeable 
progress, and new materials are coming 
into use. It was too early, however, to 
assess the effect of these changes on 
building costs, which in Western Euro- 
pean countries were stable during 1953, 
and in most cases on a level slightly lower 
than that of 1952 because of some reces- 
sion in the prices of building materials. 
Improvements in productivity also took 
place, both because of more rational 
design and more rational use of materials. 

The ECE Secretariat reports that, 
despite some encouraging features in 
1953, the high level of building costs 
remains a major obstacle, limiting the 
rate of house construction. In large 
measure this is a problem to be solved 
by the building industry and related pro- 
fessions, by means of a continuous search 
for higher productivity. However, there 
are many different ways in which govern- 
ments are promoting or can promote cost 
reduction; but there were no striking 
developments in 1953. Some of these 
matters, such as consideration of factors 
ensuring a long-term and steady demand 
for the building industry, the revision of 
building regulations, the improvement of 
methods of contracting, and special 
measures to assist small firms, are already 
under examination by the ECE Housing 
Sub-Committee. 


LMBA 


Floodlighting the City 


FFOLLOWING the suggestion made by the 

Lord Mayor, at the LMBA’s luncheon 
last week, that builders working on the . 
reconstruction of the City might flood-light 
their sites on the occasion of the Lord 
Mayor’s banquet on November 9 in order 
to show the extent of the work now in pro- 
gress, the LMBA is circularising all its mem- 
bers known to be working in the City urg- 
ing them to adopt the suggestion. 

In his speech the Lord Mayor said that 
the City authorities could easily arrange for 
guests to arrive by a circuitous route so that 
they might see just how much is really being 
done. 


Presentation of LMBA Medals 


Sir WALTER MONCKTON, Minister of 
Labour, is to attend the presentation of 
LMBA apprentices’ medals by Marshal of 
the Royal Air Force Lord Tedder, in 
Drapers’ Hall-on Friday, Ocfober 29. The 
Lord Mayor is to preside. 


Awards to Essex Apprentices 


Mr. E. L. JoNEs, secretary of the London 
Branch of the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades’ Operatives, is to present the 
prizes awarded by the LMBA’s North- 
Eastern Area for the best apprentice in their 
district at a dinner at Ilford on October 26. 
Mr. L. F. Chamberlain, chairman of the 
Area, is to preside, and Mr. S. J. Clapp, 
chairman of the West Essex Chapter. of 
Architects, will be among the speakers. 

The prize-winners are all apprentices 
indentured under the National Joint 
Apprenticeship Scheme for the building 
industry. 
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ACCIDENT ON BUILDING 
SITE 


Claim Against Builders for Negligence 
Succeeds 


GUMMING up in a case at Westminster 

County Court on September 30, arising 
out of a workman’s fall down the lift-shaft 
of a Honeypot-lane, Stanmore, factory, 
Judge Dale said it would be “a surprising 
and unusual thing for a British workman at 
the end of a day’s work to climb two floors 
for the sake of a lark.” 

Mr. John Russell, defending counsel, had 
suggested that the workman had climbed to 
the top of the building as a “frolic” be- 
cause he had that “Saturday afternoon 
feeling.” 

Mr. Russell appeared for Messrs. H. F. 
Meech (Builders), Ltd., of Riverside-road, 
Summerstown, SW17, who were sued by Mr. 
Thomas Ward, of 53, Cullington-close, 
Wealdstone, for damages for negligence. 

Judgment was given for Mr. Ward for 
£115 12s. damages with costs. The sum 
awarded included £65 12s. agreed special 
damages for Mr. Ward’s eight weeks’ loss 
of earnings after the accident on May 2, 
1953. 

Mr. Charles Lawson (counsel for Mr. 
Ward) said defendants were carrying out 
work at the time at the Brylcreem factory 
in Honeypot-lane. Mr. Ward, a builder’s 
labourer, was engaged in cutting some key- 
ways in concrete at the bottom of the lift- 
shaft with an electric drill. Finding that one 
of the drill chisels was blunt, Mr. Ward had 
to go to the second floor where the chisels 
were kept and his only means of getting 
there on that Saturday afternoon was by 
climbing up three ladders inside the lift-shaft, 
said counsel. 

“He was somewhere on the third ladder 
when it slipped, came adrift from its moor- 
ings and down came plaintiff, ladder and 
all,” said Mr. Lawson, who submitted that 
jt was the duty of defendants properly to 
maintain a secure ladder or warn their 
employees they must not use the ladder. 

Mr. Lawson said the defence was a denial 
of negligence. Defendants alleged Mr. 
Ward had no right to be on the ladder at 
the time. 

In evidence Mr. Ward said that as he 
neared the top of the ladder it fell back- 
wards and he was thrown off. The next 
thing he remembered was when he awoke in 
hospital. He suffered injuries to his groin 
and back. In cross-examining Mr. Ward, 
Mr. Russell said: “I suggest that this story 
of going to get tools was an after-thought 
to explain why you fell from a ladder up 
which you should never have climbed.” 

“No, sir,” replied Mr. Ward. 

Evidence that tools were kept on the top 
floor was also given by two other men who 
worked for defendants at the factory at that 
time. 

A defence witness, Mr. Norman Tomlin- 
son, said he was working with Mr. Ward at 
the time of the accident. He denied that 
Mr. Ward climbed all the ‘way up the lift- 
shaft—he said they walked up to the first 
floor by stairs. Mr. Ward then climbed 
up the shaft towards the top floor but fell 
from the ladder to the bottom of the shaft. 
He denied that Mr. Ward said anything 
about going to collect any tools. “ He said, 
‘Shall we have a look at the rest of the 
work being carried out?’” alleged Mr. 
Tomlinson. 


THE BUILDER 


Cross-examined, Mr. Tomlinson agreed he 
had difficulty in understanding Mr. Ward’s 
Scotch accent. 

Mr. Frederick James Coles, foreman in 
charge of the job for defendants, said there 
was no need for Mr. Ward to leave the 
ground floor to get a chisel for the drill. The 
tools should have been on the ground floor. 


Giving judgment, Judge Dale said he 
thought Mr. Ward’s story was a true one, 
and was the solution to what was otherwise 
inexplicable. Mr. Ward must have gone to 
the top of the building to fetch some tool. 
If it was dangerous to go up, he should have 
been warned quite clearly that the ladder 
was not safe. 


TESTS ON WOOD 
PRESERVATIVES 


New FPRL Bulletin 


“ BMELD Tests on Wood Preservatives 

used for Pressure Treatment,” Forest 
Products Research Bulletin No. 32, was pub- 
lished on October 2, by HMSO for DSIR, 
price 2s. 6d. 

Field tests on wood preservatives have 
been carried on at the Forest Products Re- 
search Laboratory since 1928. . Results 
obtained up to the end of 1953 on preserva- 
tives normally applied under pressure are 
given in the present publication. 

A certain amount of information about the 
toxicity of preservatives and their endurance 
can be learned from laboratory tests, but at 
present the only satisfactory method of 
measuring their effectiveness is the field test. 
It may take ten or twenty years to obtain 
useful results by this method. 


The tests reviewed are limited to those on 
preservatives normally applied under pres- 
sure. These are comparatively few and of 
two types—oils and water soluble salts. The 
oil preservatives include coal tar, creosote 
and mixtures of coal tar creosote with a 
mineral oil or with coal tar. Solutions of 
copper naphthenate or pentachlorophenol 
in a mineral oil are also used. The principal 
water-soluble preservatives are various pro- 
prietary mixtures of salts available under 
trade names. 

The long-term field tests were carried out 
by treating specimens of wood with the pre- 
servatives and setting them about half their 
length in the ground side by side with un- 
treated controls. The tests were duplicated 
at three different sites to offset the variation 
in results caused by locality. The timbers 
used were four common home grown ones, 
oak and beech representing hardwoods, Scots 
pine and Douglas fir representing softwoods. 

The publication describes the different 
types of preservatives, the nature of the tests 
and the results so far obtained. Although 
these are not all complete the information 
now available indicates the general 
behaviour of the different classes of pre- 
servative and those likely to be most satis- 
factory in use. 


CONCLUSIONS 


The report states in conclusion: So far 
the high temperature creosotes have proved 
to be the best preservatives under test. They 
are all highly effective and after twenty years 
there is no sign of any difference between 
them. The low temperature creosotes, how- 
ever, do not appear to be quite so effective. 
At present there is not much to choose 
between the various modern water-soluble 
preservatives under test, although Ascu 
appears to be the most promising. 
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RECRUITMENT OF 
APPRENTICES 


Success of National Schemes 


MPPHE Supt. of Liverpool’s Youth Employ- 
ment Bureau, Mr. W. Duncan, in his 
annual report dealing with the work of his 
department, states that his committee note 
with considerable satisfaction the increase 
in the number of nationally approved 
schemes for the recruitment and training 
of apprentices and young workers, but they 
regret to have to record that these excellent 
schemes for the training of future skilled 
workers are not always implemented locally. 
Where such training schemes are put into 
operation there can be no doubt, says the 
report, that both the employers and the 
workers benefit very considerably while the 
operatives’ associations gain from the know- 
ledge that not only will those entering the 
industry become highly efficient workers 
who are a credit to their organisation but 
parents and boys have greater confidence 
in the future prospects. 

A notable innovation in one of these 
schemes was the introduction by the Liver- 
pool and District Joint Apprenticeship Com- 
mittee for the Building Industry under 
which, after January 1, 1954, any boy who 
had not served his apprenticeship under in- 
denture in accordance with the nationally 
agreed conditions would not later be 
accepted as a craftsman. 

This decision had the effect of causing 
271 indentures to be signed within the first 
five months of the year compared with 119 
during the corresponding period a year 
earlier and should ensure that all appren- 
tices will be given the advantage of a full 
training, including day release for attend- 
ance at a technical college. 

That employers are increasingly placing 
value on vocational and further general 
education may be gathered, the report adds, 
from the fact that whereas in 1939 barely 
40,000 young people were released by their 
employers throughout the country, in 1953 
more than 300,000 apprentices and others 
were attending part-time day classes for 
vocational and non-vocational education in 
colleges of further education. 


HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT 
Figures for August 


THE HousING Summary presented to 
Parliament as a White Paper* jointly by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
and the Secretary of State for Scotland, 
shows that the number of permanent houses 
completed in Great Britain during August 
ee compared with 24,837 in August, 

In the first eight months of 1954, 224,697 
permanent houses were completed compared 
with 197,347 in the same period of 1953. 


COAL INDUSTRY HOUSING 


The last two houses to be built by the 
Coal Industry Housing Association on the 
Hednesford site, near Rugeley, Staffs, were 
officially opened on September 29 and the 
estate handed over to the West Midlands 
Coal Board. Six hundred and fifty houses 
have been built on the site. The founda- 
tion of the first house was laid on August 12, 
1953, and the 650 houses were completed in 
58 weeks. 





*Cmd. 9275 Housing Summary, August 31, 1954. 


HMSO, price 2d. 
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FALKUS 


BROS. LTD. 





BUILDING CONTRACTORS 





CRAFTSMANSHIP 
THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP 


is our watchword and to do things finely and 


| thoroughly is our endeavour. 


The FALKUS ORGANISATION 


has achieved in no small degree the satisfaction 
which derives from good workmanship and -a 


worthy Clientele gives hearty assent. 


46 + BISHOPSGATE + EC2 


H : Telephones : 
London Wall 1876 Bishopsgate 3381-4 (4 lines} 








Telegrams : 
“Falbrowok, Spimark, London” 
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UNDULITE is a translucent corrugated plastic sheeting mittee’s | 
reinforced with fibreglass for extra strength. pede 
It is rigid and durable enough to stand up to the severest — 
weather, and completely shatterproof. dations f 
UNDULITE is made in standard sized sheets to nest co-ordin; 
with standard pitches of other materials and it can be There 


studies i 
cut, sawn, drilled, clipped or even nailed with ordinary nation ¢ 
tools to suit individual requirements. a 
Wherever there is a need for simple, inexpensive day- dimensic 


pil eh reas material: 
lighting in farms and factories, shops, warehouses, garages the Unit 


and office buildings, there is a place for UNDULITE. of the 1 
Write for a copy of our illustrated folder for details of aR 


sizes, prices, colours and uses. 
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MODULAR CO-ORDINATION 


International Study-Conference 


AN eleven-nation investigation of 
*™ modular co-ordination is now being 
carried out under the aegis of the Euro- 
pean Productivity Agency in order to 
assist productivity in the building 
industry, and an international study-con- 
ference will take place from October 
1! to 16 in the United Kingdom to 
examine some of those building develop- 
ments in which an effort has been made 
to rationalise operations, components, 
dimensions and technology. The initial 
meeting will be held at British Standards 
House, 2 Park-street, W1, and the dele- 
gates will subsequently travel to different 
parts of the country to inspect buildings 
and meet various authorities. 

The total number of separate types and 
sizes of manufactured materials and 
equipment used by the building industry 
in Britain has been estimated to be be- 
tween 40,000 and 50,000. Of these, about 
18,000 have been standardised as to size, 
quality and performance, yet while it has 
been possible when deciding standards to 
telate the requirements of some with 
those for similar or associated items, the 
variety still covers a great range. The 
difficulty caused in attempting to fit these 
items together has led to waste of labour 
and materials, and it is now widely held 
that more co-ordination should be 
attempted as an immediate means of im- 
proving productivity and helping archi- 
tects and designers. 

A technical committee was set up in 
1947 by the Building Divisional Council 
of the British Standards Institution to 
investigate modular co-ordination under 
the chairmanship of Mr. S. Rowland 
Pierce, FRIBA, and a number of user and 
manufacturer organisations were invited 
to nominate representatives. This com- 
mittee’s first report was published in 1951 
as British Standard 1708, and it was pro- 
posed that further investigations be 
carried out to ascertain the practical 
problems involved and make recommen- 
dations for a national method of modular 
co-ordination. 

There are two main aspects to the 
Studies in progress. The first is an exami- 
nation of experience gained from build- 
ings already erected; the second, a 
detailed analysis of the form and 
dimensional characteristics of the 
materials and components involved. In 
the United Kingdom these two branches 
of the work have been carried out by 
the Building Research Station and the 
British Standards Institution respectively. 


INTERNATIONAL INTEREST 


Shortly after this work started the BSI 
and BRS proposed to the European Pro- 
ductivity Agency that a full investigation 
of modular co-ordination would be 
valuable as a means of assisting produc- 
tivity in the building industry in European 
countries. The proposal was adopted, 
and plans for putting it into action were 
developed at subsequent meetings in Paris 
and approved by the Agency in June last. 
Eleven countries, including Britain, have 
arranged contracts which will enable 
them to proceed with the work, and 
American authorities will also collabo- 
rate. The eleven Eropean countries taking 
part in the project are Austria, Belgium, 


Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, 
Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and 
the United Kingdom. The UK group, 
represented by the BRS and BSI, has been 
asked by the Agency to undertake the 
co-ordination of the reports from all the 
participating countries. 

The programme for the first phase, last- 
ing about one year, covers the collection 
of data on the present position in each 
country to provide a basis for a subse- 
_— phase, in which it is hoped to 

evelop firm recommendations and to 
explore the problem of applying those 
recommendations to ordinary building 
practice. 

While the term “modular co-ordina- 
tion” implies the need for objective ex- 
amination of the wide rationale of build- 
ings and the materials and methods em- 
ployed in them, it has been realised that 
successful application of the principle 
demands a closer concern with dimen- 
sions. For this reason the problems in- 
herent in current dimensional practices 
will be actively studied by the two investi- 
gating bodies in the coming months. 


A COMMON MODULE 


The problems to be overcome will in- 
clude the development of a common 
module reconciling the two methods of 
dimension, inches and centimetres. The 
early findings of the BSI committee 
showed that while exact relationship to 
the United States’ 4 in. module was 
feasible, relationship to the European 
standards expressed in centimetres could 
only be approximate, therefore it was 
decided that a dimension of 40 in., applied 
in the form of a planning grid, 40 in. in 
both dimensions, should receive con- 
sideration as the basis of modular co- 
ordination. It was agreed that the estab- 
lishment of a vertical module was neces- 
sary, and that although it must be related 
to the horizontal module, vertical incre- 
ments limited to 40 in. would be too large 
for many purposes. It was suggested 
that 8 in. might be the most suitable frac- 
tion for this purpose. 

An example of the advantages to be 
gained in co-operation was found in com- 
paring recent British and German experi- 
ences. In Britain, attempts at modular 
co-ordination have been generally con- 
fined to prefabricated construction, with 
an emphasis on schools; while in Ger- 
many the idea has been employed almost 
solely for conventional construction, par- 
ticularly housing. In Germany, some 
300,000 houses were built on approximate 
modular construction methods in 1953, 
and in Britain modular schools were 
erected to the extent of nearly £25 
millions as well as prefabricated housing. 
At the present stage, however, it has been 
emphasised that the studies so far com- 
pleted have not reached a point at which 
it would be possible to give an indication 
as to the best module — for 
adoption in this country. The investiga- 
tors recommend that until full informa- 
tion from the work in hand is available 
it would be unwise for changes to be 
made to building products now being 
manufactured. 


The EPA contracts are to cover about 
a year’s work, which is to record and 
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study the experience so far obtained. 
After that it is expected that a second 


phase will be organised, in which empha- 
sis will shift to investigating the practic- 
evelopment and 


ability of active 
application. 

The Modular Society is following the 
development of the EPA project through 
its Secretary, Mr. Hartland Thomas, 
MA, FRIBA, a member of the BSI Com- 
mittee, and both BSI and BRS have 
arranged for papers to be presented to the 
Society during the coming season. 


FLETTON BRICK DESIGN 


Effect of Deeper Frog 


ITTHE modified design of the London Brick 

Company’s Fletton brick has been dis- 
cussed by the national executive committee 
of the Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers and the following report on the 
subject appears in their October “ Builders’ 
Bulletin.” It states:— 


In view of the increase in the size of the 
frog of the Fletton brick of the London 
Brick Company which has given rise to some 
comment and concern, members will be 
interested to learn that the Company’s Chief 
Technical Officer attended some time ago a 
meeting of our national executive committee. 


It was pointed out that if bricks were re- 
quired to be laid frog upwards, as.architects 
often insisted, more mortar would be used 
with an increase in laying costs. This would 
also affect bonused work. 


The company’s representative stated that 
the size of frog had been increased in the 
light of the Building Research Station’s view 
that the standard brick was unnecessarily 
strong. Following upon the production of 
a cellular brick, the size of frog had been 
considered, the new type being the outcome. 
Tests on brick piers 9 in. by 9 in. by 4 ft. 
6in. with bricks laid frog down showed that 
the factor of safety over the maximum per- 
missible stresses suggested in B.S. Code of 
Practice for load-bearing brickwork (C.P. 
111) was about 5:1. In the case of the 
ordinary two-storey house the safety factor 
of the new brick was approximately 120:1. 
The average load on domestic structures was 
half a ton per square foot, whereas the 
strength of brickwork with bricks laid in 
1:1:6 mortar with frogs down was about 
1,000 Ib. per square inch. While laying 
frogs down gave less strength than frogs up, 
thermal resistance was improved. Cost of 
production was another factor in fixing the 
new design. Prior discussion with the 
industry had not taken place because of the 
considerable delay which would result, 
although the company now realised that this 
should have been done. A BRS Digest 
would shortly be issued on the new brick 
which would dispel any doubts on its effec- 
tive strength when laid frog down. 

The Federation drew attention to the 
irrecoverable increased cost on current con- 
tracts where frog upwards was insisted upon. 
It was felt that the immediate problem was 
to convince everyone of the advantages of 
the new brick and the adequacy of laying 
frog down. 

As a footnote we would add that this sub- 
ject will appear on the agenda for the next 
meeting of our Eastern Counties’ Joint Con- 
sultative Board of Architects, Quantity 
Surveyors and Builders. The general accep- 
tance of the new brick and its more eco- 
nomical form of laying is primarily a matter 
for architectural practice. 








INQUIRY BUREAU 
Fixing Masonry Cramps 


Q. We have been asked to supply copper 
and phosphor bronze masonry cramps of 
various types. Amongst other types, we 
have been asked to supply cramps either 
split or bent one end and with the other end 
dove-tailed. This last detail we assume is 
taken to mean that the end of the material 
(1 in. x } in. phosphor bronze) is to be 
spread. If our assumption is correct, beating 
out the end of the bar will of course result 
in a reduction of the thickness of the 
material. Are’ we correct in our interpreta- 
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tion of the requirements and if so, is the 
proposed method of manufacture the 
accepted one? 

From the same material (1 in. x + in.) 
we have to make cramps with ends bent, in 
various lengths, 4 in., 6 in., 8 in., etc. We 
propose bending the ends about 1 in. and 
shall be glad if you can confirm that this 
will be sufficient. 


We are also asked for continuous runs of 
copper and galvanised dovetail masonry 
slot. We are entirely unfamiliar with this 
item and would appreciate any assistance you 
can give us here. SELC. 

A, The cramps mentioned should be 
treated as shown on sketch. If, as is said, 
the metal is phosphor bronze or delta metal, 
care should be taken in forming the split 
ends. It would be wise to cut down with a 
hacksaw preliminary to opening out as this 
type of metal tends to be brittle. Bending 
the ends 1 in. to 14 in. should be sufficient. 

The dovetail masonry slot is also indicated 
in the sketch and is manufactured by the 
Abbey Building Supplies Co., in 18 gauge, 
10 ft. lengths and in several metals, the 
popular type being mild steel galvanised. If 
it is intended making these slots, tentative 
inquiries should be made as to any patent 
registered. G.S.S. 


Unsatisfactory Work 


Q. I have owned the property I am living 
in for quite a number of years and during 
that time I have experienced the usual 
amount of roof trouble, and generally 
speaking I have been satisfied and never had 
occasion to reproach the builder. That was 
the position prior to calling in a firm to deal 
with three particularly bad spots, who had 
to be recalled to go over part of the work 
again which still shows results of bad work- 


‘machinery in attractive colours. 
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manship. One part of the roof, over a 
spare room, which is not used, showed a 
nasty patch where the roof leaked, and, 
although it was repaired only eight months 
ago, is now worse than originally. 

Have I to accept the position? I am 
disgusted, as I contend any roof repair 
should give satisfaction for a longer period 
than that which I experienced, if done by 
experienced workmen employed by a reput- 
able firm. WESTERNER. 


A. “ Westerner ” will probably be wise to 
cut his losses and not pursue the matter any 
further with the builders concerned, but he 
should not assume that he has no remedy 
against them. If the present state of the 
ceiling is due to latent defects in the work 
done by the builders which could not reason- 
ably have been discovered when the work 
was accepted, then I think that he would be 
entitled to call on the builders to remedy 
the defects and, if they fail to do so, to sue 
them for damages. Clearly, there must be 
a time limit in all these cases; the precise 
terms in which the work was approved must 
be considered; and there might be a conflict 
of evidence as to the reasons for the ceiling 
being in its present state. It is for all these 
reasons that I think that ‘“‘ Westerner ” may 
be wise to accept the present position, par- 
ticularly if no very great sum of money is 
at stake, but it is worth emphasising that the 
law does not leave the client without remedy 
in this type of case. A.E.T. 


COLOUR IN INDUSTRY 


Twelfth Designers’ Conference 


HE Twelfth Designers’ Conference of the 
British Colour Council opened with a 
dinner for over 70 people at the Central 
Hotel, Glasgow, on September 16. Mr. J. 
P. Glass, chairman of the Interior Decora- 
tion Division, presided. 

After welcoming the delegates to Scotland, 
Mr. Gtass said that the British Colour 
Council had always had very close contacts 
with Scotland, and it was interesting to see 
how many members were showing at the 
Scottish Industries Exhibition. Displays in- 
cluded practically all aspects of colour, such 
as dyestuffs, pigments and textiles as well as 
It was in 
1935 that a firm of steel makers had asked 
for a colour chart showing how various sorts 
of machinery should be painted. The BCC 
produced a range of colours which the 
firm adopted with such good results that 
other manufacturers of machinery had 
followed in their footsteps. That was just 
one example of the way in which the 
British Colour Council could help. 


Mr. ROBERT MACLEAN, chairman of the 
Scottish Industries Exhibition Committee, 
said that the exhibition had been well 
supported, not only by manufacturers in 
industry, but also by local authorities, the 
Scottish Banks, the Chamber of Commerce 
and many private persons. They also had 
the good will of organised labour through 
the support of the Trades Union Congress 
and also of all the unions affiliated to the 
congress. The object of the exhibition was 
to make the increasing range of Scottish pro- 
ducts more widely known. 

Mr. W. A. P. Jack, FRIBA, president of 
the Glasgow Institute of Architects, ex- 
pressed his opinion that the Council was 
fulfilling a great service to all designers and 
those connected with colour. He thought 
they were to be congratulated on holding 
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the conferences at various points around the 
country, thus allowing members to be re- 
freshed by different environments. The 
architect was more of a co-ordinator to-day 
than he had ever been and there was an in- 
creasing use of colour everywhere as well 
as a more colour-conscious public. 


PRINCIPLES OF COLOUR 


On September 17, delegates visited the 
Scottish Industries Exhibition, and on 
September 18, the main theme of the con- 
ference, “ Colour in Theory and Practice,” 
was given by Mr. RosBerT F. WILSON, Art 
Director of the British Colour Council. The 
first part of his talk, illustrated with colour 
charts and slides, emphasised the dependence 
of colour upon light and showed the com- 
prehensiveness of the six spectrum hues used 
at the BCC as a basis for practical work. 
The second part consisted of a commentary 
on slides illustrating schools, hospitals and a 
variety of factories in which the principles of 
colour had been put into practice. 

On September 19, the delegates made a 
day’s tour of the Trossachs amd Loch 
Lomond. The theme of the cenference was 
continued on September 20, when a panel 
of speakers answered questions. Mr. J. L. 
GLEAVE, MA, ARIBA, represented the 
architect; Mr. WooLrson (David Elder, 
Ltd.), and Mr. ROWLAND Jervis (Lewis’s 
Royal Polytechnic), the retailer; and Mr. 
HuGH Rowan (Rowan and Boden, Ltd.), the 
ships’ decorator. Mr. HuGH MCKENNA, 
head designer of James Templeton and Co., 
Ltd., gave the designers’ point of view in 
respect of the various subjects referred to by 
other speakers. Group discussions followed, 
the chairman of each group reporting to 
the full meeting which re-assembled under 
the chairmanship of Mr. RoBERT F. WILSON. 

The conference finished on September 21, 
with a business session which discussed plans 
for the next conference to take place in 
London next spring. 


NEW COMPANIES 


_ THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


John Crawford (Decorations), Ltd. (536525.) Regd. 
August 5, Napier Hse., 24/7, High Holborn, WCIl, 
genl. decorators and bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £500. 
Dirs.: to be aptd. Sub.: B. J. Crawford, 23, Oakview- 
rd., Bellingham, SE6. 

Day Mooney & Holloway, Ltd. (536556.) Regd. 
August 6, 47b, Victoria-rd., Woolston, Southampton, 
bidrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: 
B. W. Day, Devonshire Villa, Station- td., Sholing, 
Southampton. 

Dore Development Co., Ltd. (536558.) Regd. 
August 6, 103/7, se ae Sheffield, 1, bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: R. Gibbs, 28, Old Park-ave., 
Sheffield, 8. 

James Smith (Stockport), Ltd. (536561.) Regd. 
August 6, 24, Glenwood-gr., Woodsmoor, anne, 
bldrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. 


C. Ogle, Lindow End Farm, Mobberley, Ches. 


C. H. Wardroper (Builders), Ltd. (536574.) Regd. 
August 6, 60, Ockley-la., Hassocks, Sussex. Nom. 
cap.: £5,000. Dirs.: C. Hi. Wardroper, Helen A. 
Wardroper and J. F. Wardroper, all of Netherdale, 
Hurst-rd., Hassocks, Sussex. 

Ewan Lewis, Ltd. (536578.) Regd. August 6, 64, 
West Smithfield, EC1, bldrs. etc. Nom. cap.: 

Dir.: E. A. G. Lewis. 23, Church Hill, N21. 

Calens, Tia. (536593.) Regd. August 7, 232, Bury- 
st., Gt. Cambridge-rd., N.9, builders, etc. Nom. 
9 + is .000. Dir.: J. P. Carberry, 1, Normanshire- 
r 

Wesray, Ltd. (536616.) Regd. August 7, Callard 
Hse.. 74a, ey cag st., WI, builders, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. Dir.: C. A. Wilkinson. 79, St. Dunstan’s-rd., 


W. H. Hood & Son, Ltd. (536617.) Regd. August 
7, lla, Kyme-st., York, slating and tiling contractors. 
Nom. cap: or Dir.: L. Hood, 34, Tower-rd., 
Dringhouses, Y 

Steel Moulds, oe (536630.) Regd. August 7, 24, 
Avondale-ave., Staines, Mddx. mnfrs. of concrete 
products and moulds in connection with such pro- 
ducts, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: B. J. Dopsop 
aoe pened M. Dopson, 24, Avondale-ave., Staines, 

x. 
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RAPID _ pre-cast 





concrETE FLOORS 


For information, particulars, a technical handbook, or 
to arrange a personal meeting, please write or telephone 
our nearest Licensee :— 

RAPID FLOORS (WESSEX) LIMITED west of Engiana) 


17, GEORGE STREET, BATH *PHONE: BATH 3534 


JOHN ELLIS & SONS LIMITED orth midiands) 


21, NEW WALK, LEICESTER "PHONE: LEICESTER 56682 


KINGSTON CONCRETE PRODUCTS LIMITED worth of Engtanay 


RYDE AVENUE, HULL *PHONE: CENTRAL 8414 
(Pte. Bch. Exch.) 


TARMAC LIMITED, VINCULUM DEPT. (West Midlands, also Sussex and Hants) 


ETTINGSHALL, WOLVERHAMPTON *PHONE: BILSTON 41101 


WOOLAWAY CONSTRUCTIONS LIMITED (sown waies) 


LANELAY WORKS, PONTYCLUN, GLAMORGAN "PHONE: PONTYCLUN 356 


PRICE & COMPANY (GLASGOW) LIMITED ‘scottana) 


INCHINNAN ROAD, RENFREW *PHONE: RENFREW 2242/3 


THE RAPID FLOOR COMPANY L*: 


Telephone HOLBORN 3274-5 
AFRICA HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON WC2 


ING. GG GGG 


VILL 
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How were they built ? 


It’s always been a bit of a puzzle and we 
can only guess how long it took or how 
much it cost to build the Pyramids. But 
the Egyptians used slave labour anyway, 
so it doesn’t really count. Today you have 
to pay all along the line: labour, time, 
materials and everything, so any ideas on 
saving are very welcome. When it comes 
to scaffolding there’s a very simple way 
to cut costs and that’s by using the 
fabricated NO-BOLT Double Coupler. 
It’s strong and makes the safest, most 
secure method of joining scaffolding tubes 
yet thought of. And you don’t need to be 
a Nubian slave to fix it, nor do you need 
spanners, nuts or bolts; a mere tap with a 
hammer is all that’s required. Releasing 
it is just as easy. It’s fastened by nothing 
more complicated 
than a wedge—an 
idea that’s as old as 
the Nile, in a setting 
as modern as 
tomorrow. 


aga pera waea we wee eer a@eeaee |= & 


FABRICATED 


NO-BOLT 


DOUBLE COUPLER 


7 YR 
S:F-W 


Supplied also with 


CAPTIVE WEDGES 


which cannot be lost. 
Quick delivery ex- 
stock and an efficient 
‘service guaranteed. 


Demonstrations arranged 
to prove that with the 
NO-BOLT system any 
form of scaffolding can 
be erected at less cost. 
Five times the work for 
the same labour cost— 
an 80% saving—is typical 


BRITISH BUILDING & ENGINEERING APPLIANCES LID. 


63-65 London Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire. Tel. : Sandy 104 
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THE NEW IDEA IN 
CONTRACT CONTROL 


Mere book recording of contracts is no longer sufficient 
for the progressive Builder. 


A new method has been specially designed in con- 
junction with the Builder to give him those essentials he 
MUST HAVE. 


A new visible record has been designed in con- 
junction with Builders. ; 


The record has an overlapping visible edge which 
shows at sight every undertaking (whether few or 
many) together with the progress of each contract, 
drawings. and plans submitted, licences obtained, 
approvals from Public Health and Town and 
Country Planning Authorities. 


Coloured signals pin-point urgent action, hold-ups, out- 
standing work. 


Details of contractors involved, their estimates or 
tenders, costings, etc., are all controlled. Water, gas, and 
other services available, together with drawing-office 
costs, estimates, fees, etc., are all provided for. 


The records are housed in compact binders (or smaller 
portable panels if preferred). Records can be inserted or 
removed in correct sequence in a matter of seconds. And 
clerical labour is reduced to a fraction of the work in 
maintaining books and out-of-date systems. 


Where preferred, records can be slotted in files which 
house the documents and. correspondence, each file 
having a flat top across its full width for instant identifi- 
cation and job progressing, thus providing visibility 
PLUS filing. 


This system is the outcome of considerable research into 
the difficulties and requirements of Builders and is 
worth considering in the light of your particular problem. 
Just jot “ Builder’s System ” on your letterheading for 
full details by return. 


Cdannan Systems) 


VISIBLY BETTER RECORDS 
The Shannon Ltd. 


85 Shannon Corner, New Malden, Surrey 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


T= information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

_for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants, 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Hol 
‘St. Pancras. 


rices for 
rn and 


Pit Ballast 
Pit Sand a 
Washed Sand . 
H in. Shingle 
t in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze 3 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


per yd. 


AWS 00 C0 ms & 


CEMENT, etc. 


including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site 

Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C ‘Cement in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site 
lto6ton~ do. i ae 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete i = 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colou: 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to "4358. 9d. - ton. 

White Portland Cement 
Under 1 ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. "per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d: to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up E 

Stourbridge Fireclay, _ loads at Railway Depot, 
London ce aaa 


per ton 


” 
per cwt. 


per ton 


‘BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks... 

Second Hard Stocks . 

Mild Stocks... 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2%in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in _— 
District Commons 
Cellular do. 

Keyed do. 
Rustics ese 
Cellular Rustics .. 
Single Bullnose do. 
Sandfaced . 

Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) _ 
Do. _Bullnose (London Stations) 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) ... asa 

» Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) aa 

Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) _.. 

24in. Best vice Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) eee re 

3 in. do. “(London Stations) 

23 in. Machine- made Sandfaced Red "Facings 
(London Sites) 

7 ~ Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 


es) 
23 i“ Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
Sites, 
2} in. a Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) 


oon A WO anaocooancooeo“eoo 





m 
’ 


2% in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) se 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt “Multi Stock ’Facings 
(London Sites) 

Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers : oe 
Headers ys a aa ame 

Quoins, Bullnose and —_ in. Flats at dite 


per 1,000 


coo fF a 
cococesco a o Ff 


Double Stretchers ... 

Double Headers 

One side and two ends 

Two sides and one end . 

Splays and Squints eee a 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 73% for Best quality and 
plus 74% less 10% for Second quality. 


—— 
ooooo 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLiow Cray Partition BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
; lorry loads. 
y 5 eee aie ae 140 yds. 
2 oe a 140 yds. 
cf ae ms a 120 yds. 
4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 


.«.. per yd. sup. 


CLINKER CONCRETE. 
72) = PES 100 yds. 
24 in. ned na 85 yds. 
‘3 in. <a mae 75 yds. 
4 in. aaa ees 55 yds. 


CRANHAM 


NON 


2 in. 
24 in. 
Z > 


on oo 


rf in. Load bearing quality oh née 
FLoor BLocks 


3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. di 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads j 

4 in. do. 

5 in. 

6 in. 

7 in. 

8 in. 


per 1,000 32 11 
y 34 18 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
. Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
Over 2 tons under 2 tons under 2 tons 
Best Quality +674% +974% +107 7 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% +874% +10% _ +973%  +10% 
Tested Quality +374, 4674 +373°%4971%  +374% tion 
BSS. Tested do. +4732+674% +474%+4974% +473% +1074% 


3 in. Land — Pipes (in 12 in. serecigaas . per 1,000 10 013 Fs 
4 in. O. coo see «oe <a 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 
Monks Park nee ee ine 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered Londonarea_ ,, 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area “a << a 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B. 
Southern Region S a 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. x 3 in. Rubbed, — eet 7” 
stooled cills : E oa vm ft. cube 
12 in. Xx 6 in. do. do. eS ae 
12in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated... es 
12 in. x 3 in. Weathered and twice throated stip s 
14 in. X 6in do. do. ~ 
4¢ in. x 9i in. Plinth, rubbed on ‘top. and face. 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes 


. per ft. cube 


. per ft. sup. 
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STONE—continued rit ae? 
Tem plates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 

tick, ges coped for rendered brickwork ... perft.cube 1 5 

D ~~ one doped ve - nae ; 


12 in. x2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on to 

14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rub 
and front 

12 in. x6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front 

2in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 

2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per vd. sup 


TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French sen — from 

Lincolnshire district “ 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ae ae 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district . 
Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district 
Machine-made 10} x 6% Staffordshire district 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... 
Concrete tiles 104 x 6} see 

do. Interlocking (49S) . 

Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 


paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 


on “ 


3 

7 

andedge per ft. run 8 
r ft. cube : 3 

te 18 

7 

3 


CRaAWwMwoH Doe 


" 
AANDROOOARSS 


= 
x 
S) 


aeeosshP 
xx xXx XX 
SeSsn=n 


~ 
ACOnoonceos 


16x 8 
Note.—Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality be 
Carcassing quality ” 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring > es 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. 1 
do. Honduras do. ; 3 
Oak European do... ‘ ” 1 
do. Japanese do. : ; : 
3 
1 


Ex, i — per standard £105 to £125 
a to £100 


per ft. cube 


do. English Logs sawn 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. 
Walnut African Logs sawn 


DOORS (in Lots I-11) 

Delivered London area. 

14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. om 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6in 
2 ft. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 

2 in. do. but top panel open. 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 

2 in. Panel, top panel open. 
2 ft.6in. x 6 ft. Gin. 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 


SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
tities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) 
¢ in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) 
do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) 
a do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) 2 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 3 in. of thickness. 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
- 100 sq. ft. 
fe Hardboard _ Be see poe ; nS 2 


5 
5 
8 
5 
> 
0 
1 


Pattern 4 x G in deal 


Pattern 2 xG in deal 


NN NN we ee 
ac ao acoeo 


—OOnwa 
— 

Ur Wo = 00 
La 


et ee 
ies 


in. do. 
in. Asbestos Flat | Building Sheets” - | per yd. sup 
—e Felt, ed om ae: = ay - 


pl 
Bat Scotch wr <4 ~~ 
do. pearl moe = sea BA ‘a 
Croid Glue... oe sea ae oo ae 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton lots) ! per ton 
do. 4 in. and up yee jots) . = 
bee Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) ose +. per cwt. 
4 in. and up aoe lots) bes wes “5 
imeaiog Steet Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 


6in. x Sin., 8 in. x Sin., 8 in. x 6in., 10in. x 6in. 
= in. X 6 in. “a cut to wiles delivered London 


° per ton 
Batra for sizes 
3in. x 1% in. 
3in. x 3 in., 4 in. x 3in, 5 in. % 25 in. 
4 in. x 1} in. ote 
44 in. x 1} in., 24 in. x 7h in. 
5in. x 3 in., 22 in. x 7 in. 


ve per $ cwt. 


UAUS eH WUAWND 
WWOCCOSOOCANSCAR 


coooo o& 
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pa 15 


6 in. 
9 in. 
10 in. 
5 in. 
7 in. 
10 in. 
13 in. 
14 in. 
16 in. 
18 in. 
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Steel angles average price eee 
Steel tees feos 
Fabricated wor celivered i London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted a 
Compound girders 
Stanchions van eae 
Compound stanchions fe ie 
In Roof Work—T: and Purlins ... 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concreté bars to — ex London 
Stock ¢ in. diam., _ a 
2 in. “. os ssi see "[per ton extra 
% in. do. _ en Ra — on 6 
in. do. ove ove oe ooo ove ” 
in. do. Je om a aae re * 
MILD STEEL TuBES 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts: 
Galvanised Tube— W.L. Fittings Malleable Fittings 


Class A — + . 
B Light + 234% Malleable List — 35% + 40% 
+ 3% | Hey + 308% 


— 22%, 
— 113% Light + 11% Malleable List — 35% 
Heavy + 184% 


+ % 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 
Gutters 
3 in. 
3} in. 
4 in. 
44 in. 
5 in. 


3 in. 
34 in. 
4in. 
4} in. 
5 in. 


~ yd. in 6-ft. es 


3} in. 
3 in. 
34 in. 
4 in. oe 
LCC. vanced oo. Pipes 
2 in. a ae os 1/Tk 
24 in. des sas ea aBe «o Cf 
3 in. see a ave rat aoe | 7/2 
34 in. ios ae ae ane «-» 10/14 8/11 
4 in. a Fes ses, “MS6e 10/- 14/7 


Above prices for ‘anne: rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. los 
only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 10% and 
tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. — DRAIN PIPes 
In 9-fts. 
cwt. gr. Ib. Bends 
4 in. Pps ee nk Wee Peis 16/6 
6 in. aa _ ee pe pe 36/3 34/3 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. wae * 
in. 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths nig” yd. 
snl a each 
Single Branches ‘ 
Bends square or obtuse “s 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. ,, 
do. 6in. do. ,, 


Assestos O.G. : 


Gutters 6-ft. ange. —_—, 9 

Dropends ... 

Stop Ends 

Angles 

Nozzles oe ap 3/4 

Union Clips ... ee 5 2/1 
ASBESTOS ea ag GUTTERS ry Names ° $ 

n. in. 

Gutters 6-ft. wenesgansa a yd. 2/6 3/04 3/7 

Dropends ... each 2/1 /5 2/8 2/il 

Stop ends Anve Bee fil 1/- 

Angles eae oe - 2/11 3/2 

Nozzles pe ee 2/8 2/il 


Union Clips ... 1/2 1/4 
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FOR NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
IN METAL WINDOW DESIGN 

CONSULT 
HOPES 
a MY pioneers since 1818 with the cup pivot,lok’d bar joint, 
é cam opener, fs 


= 
N 
PRAAAD DO 


_ 
~~ 
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/8 a Ny 
2/5 a, fe _J 


nS |RSS HOPE’S ALUMINIUM 
Sly TUBULAR SECTIONS 


have been designed for doors and large opening casements 
where narrow frames around large glass areas are required. 
j The sections are flanged, hollow oblongs of enormous 
in. SOK IA torsional strength, yet light in weight and appearance. 


i NIM HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD 


Smethwick, Birmingham & 17 Berners St., London, W.1 


it , ms Pee | MEMBER OF METAL WINDOW MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 
2 Li? 
7 
By | BY 
Fey 
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JLLEY S AND — 
ASH CHAIN The only PERMANENT : | 
system of sash hanging. t bt 4 Bones oh 
e ELIMINATE future a 3 24 gan 
LN JS} / _/f maintenance costs. hes calvant 
ga 


THE Gast COosT IS © PREVENT damage to | ee 24 gar 


wood and paint work. , Z ce 26 gar 

THE LAST cOsT ! AVOID risk of personal — a 

So specify ‘RHODES’ and Satisfy Clients. injury through break- * 24 gat 
Write for booklet from... RHODES CHAINS LTD. ing sash cords. ” 


BEACON HOUSE + KINGSWAY + LONDON + W.C.2 










































































A 
Screwdo 


° ryt 
fol et bi 
“do. wi 


Double | 
Heavy C 


costs omy £3-1-6 7's exciusive To‘cALor’ Gas! | = 


Good news! The new Multi-purpose Brass sl 
Blowtorch specially designed by the Lead P. 
‘Calor’ Gas Research Laboratories ‘an 
now costs less to install. For the hire a 
charge on each ‘Calor’ Gas cylinder Tinme 
has recently been reduced by 30/-. comer 
The new torch costs only £3.1.6, com- and 2 
plete with special attachments for 
brazing, soldering and paint burning. 
These are attached or removed by 
a simple knurled nut... There is a 
ladder hook attached to the paint Rolled ¢ 
burning extension for added conveni- suber ot 
ence. And the unique trigger release ~ 

gives a substantial saving in gas con- Brass tul 
sumption. Operating costs are kept aaa 
very low. The model is available, both Basis sel 
as acomplete set or single unit—on order — 


Lead Sh¢ 
from ‘Calor’ Gas dealers everywhere. Lead W: 


Always at your Service For illustrated leaflet write to Dept.'2.A.10. 
4 y ENGLAND: Poland House, Extras o 
161-167 Oxford Street, London, W.t. 5 cwt. al 
REGD. SCOTLAND, NORTHERN IRELAND & EIRE: ; pg 
46-48 St. Andrew’s Sq., Glasgow, C.1. Smaller 


Supplyin 
weight 


' ene Two Gals WS — Allow 
toa Gallon...’ Coarse 


This is a technological age and we readily admit 
that modern industrial processes need their graphs, . Blue Lia 
their time-and-motion studies, their costing “URES on : Hydrate 


analyses and their formule. ~ MULSion Coanng Lump Li 
But no statistics can altogether take the place of the : bray a 
craftsman’s skill—as when we recently supplied we Seite , 


D.E.C. for the wall surfaces of Kidbrooke School, é Baie 
and the Contractor said several nice things about Gypsum 
the way acd = = after ae bog hands’ had Send for your copy yas. - 
spent seve ys on the site wi $ painters. ,200 } 
DURESCO PRODUCTS LTD., CHARLTON, LONDON, $.£.7 It is a big School; it will take 2,000 pupils. And ys ~, <i rh espe Gypsum 
Telephone: GREenwich 0034 those who really must have some kind of formula ee ay oe 12 ft., 
to hang on to may be interested to know that it Duresco Enamel ee 
worked out at ‘two girls to a gallon’. gloss finishes. sais 
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Per ton basis 
in London 
£ s.d. 
40 2 6 
ae ce Prt acts St 
“a ee ia kee * a a 

Ex Merchant’s 

Stock per ton 

Two-ton lots 

£° sé. 


METALS—contijnued 


Iron—Staffordshire ae Merchant ey 
Mild Steel Bars fa3 
Mild Steel Hoops be ate 


Soft sheets C.R. and ass A.— 
20 gauge ante ane ase dng “ye sce. 46-34 
aA a dda aa aa see) ee 
gaug aie dis an eS 
Galvanised Corrugated sl sheets 6 ft. to9 oft a 
20 gauge AY 53 12 
24 gauge aie nee aa ou rae a 12 
26 gauge ve ee ies 7 
Galvanised Flat sheets C CR. and C.A.— 
20 gauge i J 
24 gauge 
26 gauge 


ooo o9coo BAAN 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WorK, COPPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 

.O.H 
4 in. 
77/- 114/6 
99/- 142/- 

95/9 188/- 323/6 462/- 815/- 
132/- 234/4 419/— 554/6 1234/3 


23/3 42/- 43/- 59/6 83/8 
155/3 237/7 433/6 614/- 


21/- 34/9 60/6 74/6 
ldin. 2in. 3in. 34in. 
Caps and screws 36/4 52/9 82/6 105/6 
Brass sleeves... ie as 27/6 27/6 49/6 66/- 

1} x 6 lb. {f <6ib. 2% 7Ib. 3 x 7 1b. 


63/3 78/9 125/9 
76/3 94/9 155/- 


N 
5" 


All per doz. Zin. lin. 1}in. 14 in. 

Screwdown bib cocks beers 
head for iron 

Toilet bib cocks for iron 

Screwdown stop cocks for iron 
do. with two unions for lead 

Double nut boiler screws 

Heavy Croydon ball valves 

Plumbers’ union eiaas ie lead to 


iron 145/3 


Lead P. trap with brass Saati 
screws a 
Lead S. trap do. 
Solder 
Plumbers’ ave ais aes per Ib. 
Tinmen’s hes per ae es aa ais a 
Blow pipe 7 
Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 333d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras Ps follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 
xtra 


Total per Ib. 


”? 


3in. x 19 gauge 

zin. x 19 

1 mi 5e8s 

l}in. x 18 

Igin. x 18 

2 We ae 10} 

Rolled Copper ‘sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras... -- perton .350 5 

Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 6 16 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. “5 6 14 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. ee 6 12 

Brass tubes basic — ae ours and manufactur- 
ing extras : per Ib. 2 

LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 

Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties 


£: s 


Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and ees per ton 
Lead Water Pipe in coils <i 
Lead Soit Pipe 10 ft. or over Zin. to 4 in. dia. 
do. over 4 in. dia. as 

Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton ne Sat per cwt. 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. we aes ae aie at 
1 cwt. do. 3cwt. a os pe 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less ‘than basis 

weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 

extra according to current trade schedule. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £97 15s. Od. per 

ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 
Coarse Pink i in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on - per ton 
do. White do. do. 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. 
do. Fine do. do. 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ait 
Hydrated Lime do. : 
Lump Lime do. 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 
- ranite Chips in 6-ton loads 5 
air exe 
Gy /psum. Plaster Lath or Base Board Ri in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one maneanetek Delivered site 


cco cocoo® 


_ 
PNOOUUMADIAIAIA 


per cwt. 
per yd. 


NN NJSADWOANNOAWOCAD 
SN AWNDOOADACOWA 


La 


1,200 VOR.” ccs 

Gramm Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12ft., #in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery. Delivered site * awe ve 
1,200 yds. a 


LU 
oe 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 
Ceiling Distemper a 
Washable Distemper 
Gloss Paint 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 ‘cwt. drums) . 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 


Ground White Lead, 1! cwt. kegs pe 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 st lots in 1 al. tins per gal. 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg : per cwt. 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg on has mt 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. Be «. per tin 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra per gal. 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. 


SUNDRIES. 


Turpentine substitute (5 gal. ? drums extra ... 
do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. 

Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior 

Creosote (40 gal. barrels) ae 

Paste Powder (1 Ib. _— 

White Lining Paper ... 


per cwt. 


per gal. 
per cwt. 


wNUe mh 
eee 

—Wwrne 
cooo™ 


= 


Tr cwt. 


NJ Woo 
— 
NK OnNPhOO 
oncowoo 


——NALUN 
CONDON 
ree 


per ib. 
per piece 


eon 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside 
Oak Pale Copal i 0s 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ... 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... 
Finest Carriage Varnish 

Front Door Varnish ... 

Japan Gold Size 

Black Japan 

Brunswick Black 

Berlin Black 

Terebene 

Knotting (1 gal. “bottles free)... 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) 


ss) 


ND te ret eet tet tet et BD AD et et 
—e 

LPOUNSCUCTIONN AUN 

SOoSSSoooOAgCAAagagaA 
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GLASS 
Delivered London area. 


18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... 

24 oz. ‘ aa 

26 oz. 

32 oz 

si in. Rolled Plate : 

fs in. and } in. Roug h Cast 

4in. Figured Rolled” and Cathedral, Standard 1 patterns: 

White 

do. Standard Tints ... 
do. Special Tints . aa 

tin. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, 

Reedlyte and saaichomeaied 
tin. Wired Cast . a 
4+ in. Georgian Wired Cast 


Hollow Glass Blocks— 
P.B 5} x 5? 
tx 7h: 


7i x 7} Xx 3 in. 
to match -s =a 


Per ft. super 
s. d. 


Reeded, 


m 1 ee Sr) 
Ss NyNe 


oO 


hPN 


P. BS 
nae Corner wane 


P. 5 3 
P.B.32 
din. Polished Plate Glees, G. G. ‘Qual 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. ... 
a 
45 ft. sup. 
me ra of 100 ft. sup. 


} in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates exceeding 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one deed or 135 in. 

both ways 
Not pate A 180 ft. sup. or ditto . 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto ; 
Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 

The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one - 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one: time. 
Minimum Per ft. super 

quantity s. 


WAS Wp Adnwn 
AUR Cow nNNw 


Description of Glass 

18 oz. sheet O.Q 

Me, oe hae 

a o. aan basa 

in “Rolled Plate . 

4in. Figured Rolled and "Cathedral Standard 
Patterns, White 

}in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, “‘Hammerstripe, 
Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte eas 

Ys in. and }in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cas' 

} in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal mad ian 

4 in. Georgian Wired Cast aaa 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM OCTOBER 4, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 























































































































































































































































Town. Grade KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade. 
Aberavon ..... nee RAS weseeene A BEGSGMAM 5 <cnecconctesssacens aA 
Aberdare A Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B. coll 
Abergavenny ........... peernes A Craftsmen ... et: awe 3/9 3/84 3/8 3/74 Sittingbourne ..... A2 

si oka Sk i are = 
Asetegton vm Labourers... 3/33/38 3/2k_ 3/2 Gees co. 
Addlestone .. A Sleaford U.D. A2 
Town. Grade. Town. Town. Grade. 
yy ne og a : < Bungay rinses gone A2 Fel er Loxton Siiccexascdanagarte’ A2 Smethwick C. = eg 
omnes U.D rt PAGS + sissepedvasecnndad doseebs A Fleetwood; “ Lyneham (Devon) . A2 oo, va RS +A 
te aed = Burton-on-Trent C.B. ...... Flint raheaincoty ge balls -tA2 
Altrincham “A | Bury A | Folkesisos™. 2 | Maidenhead 2222. Ai | geometeonad ~ 
| Sucincumeshineenesces ots 2 aidenhead .. z Bee 
an Deng — Bury St. Edmunds . i — on — ran Al ane oe ig Sea Dist. — 
pennien ay ant uxton a NE ee cccosentscacencsied Malt A South Shicids CB... a 
ear KD | Byfleet .....sscessesseeseserses Al | Gainsborough U.D. ......... a | Malton Gan i | eae eet 
Arding\y .. ..A2 CREE VANE -asshecscsyscccvios A Gateshead ........... A Malvern _U.D.. 1 Stafford M.B..... aay 
Arundel . .A2 Cambridge mee Gillingham (Kent). . Manchester .... “ Staines .......... a 
OR dcssnnceaspeapisabspparivel A2 Cannock U.D. 1OSSOP —...eeeeeeeee .- Manningtree +: Al Stamford M.B. eee S| 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A Canterbury CII oi cic cacao ceasgsahie Mansfield M.B. ..........+.++ A Stantonwick a 
Ph re a ee re eee ea oan Cnty. of ha — veeeeeees ~~ Stevenage A 
Ashford (Kent)........ Cardiganshire, County of tA2 EE Saree IISc sescntedtenscotueces A Stockport .. a 
Ashford (Middlesex).........A WME xtnnaticeeecceccctaaate Goole M.B..... Market Harborough U.D. A Stockton R.D. ... A 
Ashington ... A Carmarthenshire,Cnty of ¢A2 Gosport ....... ON PREPS 5 SI A Stockton-on-Tees .. A 
Ashtead A Caernarvonshire, Cnty. of tA2 Grantham M.B. Matlock U.D. Al Stoke-on-Trent C.B._ A 
Ashton-under-Lyne ......... A Carnforth .. A Gravesend ...... Melksham .......... A2 Stoke Orchard .. Al 
Aspatria and ieayton vestel A2 paren many one hone emia y Melton Mowbray U2 ae Stourbridge M.B. A 
Atherstone R.D. (partsof) A MROEMUD cicescaosioe 3A rimsby elton Moworay U.W....... Stourport U.D. . A 
SR Re A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith A Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Merthyr ......... A OP EE Ea Al 
Aylesby (Yorks) ay Charmy Down ..... cle Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough A Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ...A 
Aylesham ....... .A2 eS District ... Al — asees A . rr wwe seeeeee 4 Sunderland District A 
eadle (Staffs) R.D... uA uiseley ....... xe 1 Ww aii unningdale ............. 
ne eT “ Chelmsford 0... “A | Halesowen M.B.. A) ee | Sutton Coldfield MB. 
ID aukcnahusceckacincpes Ee ee oeee waffham 
ay Castie U. _e Chepstow oweAl ~-ernenale — Morley ........ A Swanage .... 
Barnoldswick U.D. sae Chertsey EL STUER. A Haresfield cael Mundesley . Swansea 
eee south = rhcid MB — Harlow .. A Nantwich eee a b . 
Barrow-in-Furness ane reoeed ie : me Harpende: A Nelson ... PUEIRGEE NUD S <cccccnctcoscesncas A 
% ori oe ee Chesterfield R.D.... uA Harrogate A Newark-o 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D Chester de Stree UD. ie nal . se ¢ Tamworth M.B. .......cccccces A 
wan Thrussington A2)...A p y Tenterden ...... a 
Pre Chichester snsoseserocccnasseseoDhe Harwich ..... A Newcastle-on-Tyne A Tewkesbury ...... Al 
we R.D. (exc. Willough- Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Hasiemere ... ey: Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A Thames Haven ae" 
by-on-the-Wolds Al)...... A ham Within and Harden- Hastings ...... ae New Forest District ......... Al Thetford ............ Al 
Basingstoke : Huish) ............ssseeesesees A2 Hatfield (Herts.) ... ne Newmarket _ ..........00 Soil TROPBE WAY sasiisiisssvsscscese a 
RG cus ~ Chorley  ccccoccseccooessssecees A Haywards Heath .. A2 Newport, Mon. ... eae * Thurrock U.D.C. Area ...... A 
A Clacton ...... Al Heme! Hempstead ... A Newport Pagnell .. AZ North of, to Billerica: 
Batley .. . % ’ yA 
Baxterley “Al Cleethorpes .......sscccseccreees A Henley-on-Thames ae: Newton Abbot ....... ey ji, ae RE ye 
Beaconsfield D “Al Clevedon Al 2 ee ee A2 Northallerton Dist. éolh Todmorden .. A 
x Cleveleys .... aA Herefordshire, Cnty. of... $A2 Northampton C.B. A Tonbridge . Al 
ry Clitheroe ....... A ETE A2 North Shields...... A Torquay .. Al 
A Coalville U.D. ... A Hertford .. uA Norton Radstock Al Totnes .. Al 
Cobham (Surrey) a Hexham U.D.. A Norwich ....... A Trowbridge a wA2 
Colchester uA Heysham .......... ah Nottingham C.B. A Tunbridge Wells... ah 
Colne. ..... A High Wycombe Pe | Nuneaton M.B.... A Tynemouth C.B. ...............A 
a el 1 | BABtMOR srcmromnemAR | Oakham UDannnnenA2 | Uppingham (Salop)vn.Al 
Consett ..... or chin’ . Pak a... a “4 Uttoxeter OD... 5..60.08008 A2 
seed Sees Stee, sea aA p nnicoa gg emg oe — . _ Ormskirk SchMet heics A wee stteeeeeeesseeseeeees ‘ 
eee sa creee pth =f FROTICY —ceeeee ee Ossett an Horbury A ls teens ooee 

k ted SFY Coventry.C.B. ......... A Horsham suche xs Walsall C.B. a 
a neon “AL | Cranbrook ... -A2 | Horwich ....... a 1 ae AL | Walsden .......... ae 
Berwick Dis i. Cranleigh ........ --A2 Headeretald ay Walton-on-Naze Al 
ie... ok Crawley (Sussex) Et Bh Paignton .. Al ae ar 
Bexhill-on-Sea A2 ES ae ee + caelliresren A2 Peterborough seeeee oA Warminster Aer 
Biggleswade “a2 Cromer oi Al Huntingdon (St A Pickering ry Warrington 5 A 

rowbor us! aoe Se a a arwic A 
Billericay . AA Cuckfield ‘a2 MEME. sbsciinanecesacatun A Plymouth A Wellington U. cg 
Biliing ......... A Ingatestone Al Pontefract A 
Billingham U.D. A sitialichisPanions Sees ucasoaseie Ipswich ....... awe Pontypridd District A Wells (Norfolk) A2 
Bilsthorpe_ ...... A | Darlington District ............A Isle of Sheppey .A2 Dictiahead ‘a | Welwyn sess eeees vA 
Birchington .A2 DASHED. ccccoccesere ee Isle of Thanet... --A2 Portland Stoneyard A Welwyn Gar. City . vA 
Birkenhead ..... Ee (ee ie Bate OF WIghE «...5524.035-..505¢ A2 Daerah cot. we, ik “aa CB. - 
Rtnee” Aowhinns ee 14 a tag pape SS ne A Port Talbot .. A | Westcliffon-Sea ell 
Bishop's Stortford |. “A Seciess Keighley ..... A Preston A Westerham ........ Al 
ispham x Devon, County CoE Se A Pudsey ..... we A Weston-super-Mare Al 
Medan e* cwabeny Fe Kenilworth U.D. A Pulborough........scseeeeeee A2 Weybridge .......... wl 
Blackpool _...... e Didcot Nah <> Kettering M.B. .... A Radnorshire, County of {A2 Weymouth. Al 
Blackwell R.D. es “A Sad Noe ys: Keynsham .......... A PND ccnesiestscesececssed A2 ‘Whitby U.D. .......00 Al 
Blaydon U.D.... rm Doncaster CB. . rar Kidderminster M.B. A Rayleigh A Whitstable and District ...A2 
Blidworth .... A Dorking A King’s Lynn ... Alt Reading Wickford . A 
ee A Dorset, County of (except- Soaeconel ht Redcar -. “ee A Widnes ats A 
Regis .. A2 A i Fa ingsteignton » edditc La. edeide A igan . oA 
cone SD = Se a ae ee a “A | Redhill and Reigate A | Wigton... wy) 
Bolsover U.D. . - Dover A2 Knaresborough U.D..........A REI, Sctekgvocduncoiee A3 Willington ay 
elie o. 6% Dovercourt ....... Caer ee ae ane Al Rochdale oraein Wilmslow .......... 2 A 
Bourne End ..............00+ Al Driffield U.D. Al PRTRNAONE ccs cosusiedsnvcsesseeks A Rochester .... Al Wilts. County of . $A2 
Bournemouth District ......A Droitwich M.B A l ington M. B ah Rotherham .. aA Winchester Dabaukten an achil 
Bracknell A2 Dudley M.B. . A Leatherhead . 4 Rugby M.B. .. A Windermere ......... .A2 
Bradford ............ A | Dunstable. ....... A eds... A Saffron Walden ... A2 | Windsor and Eton Al 
Bradford-on-Avon sod Durham City . mv Leicester C.B. sre St. Albans ..... A Wisbech ..........0+++ -A2 
SES: Al Leighton Buzzard Al St. Helens cae Witham .......,...- Al 
Breconshire, County of...tA2 oan Mon Val . Letchworth ..... Al St. Neots......... a : Woking (District) Al 
ee eS Rea oh Sinat yo ; be nae ee Ey Salisbury City... .A2 Wokingham .... -A2 
Brentwood .... A E. ~ abe (Nott )UD. ee Lichfield M.B. mer Salisbury Plain ssAZ Wolverhampton C.B. ......A 
Bridlington .... a ets ; ne ae ‘a Lincoin C.B. GT Sawbridgeworth . ear" Woodbridge ..............606 
Brierfield .... A Ls ye owe ee Littlehampton wd Saxmundham ... ale Worcester C.B. “ 
Brighouse .. ae _ nea seperes se [i ii a RS AS is * Scarborough ....... Be Workington _..... 
Brighton A Seeing vegeocete sr oo Al Scunthorpe ..... ms Worth M.B. ee 
Bristol ..... - — nelly coo SEY nsescre vive sranaesoaresnoenoness 
: EXCtEP cccccoccccccss eescee — * Wrexh: (incl. Cefn a 
Broadstairs ... A2 London ... cae 5 se rexham (inc ) 
team’ U.D A Fakenh A2 Long Eaton .. A thane ‘ aD Wroughton . 
Brough ............ all Falmouth . A2 Loughborough A Sheffield A Wylam ........: 
Broughton (Cheshir: aA Fareham ..... wea Louth M.B. ... A2 Shipley ........ A Wymondham 
ssnaleinipiodaiebeinap eptoat A Paver Ghaaitd ...cccscccoscoccoscostae i eae § Shoeburyness ........0000e0000A WOU) <gedeectssetauecaciodansts+s 
wo lane Liverpool and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 104d. ; Labourers, 3s. 5d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :-—Craftsmen, 3s. 10d.; 
Labourers, 3s. 44d. f Plus 2d. per working day. + This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 


Note.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 
aay 4 's Rates.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work 


other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 602 
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The Perfect Combination . . . 


The best is often achieved only by a combination 
of two things. Such is the case with NACOFELT 
roofing where good material and skilled laying 
go hand in hand ... where every curve, every 
angle and every detail is built-up as one unbroken 
surface by Neuchatel craftsmen. 

The proof of this perfect combination is to be 
seen on buildings all over the country. 


FOR FELT ROOFING—SPECIFY 


CRAFTSMAN La 


BY NELOHATE! 


SPECIALISTS FOR 80 YEARS IN ASPHALTE 
for Tanking, Flooring, Roofing and Roads and Approved 
Laying Contractors for Accotile Flooring. 


THE NEUCHATEL ASPHALTE COMPANY LTD 


58 VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, S.W.I. TELEPHONE NO. OF CONTRACTING DEPARTMENTS: RENown 1321 
Branches: BELFAST * BIRMINGHAM * CARDIFF * EDINBURGH * FROME * GLASGOW °* LEEDS 
MANCHESTER * NEWCASTLE * OFFHAM (KENT) * PLYMOUTH * PORTSMOUTH 





See 
NEUCHATEL 








High-Class Joiner 
Flush Doors and - 
Precision Woodwork 


i. 
Lal 


R. CATTLE LIMITED 


(Established 70 years) 


1-5, Everitt Rd., Chase Rd., North Acton, N.W.10 


Telephone: ELGAR 5411 (4 lines) 





























Octobe 


THE BUILDER October 8 1954 
; , 

mA THE PRE-EMINENT NATIC 
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plannec 
BUTTERS Ife 

AEOI. and to 
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v = ‘ clubs, 
y *} the Dr 
ay ‘ YS Octobe: 
> the C 
dd i = 
a ¥ Employ 

| e e officers 
e the spe 
-[ 0 \\ t \) 0) | t a mittees 
anti-Ir ution . mites 
2 ; increase 
to ald cement and x =a 
wN : NEW , 
e a Mr. | 
mortar Mixes of ‘the 
‘ April, 1 
director 
KYLJACK makes concrete = : ys 
and mortar mixes safe to 

use under severe frost a. “a a 
/ ( : on 

conditions—at 29° F. of A : heated 
frost the work goes on A , the lib 
and this means—no time ; ees = 
lag—no profits lost. x r 4 : per cen 
KYLJACK is a concen- eh” 7 an 
trated anti-freeze liquid. ( << : yg 13 per 
mixing readily with ADVANTAGES ; —_ 
. speciali: 
gauging water. It remains @ Can be used under é “ Library 
constant—no settlement— severe frost conditions. WL on all 





: : : a science 
and no deterioration of @ No harmful effect on hier , 
mixes. Increases density re ae 

and strength of concrete. 
@ Does not corrode steel 
minimum labour costs. and iron reinforcements. 


the product in storage. 
Mixes “on site” with 


Obtainable from Builders’ Merchants or direct from B.B.E. 
PRICES : 
40 gallon drum  4/= per gallon 
10 gallon drum  5/- per gallon 
5 gallon drum 5/6 per gallon 
1 gallon cans 8/6 per can 
40 gallon drum charged and returnable 


SOLUTION 


Send for further details and 
instructional leaflet from any 
B.B.E. Address. 


rtish Bitumen Emulsions Ltd 


DUNDEE ROAD, TRADING ESTATE, SLOUGH, BUCKS ae The perfect building crane for height 
Telephone: Slough 21261/6 Telegrams: "Colfix, Slough” of lift, great radius, speed and 
reliability. Full details gladly sent 


on request. | NI 
20 MAUKINFAULD ROAD, GLASGOW, E.2 wh 


| UTTERS BROS. & CO. LTD. of 
WHEN FROSTG ABOUT-GET KYLJACK OUT MACLELLAN STREET * GLASGOW, S.' a 


LONDON: THE CRANE WORKS, LONG LANE, HILLINGDON, MIDDX. 





DEESIDE, SALTNEY, near CHESTER 
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ight 
and 
sent 


LTD. 


f, S.i 
MIDDX. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


NATIONAL SAVINGS CAMPAIGN 


The National Savings Committee has 
planned a campaign during the winter 
months to secure two million new savers 
and to increase by 500,000 the existing eight 
million membership of savings groups and 
clubs. The campaign will be launched by 
the Duke of Edinburgh in London on 
October 26 and it will have the support of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the 
employers’ organisations and the TUC. 
Employers, personnel managers, welfare 
officers and trade union officials can support 
the special efforts of local savings com- 
mittees during the campaign by encouraging 
the formation of new savings groups or an 
increase in the membership of existing 
groups. 


NEW APPOINTMENTS 


Mr. Paul Reilly, chief information officer 
of the Council of Industrial Design since 
April, 1948, has now been appointed deputy 
director in charge of the Industrial Division. 
Mr, Reilly will be succeeded in the informa- 
tion division by Mr. J. Noel White. 


RSI LIBRARY LIST 


Books dealing with food and beverages 
headed the list of books borrowed from 
the library of the Royal Sanitary Institute, 
90, Buckingham Palace-road, SW1, during 
the past 12 months. They represented 18 
per cent. of the total books borrowed. The 
next heaviest demand was for books on 
plumbing and sewage, which accounted for 
13 per cent. of the total borrowings, closely 
followed by general books including 
specialist The Institute’s 
Library, which contains over 25,000 works 
on all aspects of public health, sanitary 
science, hygiene and allied subjects is avail- 


periodicals. 
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able free of charge to members. Occupying 
a high piace in the list of public health sub- 
jects on which information has been sought 
from the Institute’s technical panel during 
the past 18 months, have been inquiries in 
respect of the effect of detergents on drains 
and sewage disposal works. Other inquiries 
have been concerned with catering hygiene, 
water analysis and rabbits suffering from 
myxomatosis. 


APPRENTICESHIP AWARDS 


The Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers has now announced the winners 
of this year’s awards of £25 each to appren- 
tices of ability to enable them to continue 
an approved course of study. The awards 
are based on the reports of the Master and 
the Principal of the Technical College and 
the City and Guilds of London Institute 
Intermediate examination results. While the 
standard of the successful apprentices was 
excellent, standards generally have shown a 
slight falling off. For this reason only three 
awards instead of the usual five have been 
made this year. The successful apprentices 
were: M. J. Rosendale, bricklayer appren- 
tice with Messrs. Jacklin Hale and Co., Ltd., 
Royston, Herts. (Cambridgeshire Technical 
College and School of Art); B. C. Smith, 
carpenter and joiner apprentice with Messrs. 
Samuel Foster, Ltd., Kempston, Beds. 
(North Bedfordshire College of Further 
Education); L. J. Corby, mason apprentice 
with Messrs. Rattee and Kett, Ltd., Cam- 
bridge (Cambridgeshire Technical College 
and School of Art). 


“ APPRENTICES AS CHEAP LABOUR” 


The use of building apprentices as cheap 
labour was alleged on September 29 by the 
Slough branch secretary of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives, 
Mr. E. L. Hyde, at a meeting organised by 
the Federation to boost recruiting. Mr. 











NEW BRICK SHOWROOM.—A view of the new facing brick showroom 

which has recently been completed for Messrs. Broad and Co., Ltd., to the designs 

of Messrs. ohn Grey and Partners, F/LRIBA. The showroom has been con- 

structed on the second floor of one of the firm’s warehouses at their head office, 

at 4, South Wharf, Paddington, W2, with the object of getting the maximum 
amount of daylight on the panels. 
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Robert Carr, chairman, agreed, and men- 
tioned cases where apprentice plumbers had 
received an increase of £4 a week through 
the Federation’s effort. 


PRESENTATION OF AWARDS 


Acting on behalf of the Queen, the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
Mr. Harold Macmillan, presented three 
British Empire Medals at a ceremony at the 
Ministry in Whitehall on Monday. All the 
awards, which were announced in_ the 
Queen’s Birthday Honours List, were made 
in recognition of long service and exemplary 
devotion te duty. The recipients were: Mr. 
G. Henderson, of Wylam Waterworks, engi- 
neering clerk of works, Newcastle and Gates: 
head Water Company; Mr. N. R. Saint- 
house, of Edgware, general foreman, John 
Laing and Son, Ltd., who owing to illness 
was unable to attend and was represented by 
his son, Mr. Ian Sainthouse; and Mr. F. 
Johnson, pumping superintendent, South- 
ampton Corporation Waterworks. 


DIRECT LABOUR AT JARROW 


Jarrow Borough Council have asked the 
Association of Municipal Corporations to 
irrange for the setting-up of regional coun- 
cils of the joint negotiating committee 
governing the building of houses by direct 
labour, so that expense can be saved when 
a matter in dispute is being investigated. 
The Association, we understand, doubts the 
need for such councils, and feels that they 
are a matter for the joint negotiating com- 
mittee itself to initiate. 


“ INDUSTRY’S BACKROOM BOY ” 


Builders’ Clerks Benevolent 
Institution's Dinner 


THE SIXTY-EIGHTH annual dinner of the 
Builders’ Clerks Benevolent Institution was 
held on October 5, at the Café Royal, 
London. Mr. N. E. Wates, president of the 
Association, was chairman of the proceed- 
ings. 

“If the builders’ clerk of 1866 could re- 
turn to earth today and see his 1954 counter- 
part, I think he would be astounded by the 
developments which have taken place in 
their duties,” said Mr. WATES, responding to 
the toast of the “ Builders’ Clerks Benevo- 
lent Institution.” He paid tribute to the 
group of men for whose succour the charity 
was set up, and went on to say that “The man 
I have in mind is he who has worked away 
from the comfort of the head office out on 
the site. He is the back-room boy of the 
industry, who deserves more recognition.” 

In proposing the toast, Mr. D. E.. Woop- 
BINE PARISH, FIOB, past president of the 
London Master Builders Association, em- 
phasised the need to remember those in- 
dividuals who had reached the autumn of 
their lives. They had served the industry 
very faithfully, and without them the in- 
dustry would fail. 

A response to the toast was also given by 
Mr. S. H. F. Pulley, FRGS. The toast of 
“Our Guests ” was proposed by Mr. W. K. 
Laing, MA, AMICE, and responded to by 
Mr. Alister MacDonald, FRIBA, and Col. 
H. E. Peirce, OBE, JP. 

The election of pensioners has been adver- 
tised by the Institution at certain periods. 
However, it has been found recently that in- 
sufficient pensioners are coming forward to 
benefit by the scheme. In this event, it has 
been decided that vacancies may be filled at 
the discretion of the Committee to the 
Donors and Subscribers without further 
advertisement. 


K 





TRADE NEWS 


TELEPHONE NUMBER 


The telephone number of Berry Wiggins 
and Co., Ltd., Field House, Breams- Build- 
ings, Fetter-lane, EC4, has been changed 
from Holborn 0941 to Chancery 4499 (20 
lines). 

BRITISH TRAFFIC 

The 1954 edition of “ Basic Road Statis- 
tics” has been published by the British Road 
Federation, 4a Bloomsbury-square, WC1. 
Among the facts given in the hand- 
book is that although Britain has more 
motor vehicles than ever, 1953 was not the 
blackest year on record for road accidents. 
There were 226,770 people killed and in- 
jured, but the worst year was 1934, when 
the casualties totalled 238,946. 


TECHNICAL FILMS 


The Fibre Building Board - Development 
Organisation, Ltd., Melbourne House, 
Aldwych, WC2, has been considering film 
making, and a film: show was held on 
September 24 to a representative audience. 
The films were loaned by Fennoboard, the 
Finnish wallboard association, and depicted, 
among other things, the erection and insula- 
tion of a new type of timber house, with 
simple methods of fixing board. 


SOLID SMOKELESS FUELS 


The stand of the Solid Smokeless Fuels 
Federation, 74, Grosvenor-street, W1, at the 
Building Trades Exhibition, to be held at 
Manchester from October 19 to 30, will 
feature typical new solid smokeless fuel 
appliances for domestic heating, cooking and 
hot water supply, sponsored by this Federa- 
tion. These are claimed to provide a more 
efficient and economical -heat service for 
housing than comparable appliances now in 
common use, and meet the requirements of 
legislation in connection with Smokeless 
Zones. To ensure that fuels are used as 
efficiently as possible, the Federation will 
advise local authorities considering the 
establishment of Smokeless Zones in their 
areas. 


COLOUR FILMS 


Two new films in full colour have been 
made by the Yorkshire Copper Works, Ltd., 
of Leeds, to describe the manufacture and 
installation of their products. One of them, 
entitled “The Plumbers’ Way,” is a 10- 
minute three-dimensional colour instruc- 
tional film which should appeal not only to 
the craftsman but to the student and 
apprentice. 
the capillary joint, and the main operations 
used in the “ Yorkshire” system. Stereo- 
scopic glasses should be used by the 
audiences. The other film, “ The ‘ Yorkshire’ 
Point of View,” is in natural colour and 
shows the production system at the com- 
pany’s factory. Intended for the general 
public, it has contrived to present the 
various activities involved in the manufac- 
ture, design and installation of copper tubes 
and fittings in a manner easily understood 
and appreciated by the layman, and pro- 
vides an interesting half-hour’s viewing. The 
Yorkshire Copper Works, Ltd., will be ex- 
hibiting at the Manchester Building Trades 
Exhibition, and mounded on a plinth at their 
stand will be a large revolving “ Yorkshire ” 
fitting tee-piece and a “ Yorcalon” (long 
length) copper coil. A large working exhibit 
will demonstrate the primary and secondary 
circulating system from a gas-fired summer 
boiler and fuel-fired winter - boiler for 
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domestic hot water services and heating sup- 
plies for large buildings. A sectional model 
will show the way in which “ Yorcalon” 
(long length) copper tubes can be laid under- 
ground by mole plough for the conveyance 
of water to outlying villages and estates. 


MULTI-PURPOSE EXCAVATOR 


Among the machines to be shown at the 
Building Exhibition in Manchester by the 
Chaseside Engineering Co., Ltd., Hertford, 
will be a 3 cu. yd. (wide scoop) light excava- 
tor. This multi-purpose machine can be 
used for excavating from earth banks or 
compacted stockpiles and is suitable for the 
fast loading of loose materials, turf strip- 
ping and other work. It is powered by the 
Fordson Major diesel engine, operated by a 
hydraulically-controlled winch, and capable 
of raising one ton to a discharge height of 
9 ft. 4 in. Their 3} cu. yd. “ Hi-Speed” 
dumper will also be displayed. This has a 
capacity for carrying 4} tons at 20 mph over 
rough ground, and is powered by a Fordson 
or Perkins P6 diesel engine. 


DOMESTIC HEAT PUMP 


It was announced at a Press demonstra- 
tion, held in London on September 29, that 
Messrs. Ferranti, Ltd., Kern House, 36, 
Kingsway, WC2, are in process of develop- 
ing a heat pump, known as the “ Ferranti 
Fridge-Heater,” designed to cool, clean and 
dry the larder and to provide a supply of 
domestic hot water at a cost substantially 
less than that of other water - heating 
methods. The Fridge-Heater is a compact 
unit of a convenient size to fit into a small 
domestic larder, and its installation cost is 
claimed to be less than for a solid fuel- 
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burning apparatus. It is quiet in operation 
and it is understood that it needs no period- 
ical adjustments, does not need defrosting 
and will provide a constant supply of hot 
water thermostatically controlled at 140 
degs. F. The Fridge-Heater circulates hot 
water up to the storage tank in the same 
way as a fire-back boiler, and the installa- 
tion of the machine is described as a simple 
plumbing job. The Ferranti Fridge-Heater 
is not yet ready for commercial develop- 
ment, but it is understood that satisfactory 
results have already been obtained from 
comprehensive tests in domestic premises. 


LONG SERVICE 


Mr. H. H. Millett, for many years sales 
manager of Rhodes Chains, Ltd., 113 Kings- 
way, WC2, and now a director of the firm, 
has recently completed 30 years of service. 


ARCHITECTS’ AND BUILDERS’ DIARY 


Quinn’s Diary for Architects, Quantity Sur- 
veyors, Engineers and Builders for 1955 has 
now made its appearance. Edited by Mr. 
Ralph E. Bullock, ARICS, it contains essen- 
tial data and information, clearly printed and 
well indexed. There is adequate diary space, 
extended into January, 1956, and a supply of 
squared paper. The diary is sold from H. O. 
Quinn, Ltd., 151, Fleet-street, EC4, price 
4s. 3d. cloth bound and 5s. 3d. leather bound, 
both post free. 


BAGHDAD FAIR EXHIBITS 


Evodé, Ltd., of Stafford, manufacturers of 
concrete admixtures, protective paints, 
bituminous products and roof-waterproofing 
systems are exhibiting at the British Trade 
Fair which opens in Baghdad on October 25. 
As a result of a recent visit to Iraq on his 
way to East Africa by Mr. Eric Barnes, the 
company’s export representative, arrange- 
ments have been made for Evode to share 
a stand at the exhibition with the Middle 
East Development Co., Ltd., who have been 
appointed sole distributors of Evode’s 
chemical building protection materials for 
Iraq. A varied display will be given of « 
wide range of their products. 


POCKET BOOK OF TABLES 


A new edition of The Ironmonger Pocket 
Book of Tables has been completed, and 
copies, price 3s. 6d., are available from The 
Ironmonger, 28, Essex-street,.WC2. This 
edition is more comprehensive, and new 
tables have been added, others expanded. 
and those based on British Standards brought 
up to date according to the latest specifica- 
tions. Among the contents are data on iron. 
steel and non-ferrous metal products. 
asbestos cement goods, sanitaryware, wall- 
paper and paint. 


STONE PRESERVATION 

An ethyl silicate is being marketed by 
Monsanto Chemicals, Ltd., Victoria Station 
House, Victoria-street, SW1, for use in stone 
preservation. Silester, as it is known, reacts 
with water to form a resilient, but coherent 
silica gel. When applied to porous stone 
surfaces, crumbling due to atmospheric 
pollution, the solution penetrates the affected 
surface and forms a silica gel, bonding the 
loose particles to the firm stonework 
beneath. This gel, which progressively 
hardens with time, is understood to be highly 
resistant to weathering and the chemical 
attack of industrial atmospheres. New 
stonework can be cleaned with ethyl silicate 
to proof the surface against acids, dilute 
alkalis, most salts and vegetable oils, and 
can be scrubbed or steam-cleaned sub- 
sequently. 
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“T-PANEL” SYSTEM OF BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 
typified in a 


NURSES’ RECREATION ROOM for YEOVIL GENERAL HOSPITAL 


Architects: PETTER, WARREN and ROYDON COOPER, FF.R.I.BA 
Internal finishings by MESSRS. BISS & MOYLE, Builders and Contractors, Yeovil. 
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EN TAANCE 


The Nurses’ Recreation Room illustrates 
one of the many purposes efficiently 
fulfilled by this rapid and economical: sys- 
tem of construction for single storey work. 
The clean, practical, dry-built structure 
was erected by one of the Woolaway 
building teams in 10 working days (ex- 
cluding the internal finishings). 


The building is well lit, well insulated and 
keenly priced. Overall dimensions are 
78’ long, 25’ 6” wide and 8’ 6” to eaves. 


small halls, and of garages, whether single give high impermeability, -light weight 
or in batteries. and good thermal insulation. The booklet 
The ‘“ T-Panel” System permits rapid dry describing the “‘ T-Panel ” System is available 
construction at economical cost. The wall on request from the manufacturers. 
construction uses the patented ‘“‘T-Panel”, | Woolaway are able to supply and erect 
which is made of slightly aerated concrete to complete ‘‘T-Panel” System buildings 
anywhere in England and Wales and are 
always glad to send quotations and 
information. 








The range of precast concrete units forming 


the ‘*T-Panel” System is designed to WATT \ Za ea 2 Please write to the Contracts Department, 
provide buildings of two heights, 6’ 8” or | WE ON ANCEY WOOLAWAY 

8’ 6”, and of five widths, 9’ 0", 12’ 0", 16’ 6”, ‘eat (Se OK 

18’ 0” and 25’ 6”. The length can be varied y om \ \ ee ee SOT 
in multiples of 1’ 6”. This system of construc- eat K atti ZS Head & Registered Office 


oe 
tion will therefore fit the space requirements Sy mow rue ow NES <A | 11 CANON STREET TAUNTON SOMERSET 
of a wide range of single storey buildings a " P 
° e 7 * British Patent Nos. 636.686: 631,227 and 679.510 : ee 
such as workshops, stores, offices, classrooms, Patents granted and pending in many countries overseas Works at Bridport, Dorset and Pontyclun, Glam. 
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Architects: Val Myer (Val Myer & Watson Hart) in association with M. T. Tudsbery, No. 1 in a series of Ford & Walton’s famous buildings: 
the Civil Engineer to the B.B.C. 


Amoncst the many famous buildings built by Ford & Walton Ltd., Broadcasting 


House, completed in 1932, is a fine example of thé contemporary architecture of its time. 


The advice and services of Ford & Walton Ltd., are always available to anyone 
considering the building of factories and flats, shops and offices or any construction 


project. Finance is provided in suitable circumstances. 





TN nwa oo | { raised» 
Kt ORG @ | Aiy' ensure 
7 a ; taneou: 
hydrau 
on the 
h 
ESTABLISHED OVER HALF A CENTURY so Ay. 
the le 
Offices: 3 Buckingham Palace Gatderts, Westminster, London, S.W.1. SLOane 0630/0639 + Works: Warton Road, Stratford, London, E.15 capacit 
fittings. 
crane, 








October 8 1954 


GERMAN SWING SHOVEL 


Loading and Excavating Facilitated 


A. MACHINE designed to speed up 
- mechanical shovel loading and light 
excavating has been introduced in this coun- 
try by Abelsog and Co. (Engineers), Ltd., 
of Birmingham. Known as the Ahlmann 
swing shovel, it is manufactured by a 
German Engineering firm, Ahlmann-Carl- 
shuette KG, of Rendsburg. The shovel is 
mounted on four pneumatic-tyred wheels, 
with the giant water-ballasted pneumatic 
driving wheels at the front. The main 


feature is the bucket and bucket arm which, 
capable of slewing 180 degrees independent 
of the chassis, saves time manoeuvring to 
load and dump. The loading, hoisting, 
slewing and unloading motions are 
hydraulically powered and controlled, and 
a manually controlled differential lock on 
the driving axle is incorporated to prevent 
wheels slipping. 

The machine, manufactured in three 
models, is powered by a Deutz-type FL four- 
cycle air-cooled diesel engine, developing 
45 hp. at 1,600 maximum r.p.m. Two 
independent sets of brakes are fitted, and 
after initial penetration the shovel arm is 








raised by the three-stage hydraulic ram. To 
ensure maximum fill, the bucket is simul- 
taneously pivoted with the independent 
hydraulic control. The discharge height 
on the AI model is 7 ft. 6 in.; 11 ft. 2 in. 
on the AII; and 12 ft. 10 in. on the AITII, 
and the bucket can be slewed 90 degrees to 
the left or right. Buckets of different 
capacities are available, and, with other 
fittings, the machine can be used as a 
crane, bulldozer or grapple. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Egypt.——The contract for the new Nile 
Hotel, mentioned in this column on August 
27, has now been signed by the Societe 
Hoteliere Misr (in formation) and the United 
States Hilton Group. The company will 
have a capital of £2m. ... The Societe Egypti- 
enne des Petroles and the National Petroleum 
Company are planning the establishment of 
an oil refinery in Alexandria, with an initial 
capacity of 200,000’ tons, capable of being 
raised to 500,000 tons. . . . Plans are being 
studied for the extension and modernisation 
of the Cairo International Airport at a cost 
of £500,000. .. . It is now understood that an 
Egyptian technical mission will consult the 
American expert, Mr. Terzaki, on the tech- 
nical aspects of the project for the new high 
dam south of Aswan. 


*India—The Soviet Government has 
offered to the Government of India technical 
and other help in the setting-up of a new steel 
plant. It is understood that the Government 
of India has agreed to receive a technical 
mission from Russia to visit India in two 
months time to survey and assess the technical 
possibilities without prejudice to any further 
decisions. Meanwhile, Mr. B. M. Birla, the 
well-known Indian industrialist, is visiting 
Britain, the Continent and America to explore 
the possibility of a plant being set up by 
private enterprise. 

Floods have devastated large areas in 
Assam, West Bengal, Bihar and the UP. A 
total area of 25,650 sq. miles has been 
affected. There has been large-scale destruc- 
tion of houses. Damage to roads, railways and 
bridges has been enormous and the conse- 
quent disruption of communication has been 
on a scale never experienced hitherto. The 
Government are setting up a Central Board 
to draw up a National Flood Control 
programme working in conjunction with 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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COST of BUILDING CHART 


Current Edition Ready 


THE Cost of Building Chart 
which Mr. H. }. Venning, FRICS, 
first prepared in 1952 for “* The 
Builder’ and reprinted in 1953, has 
now been brought up to date to include 
current materials prices and the 
wages increases of 1d. per hour 
(granted as from February 1) and 
of 14d. per hour awarded by the 
National Joint Council to take effect 
on May 24. 

The chart shows (1939 being taken 
as datum at 100) that the level of 
building costs now stands at 332, a 
rise since January, 1953, of 12 points. 

The chart and accompanying table 
of wages increases and guarantees 
since 1939 are being reprinted on light 
card. Copies may be ordered from 
the Publisher, ‘‘ The Builder,’’ The 
Builder House, Catherine-street, 
Aldwych, WC2, price 1s. each, 
plus 3d. postage for any number of 
copies up to 12. Orders for 12 or 
more charts will be sent post free. 
Cash should accompany orders. 
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Flood Control Boards in the four States 
affected. The first phase of the programme 
would consist of two years intensive investiga- 
tion and collection of data and preparation of 
plans and estimates for short-term measures of 
flood protection; the second phase would run 
from the second year to the sixth or seventh 
and would include flood protection measures 
such as embankments and channel improve- 
ments over a major portion of the areas now 
subject to floods; the third phase would take 
three to five years more and will consist of 
selected long-term measures such as the con- 
struction of storage reservoirs on tributaries 
of certain rivers. The Central Board will be 
assisted by a strong technical committee con- 
sisting of experts in flood engineering, soil 
conservation and agriculture. Experts from 
other countries and ECAFE will be invited 
to assist this committee where necessary; it 
will also be assisted by the Central Water 
and Power Commission. 


USA .—President Eisenhower has endorsed 
the billion dollar Upper Colorado River 
reclamation project following a recom- 
mendation of the Interior Department. This 
enormous plan includes the Echo Park Dam 
which aroused fierce controversy recently. 
It also authorises construction of the Glen 
Canyon Dam in southern Utah and 11 
participating projects in Colorado, New 


Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming. 


BUILDERS’ HARDWARE 


*S. P. Musson, Son and Co., Ltd., 16, 
Frederick-street, Port of Spain, Trinidad, 
BWI, wish to obtain the representation of 
UK suppliers of builders’ hardware such as 
malleable iron pipes and fittings, angle iron, 
reinforcing rods, expanded metal wire net- 
ting, screws and nails, hand tools, wall 
board and plywood. 

Firms interested in this inquiry should 
write direct to S. P. Musson, Son and Co., 
Ltd., giving details of their offers and quot- 
ing cif prices. Telephone inquiries should 
be. made to Chancery 4411, extension 776, 
quoting ref. ESB/9358/54. 


STEEL PIPE FITTINGS 

* The Baron Tube Co., 722, Oliver-street, 
NW Atlanta, Georgia, USA, wish to import 
seamless welded forged steel pipe fittings 
and forged steel flanges from the UK. 

Firms interested in this inquiry should 
write by air mail to Mr. Jay Baron enclos- 
ing catalogues and full details of their pro- 
ducts, including prices quoted in US dollars, 
cif Savannah, Georgia, USA. Telephone 
inquiries to Chancery 4411, Ext. 776, quoting 
ref. ESB/22606/54. 


SEWAGE DISPOSAL PLANT 

*The closing date for the receipt of bids 
for extension of sewage disposal works, 
Southern Rhodesia (The Builder, Septem- 
ber 24), has been postponed until November 
17, 1954. Further inquiries to Chancery 
4411, ‘ext. 738 or 771, quoting ref. 
ESB / 22463 / 54. 


FIRM TENDERS FOR SOUTH AFRICA 


* The Union Tender and Supplies Board, 
South Africa, have recently begun specially 
to encourage tenderers to quote firm prices. 
They are, however, retaining their “slid- 
ing prices clauses” form UTSBS55. Thus 
tenderers may quote firm prices or other- 
wise. However, all other things being 
equal (eg, after adjustments for preferences), 
the tenderer quoting a firm price will get 
the tender.- Further information may be 
obtained from Chancery 4411, ext. 738 or 
771, quoting ref. ESB/22924/54. 





BRITISH PAVILION, BAGHDAD 
FAIR.—The United Kingdom pavilion 
in course of erection at Baghdad for the 
forthcoming British Trade Fair. It is 
an Arcon prefabricated structure of the 
“* storage building’ type. More than 20 
Arcon structures, supplied by Taylor 
Woodrow (Building Exports), Ltd., of 
Welbeck-street, W, will house about half 
the covered exhibits at the fair. Four types 
of structure, covering an area of over 
60,000 sq. ft., are being used in all, in- 
cluding the ‘‘ general purpose roof,’ the 
“three pin frame’ and the “tropical 
roof,’ in addition to the “ storage 
building ’’ type. 


> 





PUMPING PLANT 


*Stores Department, South African Rail- 
ways, Union of South Africa, are calling for 
tenders for the supply of (1) two oil lubri- 
cator submersible deepwell turbine type 
pumps, each capable of delivering 8,500 gals. 
of silt-laden (approx. 2 per cent.) water per 
hour; (2) two crude oil engine-driven hori- 
zontal split-casing type centrifugal pumps, 
capable of delivering 8,500 gals. of settled 
water per hour; (3) two eight horsepower, 
sea-level rating, slow-speed crude-oil engines 
to operate pumps called for under item 1 
and (4) two 16-18 horsepower, sea-level 
rating, slow-speed crude-oil engines to oper- 
ate pumps called for under item 2. 


Bids in sealed envelopes, clearly endorsed 
“Tender No. F8379 Pumping Plant” in the 
left-hand corner, should be addressed to 
Chairman of the Tender Board, PO Box 
7784, Johannesburg, South Africa. The 
closing date for the receipt of tenders is 
October 28, 1954. 


A copy of the tender documents including 
specifications and conditions of tender will 
be available for loan to UK firms, in order 
of receipt of application, from Export Ser- 
vices Bureau, Board of Trade, Theobalds- 
road, WC1. Telephone inquiries to Chan- 
cery 4411, ext. 738 or 771, quoting ref. 
ESB /23168/54. 


BRITISH FAIR, BAGHDAD 


Messrs. Sealocrete Products, Ltd., 
announce that their managing director, 
Mr. E. F. Haes, hopes to be in Baghdad at 
the time of the British Trade. Fair, when he 
will be in attendance on the stand until 
November 6; he hopes also to visit other 
countries in the Middle East on his return 
journey. The Sealocrete stand is No. 147 in 
the Engineering Group. 
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Council Housing Costs 


Cost, not quantity, has become the vital 
factor in the building of council houses 
in Scotland, it was stated by COMMANDER 
T. D. GavcpraitH, Under-Secretary of State 
for Scotland, on the completion of his recent 
tour of 14 local authorities in South-West, 
Central and North-East Scotland. “It seems 
we have almost solved the problem of how 
to produce houses in large numbers,” he 
said, “ but we have to become much more 
cost-conscious if we are to get impressive 
results.” He expressed the hope that the 
building industry might achieve a_three- 
apartment house at a price of £1,000. 


New Fire Station 


Fort WILLIAM TOWN COUNCIL were told 
recently that work on a new fire station 
would start in January. It will be built near 
the municipal housing estate at Claggan 
and will cost £11,000. 


City Centre Flats 


PLans for a four-storey block of flats— 
the first corporation houses to be built in 
the centre of Perth since the war—were 
announced recently. The block, to be 
erected on a site formed by demolishing 
old property in Cross-street, will contain 20 
houses. 


Scottish Housing 

THE number of new houses completed in 
Scotland in August was 2,508, bringing the 
total of completions for 1954 up to 25,226. 
By the same date last year the number of 
completions was 24,996; in 1952 the num- 
ber was 18,179. (In England and Wales 
24,335 houses were completed in August.) 
Altogether over 241,000 new homes (209,546 
permanent and 32,176 temporary) have now 
been built in Scotland under the post-war 
housing programme. 

These figures are given in the monthly 
housing return issued by the Department 
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VENEERED BOARD 


The robust structural 
material for all types 
of fabrication. 


“HANDY PANELS 


For renovating existing 
tables and counters. 


PLASTICS 

are made for the job in 

a full range of patterns. 

Write for your copy of: 
“Installing Warerite 
Laminated Plastics’’. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of 
Craftsman’s rate. 


For week of 


d. 
3 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) sy a8 oe ae 
Operatives on labouring operationse (at 


end of probationary period) .. 0 











of Health for Scotland and the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government, and pub- 
lished recently by HM _ Stationery Office, 
price 2d. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Dunbartonshire.—Plans prepared by their own staff 
of architects have been approved for the erection of 
new coal sampling and grinding house at the power 
station at Yoker for the EA, 160, Broomhill-gdns., 
Kelvinside, Glasgow. ‘ fi 

Edinburgh.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
for six flats and seven shops, etc., to be erected at 
Telford and Hillhouse-rds., at Blackhall, have been 
approved, at an est cost of £30,000, for the Whiehall 
Garage, Ltd., Hillhouse-rd., Blackhall, Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh.—Plans prepared by the architects of the 
Aberdeen Hotel Co., Ltd., for a scheme of alterations 
and additions at the Royal Hotel, Princes-st., have 
been approved. The est. cost is £40,000. 

Fort William.—Inverness-shire CC has had sketch 
plans prepared for proposed new public sch. Archi- 
tect is Alexander Cullen (F), County-bldgs., Inverness 
Castle, Ness Bank, Inverness. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions at the Argyle-st. branch bank by 
their own staff of architects at the Head Office, Com- 
mercial Bank of Scotland, Ltd., 14, George-st., St. 
Andrews-sq., Edinburgh. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additional extensions at Cadogan and West 
Campbell-sts., Blythswood, for Philip Woolfston & 
Co., Ltd., The Trongate. The architects are George 
Boswell, Mitchell & Partners (F&A), 256, West 
George-st., Blythswood-sq., Glasgow. ate) 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
have been approved for alterations and extensions at 
the Lilybank Works for John Thomson (Wilson 
Boilers), Ltd., London-rd., Bridgeton-Dalmarnock, 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions at Seaward-st. for Percy S. 
Haldon, Ltd., Admiral-st. The architect is Joseph 
Wilson (F), Ocean Assurance-bldgs., St. Vincent-st., 
Glasgow. . 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for scheme 
of reconstruction, alterations and additions for the 
Jaeger Co., Ltd., City Centre, to be carried out at 
60-62, Buchanan-st. The architect is Dennis Lennon 
(A), 16, Manchester-sq., London. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
building, etc., at Lochburn-rd., Possilpark, for Cooper, 
MacDougall & Robertson, Ltd. ~ The architects are 
their own staff designers at the Kelvindale Chemica! 
Works, Lochburn-rd., Possilpark, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and extensions to be carried out at the Cath- 
cart Baptist Church, Merrylee-rd, are in the hands 
of Kingsley G. Rendell, 30, Largie-rd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for scheme 
of reconstruction, alterations and additions at 
Hughenden-terr. The architect is John' H. Mac- 
Pherson, 70, Durward-ave., Diment-rd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
block of buildings to be erected at Swanston-st., 
Dalmarnock-rd., from designs by their own archi- 
tectural staff, for the Kidmar Hosiery Co., Ltd., 
338, Swanston-st., Bridgeton, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for the Scottish Burial 
Reform & Cremation Soc., Ltd., St. Vincent-st., have 
been approved for extensions, alterations and addi- 
tions at the Crematorium, Western Necropolis, Mary- 
hill. The architects are W. J. B. Wright & Kirkwood 
(F&A), 9, Woodside-pl., Charing Cross, Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared by their own staff 
engineers have been approved for two-storeyed garage 
and filling station, etc., to be erected at Dalrymple- 
st., Glebe, for John Stevenson Thomson & Sons, Ltd., 
Motor and General Engrs., The Finnart Garage. 
Robertson-st., and Inchgreen Engineering Works, 
Greenock. 
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Hamilton.—Plans passed by Dean of Guild Court 
for erection of 50 houses at the Udstone-Hillhouse 
scheme, fourth dev., for TC. Est. cost is £69,000. 

Inverness-shire.—Plans are to be prepared for new 
housing scheme at the Corpach end of the Caledonian 
Canal. The architect is Alexander Cullen (F), County- 
bidgs., Inverness Castle, Ness Bank, Inverness. 

Isle of Coll.—Argylishire CC is to have plans pre- 
pared for a new public sch. The architect is William 
R. Tocher (F) and the quantity surveyor D. B. Mac- 
farlane Johnston, FRICS, County Offices, Old Cowal 
Hotel, Alexandria-pde., Dunoon. 

Kilmarnock.—Plans in hand for new church halls 
for the Church of Scotland, George-st., Edinburgh, 
to be erected in the Oakfield area. The architect is 
Alexander Dunlop (F), 110, King-st., Kilmarnock. 

Lanarkshire.—From plans by their own architectural 
staff the South-West of Scotland Electricity Board, 
Lanarkshire Sub-Area, 137, Almada-st., Hamilton 
West, are to erect new electricity sub-stations at road 
No. 18, Castlemilk; at road No. 5, unit No. 1; and at 
zoad No. 32, unit No. 2. They are also to under- 
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FUTURE 


Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


OCTOBER 12. 

*+Suffolkk and Ipswich Fire Authy.—Extensions to 
fire stn. at Aldeburgh. E. J. Symcox, FRIBA, A to 
the Authy, County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by November 2. 

OCTOBER 14. 

*tWoking UDC.—170 houses, 

estate (3 contracts). E&S. Dep. £2 
OCTOBER 15. 

*tDadley CBC.—Sec. mod. sch. Boro’ A. 
OCTOBER 16. 

*tChester City C.—Highfield 
Blacon. City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tEssex CC.—Branch library, Petersfield-ave., 
Harold Hill estate, Romford. County A., Chelmsford. 

OCTOBER 18. 

+Birmingham City C.—15 shops and flats in In- 
goldsby-rd., Bunbury-rd. estate. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tIslingten MBC.—16 dwellings at Bavaria-rd. TC. 
Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by November 19. 

OCTOBER 20. 

*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—Alterations, Seacroft 
Hospital, York-rd. A to Board, Park-par., Harrogate. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by November 8. 

*+Somerset EC.—Erection of Keynsham Grammar 
School. Chief Educ. Officer, Trill-rd., Taunton. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Worcester City C.—Ten houses at Pines Green 
estate. City E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

OCTOBER 22. 

*tEast Suffolk CC.—Primary school, Stowmarket. 
County A., Ipswich. Tenders by December 3. 
OCTOBER 23. 

36 houses and 8 flats at Lower 
H. Snelgrove, QS, 


Barnsbury Farm 
2s. each. 


Infants’ School, 


St. Just UDC. 
Boscaswell, St. Just-in-Penwith. J. 
47, Coinagehall-st., Helston. 

OCTOBER 25. 

*+Portsmouth City ©C,—Six flats, Stamford-st., 
Portsmouth, and 110 houses, Bondfields Lawn, Leigh 
Park. City A, 1, Western-par. 

OCTOBER 30. 

*Chadderton UDC.—12 flats, junction Mough-la. 
and St. George’s-sq. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*‘Dearne UDC.—Four shops and flats off Carr Head- 
la., Bolton-on-Dearne. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

**Slough BC.—398 dwellings at Wexham estate. 
BE. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by November 22. 

NOVEMBER 4. 

*Reading CBC.—Restaurant and dormitory, 
Market, Great Knollys-st. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 

; NOVEMBER 8. 

“Salford City C.—Public washhouse, Holland-st. 
City E. Dep. £3 3s. 

NOVEMBER 10. 

*Hemel Hempstead BC.—Nine houses, 5 bungalows, 
2 flats, 4 lock-up shops and 4 garages at Hobbs Hill- 
td., Belswains Scheme 6. BE. 

*Richmond (Surrey) BC.—Four flats, Chaucer-ave., 
and 8 flats, Stuart-rd.- BE, Hotham House, Heron- 
court. Dep. £2 2s. 

Tenby BC.—70 houses with roads and sewers at 
Marsh-rd. BS. £5 5s. 

NOVEMBER 22. 

*West Riding of Yorks CC.—Two additiorial class- 
Tooms at Wombwell Highfields primary school. 
County A., Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 


Cattle 
2s. 
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take the electrical fittings installations and allied works 
in connection with the housing schemes at Coalburn 
housing site, and Dunbartonshire Haldane housing 
scheme 
Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
dining and assembly hall and gymnasium at Jackston 
Prim. Sch. The architect is William Watt (F), 
County Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 
Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
alterations and additions at their Scotstoun works by 
the architectural staff of George Garrett & Co. (White- 
inch), Ltd., 237, South-st., Scotstoun Glasgow. 
Roxburghshire.—Plans are in the hands of their 
architects for new buildings to be erected in the High- 
st., Hawick, by the Hawick Co-operative Soc., Ltd. 
Stirling.—Plans have been prepared and approved 
for reconstruction and additions at Clifford Park 
House, Stirlingshire, for new council offices for the 
civil defence officers, the burgh engineer’s, surveyor’s 
and the medical officer’s staffs. Council A is A 
Gillespie (F), Municipal-chbrs., Allan-park, Stirling. 


CONSTRUCTION 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


OCTOBER 16. 

*tBirmingham City C.—Electrical installation work 
at three sites (contracts 306, 307 and 342). City E&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by November 1. 

OCTOBER 18. 
— BC.—Roof tiling 50-houses, Sheepcot-la. 


OCTOBER 25. 

*Wrexham BC.—Supply fireplace surrounds for 272 
dwellings and metal windows with wood surrounds for 
176 dwellings. BE&S, 31, Chester-st. 

OCTOBER 30. 

*Hornchurch UDC.—Redecoration, 133 houses. S. 

Dep. £2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS 


OCTOBER 18. 

New Forest RDC.—About 11,000 yds. of sewers, 
etc., and a disposal works in connection with Fawley 
Sewage Disposal Scheme. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 22. 

Northwich UDC.—Preliminary 
some at Leftwich Old Hall estate. 

~ 

Tottenham BC.—22 acres of roads and sewers at 
Potters Bar housing estate. BE. Dep. £2 


and 
Dep. 


road works 
E&s. 








ENTOKIL 
TIMBER FLUID 


KILLS 


NO BETTER PRODUCT ON SALE TODAY 
Rentokil Timber Fluid kills beetle, egg and grub 
and successfully prevents all future attack. Use 
the proven insecticide and be free of wood- 
worm. For specialist advice or identification of 
specimens, call or ‘phone 

Woodworm and Dry Rot Centre (B), 

23, Bedford Square, London, W.C.1. 

Telephone: LANgham 5455/6. 

RENTOKIL LTD., FETCHAM, LEATHERHEAD, SURREY 
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OCTOBER 23. 

*East Elloe RDC.—Site preparatory works, Hol- 
beach-Haligate. Architect, Council Offices, Matti- 
more House, Holbeach, Spalding, Lincs. 

OCTOBER 25. 

Coalville UDC.—About two miles of concrete pipe 
outfall sewer at Greenhill, contract No. 2. E&sS. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Reading CBC.—About 
carriageway at Rotherham-way, 


Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 8. 

*Cuckfield RDC.—Site preparation, 
Copthorne. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE. 

*Old Fietton UDC.—Short length of new street, 
Stranground, Southfields estate. Ruddle and Wilkin- 
son, architects, Long Causeway-chbrs., Peterborough. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Croydon.—Factory.—A site may be taken on the 
New Addington industrial estate, for the erection of 
a factory, by S. Warner & Sons, Ltd., metal window 
frame manufacturers. The address of this company 
is 427, Brighton-rd., South Croydon and not as given 
in our last issue. 

Dagenham.—Facrory EXTENSIONS.—TIP consent has 
been granted to proposals by I. Beer & Sons, Ltd., 
10, Hosier-la., EC1, for the extension of their exist- 
ing factory on the Hainault Industrial Estate; also to 
similar proposals for the extension of their own_fac- 
tories on the estate by the Leyton Plant Hire, Ltd.; 
also Gainsborough Chocolates, Ltd., Peregrine-rd., 
Hainault. 
~ Dagenham.—Factortes.—Proposals by John Gas- 
man & Bros., Ltd., Leeds-pl., Tollington Park, N4, 
for the erection of two factories in Selinas-la. have 
been given TP consent. 

Dagenham.—ScHOOLS PROGRAMME.—M of E have 
approved the inclusion of the following schools in 
the 1955-56 school building programme: Chadwell 
Heath Whalebone County Primary School; Kingswood 
County Secondary School (completion of further edu- 
cation wing); and Marks Gate County Secondary 
School. 

Friern Barnet.—Houses.—TP permission has been 
granted to proposals by E. H. Jackson, Ltd., builder, 
14, Queens-rd., E17, for the erection of 36 flats at 
Woodhouse-rd. between Woodleigh-ave. and Lynd- 
hurst-ave, N12. 

Friern Barnet.—TREATMENT UNit.—The erection of 
a new treatment unit for Friern Hospital, Friern 
Barnet-rd., N11, proposed by the North West Metro- 
politan Regional Hospital Board, has been approved 
by UDC. The unit will will comprise a three-storey 
block and three two-storey wings on a site east of 
St. John’s Church. 

Greenwich.—FirE STaTION.—Proposals for the re- 
building of Greenwich fire station have been approved 
by LCC Fire Brigade Com. The new station will be 
of three storeys, and will incorporate offices, lecture 
rooms and accommodation for the men, with an 
eight-storey drill tower. The estimated cost of the 
scheme, including drill tower and demolition works, 
will be £108,000. 

Hackney.—ReEpairRS TO ScHoot.—LCC Ed. Com. 
recommend the approval of a scheme for the altera- 
tion and improvement of the premises in Victoria 
Park-rd. housing St. Victoire’s Convent School, at an 
estimated cost of £40,400. 

Hampstead.—SpeciaL ScHoot.—LCC Ed. Com. 
have approved proposals for the erection of a day 
special school for 160 pupils at Avenue-rd., in the 
1954-55 educational building programme. The school 
will. have brick cross walls, solid floors and a roof 
of pre-stressed concrete slabs. It is proposed later 
to erect a school for 180 delicate children on the 
rest of the site. The cost of the first school is esti- 
mated at £74,715. 

Lambeth.—DEVELOPMENT.—LCC Hsg. Com. have 
approved a scheme for the development of the 
Cobbett-st. site, about 5} acres, by the erection of 
22 flats and 179 maisonettes, at an estimated cost of 
£511,040. 

Lewisham. — REDEVELOPMENT. — Recommendations 
have been made by LCC Hsg. Com. for the acquisi- 
tion, clearance and partial redevelopment of a site at 
Perry Hill, about 2} acres in extent, at an estimated 
cost of £37,000. 

Shoreditch.—FLaTs AND MAISONETTES.—A_ scheme 
for the development of the Ivy Walk and Tarlton-st. 
sites adjoining the LCC and LCC’s Arden estate by 
the erection of 135 flats and 40 maisonettes at an esti- 
mated cost of £404,880, has been approved by LCC 
Hsg. Com. 

Southwark.—F.Lats.—LCC Hsg. Com. propose the 
erection of 21 flats in one five-storey block with a 
three-storey wing on a site at Orb-st. The scheme 
has an estimated cost of £49,420. 

Wandsworth.—Fire STaTion.—Proposals for the re- 
building of Wandsworth fire station have been 
approved by LCC Fire Brigade Com. The scheme 
includes offices, accommodation and lecture rooms. 
The estimated cost of the scheme is £107,650. 

Wandsworth.—DEVELOPMENT.—Permission has now 
been received by LCC Hsg. Com. for the removal 
of the temporary houses on the Clarence-st.-ave. site, 
allowing the erection of the final stage of the develop- 
ment scheme. This has been revised to comprise 22 
houses, 42 maisonettes and 30 flats instead of the 
previous propasals. Owing to increased building 
costs, LCC Hsg. Com. recommend that £190,563 be 
added to the original capital liability estimate of 
£1,274,472. 


3,000 sq. yds. concrete 
Caversham. BS 


New Town, 





604 


Wandsworth.—Fiars.—A_ scheme for the develop- 
ment of the Poynder’s-rd. (No. 2) site by the erection 
of 40 flats in two combined five-storey point blocks 
Los been approved by LCC Hsg. Com. The estimated 

vst of the scheme is £90,205. 

Woolwich.—HeattH Cenrre.—LCC Health Com. 
propose to erect on a site of more than one acre at 
the junction of Green-la. and William Barefoot-dr., a 
permanent maternity, child welfare and school treat- 
ment centre to replace the present temporary centre at 
St. Alban’s church hall. The estimated cost of the 
new centre will be about £20,000. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Barnsley.—TC propose erection of crematorium at 
Doncaster-rd., Ardsley. A : 

Berwick-on-Tweed.—Berwick and District Society of 
Arts have acquired property in Church-st., to be con- 
verted into art centre, cost £16,500. W. H. White, 
chairman of Business and Property Com. 

Boldon (Co. Durham).—Plans being prepared by 
Newrick & Blackbell, 58, John-st., Sunderland, for 
proposed cookhouse, dining room and sergeants’ mess 
at Whitburn, for Territorial .and Auxiliary Forces 
Association.—Plans by J. M. Angus, 21, Lovaine-pl., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, for office block at Cleadon-la., 
East Boldon, for Insulating Products, Ltd., have been 
approved.—Building licence granted to William Leech 
(Builders), Ltd., 2, Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, at 
£171,600, for erection of 132 houses on Mill-la. Estate, 
Whitburn. 

Bromsgrove.—Austins, 799-801, Bristol-rd. South, 
Northfield, propose rebuilding of premises.—RDC 
approved plans, 56 houses at Gorsey-la., Wythall, for 

H. Shipway, Ltd.; 26 houses at Fulford Hall 
Estate, Wythall, for Cateswell Housing Assoc.; 20 
houses at Taynyard-la., Alvechurch, for Drewit Self- 
Help Hsg. Assoc.; 7 houses at Groveley-la., Rednal, 
for Raymond Lyle, Ltd. 

Chester.—TC to build houses at Blacon Point-rd. 
and Hare-la. 

Chester.—TC surveyor to prepare detailed plans for 
third and final stage for reorganisation of market.— 
TC to invite tenders for further 150 houses at Blacon. 
—S to prepare detailed scheme for new shop and 
office accommodation on vacant site adjoining Fol- 
liott House.—Blacon and District branch of British 
Legion propose erection of mew headquarters at 
Blacon.—TC approved plans for: alterations to 
Chester Royalty Theatre; extensions to existing ware- 
house and alterations to loading bays at Commonhall- 
st., for G. W. Collins; redevelopment of Kings School 
premises, for Governors. 

Coventry.—City C applied for loan sanction: £60,268 
for 48 dwellings and 10 garages at Halls Farm Estate, 
Stoke Aldermoor; £243,806 for hostel to accommo- 
date 390 men at junction Holbrook-la./Everdon-rd.; 
£40,650 for acquisition of site at Market-st. North. 
for public-house and shops. 

Daventry.—Ministry has allowed appeal by William 
Ivens, Ltd., Rugby, for erection of timber drying 
plant, including 75 ft. high chimney, near Welton-st. 

Durham.—County Ed. Com. to embark on big 
school building programme by contract. Schools to 
be erected at Bowburn, Billingham, Bishop Auck- 
land, Durham, Horden, Wardley and Stanley, and a 
workshop block for technical college at Bishop Auck- 
land. Architect, G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 

Egremont.—Egremont Industrial Co-op. Soc., Ltd., 
Propose erection of rniture store. Architect, 
Jonathan Saul, National Provincial Bank-chbrs., 
Workington. 

Ellesmere Port.—Cabot Carbon Co., Ltd., propose 
extensions to premises. 

Forden.—RDC propose 12 houses at Church site, 
Forden. Architect, J. Brian Cooper, 177, Corpora- 
tion-st., Birmingham 4. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Hall Brothers, 42, Bath-st., 
South Shields, to construct offices at Red House 
Garage, Victoria-rd. UDC asked by Ministry to 
defer plan for 13 houses in Carr-st. development 
area until more progress has been made on existing 
housing schemes.—Ministry approved erection of 72 
houses and flats on Monkton-la. housing scheme, at 
£90,511. The work will be done by direct labour.— 
Durham CC to erect children’s home on Monkton- 
la. Estate. County A., G. R. Clayton, Court-la.. 
Durham. R. C. Bestow, Council Offices, Argyle-st.. 
Hebburn, is UDC S. 

Hinckley.—UDC to proceed with plans for erection 
of two blocks of flats on Waterfall estate at Barwell. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—TC submitted to MH and LG 
estimate by BE, H. W. T. Perkins, for erection of 
76 houses at South Leam-la., by direct labour at 
£98,932.—TC received loan sanction for £73,291 for 
56 houses at South Leam-la.—Fennell & Co., Bridge 
End-chbrs., Chester-le-Street, architects for show- 
room and canteen at Jarrow bus station, for Northern 
General Transport Co., Ltd. 

Liverpool.—MH and LG have approved borrowing 
by TC for following: Erection of 21 three-storey flats 
on Parliament-st. site (£40,530); erection of 30 three- 
storey flats on Blenheim-st. site (£52,270); erection of 
16 experimental houses on _ Brownlow-hill. site 
(£27,440); erection of 18 experimental houses on 
Dansie-st. site (£29,370); erection of 866 dwellings and 
138 garages on Kirkby estate (group 1, contract 4) 
(£1,125,700); erection of 12 three-storey flats at 
Vauxhall-rd. (£22,755); erection of 16 two-storey flats 
at Berwick-sq. (£21,530). 

Loftus (Yorks).—UDC to erect five blocks of flats 
on East Loftus housing estate-—Council approved lay- 
out plan for houses on Martin-row site on Liverton 
Mines Estate. Council’s A, C. D. Taylor, 41, Baxter- 
gate, Whitby. 

Longbenton.—UDC received approval for erection 
ef 160 houses, cost £201,000 (part of scheme to 
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“THE BUILDER ” PRICES 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


As from October 6 the prices of lead sheet and 
pipes have been increased and are now as 
follows:— 


Sheet lead... 
Lead water pipe .. 
Lead soil pipe ; 
2 in. to 4 in. dia. 
Over 4 in. dia. ie ne 
Lead gas or untinned compo pipe 


Se ae 
147 0 
148 5 


149 15 
151 15 
149 15 











build model village at Fordley, est. cost £2,000,000). 
Plans by Council S, A. C. Sweetman, Forest Hall, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. : 

Macclesfield —RDC to erect further 22 houses on 
Chester-rd. site, Poynton, and to undertake erection 
of not more than 12 houses on Midway Estate, for 
RAF. 

Manchester.—J. S. White & Co., Ltd., Heath-st. 
and Droylsden-rd., Newton Heath, propose single- 
storey and boiler house extensions to factory. Archi- 
tects, J. H. Andrews & Butterworth, 9, St. Annes-sq., 
Manchester.—John A. Wood, Ltd., Mount Street 
Mills, Sharston-st., Corinth-st. and -Back Mount-st., 
Harpurhey, propose part rebuilding of mill and ex- 
tensions over yard. Architects, Cruickshank & 
Seward, 196, Deansgate, Manchester.—Roberts & 
Roberts, 40, King-st., Manchester, architects for erec- 
tion of petrol filling station, service showrooms, 
garage, waiting rooms, offices and toilets on site 
fronting Victoria-ave., Blackley. for Mr. George 
Winter. p : 

Meriden.—RDC propose erection of 12 houses at 

orley. 

Ci bnesbeongh.—TP Com. approved sketch plans 
for erection of mew stores in Linthorpe-rd., for 
Messrs. Dickson and Benson. Architects, Hethering- 
ton & Wilson, County-chbrs., Westgate-rd., New- 
castle-on-Tyne.—Final plans approved for large new 
stores, for Messrs. Binns, Ltd., drapers, furnishers, 
etc. Architect, Gordon Jeeves, Catherine-st., SW1.— 
Outline application for erection of additional storey 
to premises in Linthorpe-rd., for Wright & Co., 
approved. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans prepared by Marshall & 
Tweedy, 36, Blackett-st., for extensions to shop at 
Eastcheap, for North Heaton Development Co., Ltd., 
40, Grey-st.—C. Solomon, 30, St. Mary’s-pl., archi- 
tect for rebuilding fire-damaged warehouse at Eldon- 
la., for Lamb & Edge, estate agents.—Revised plans 
approved for factory additions in City-rd., for Kahn 
& Co., Ltd. Architect. H. Gatoff, 51, Grainger-st., 
Newcastle. 

Northfleet.—BC to apply to MH and LG for con- 
sent to borrowing of loan £80,084 for erection of 60 
houses on Painters Ash estate. 
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Northumberland.—EC approved revised plans for 
proposed Bedlington Stead-la. Cty. Inf. School, to 
cost £54,000. County A, C. C. Brown, County Hall, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. AS 

Nottingham.—School building programme for 1955. 
56: Clifton High Bank Jun. Sch., 320 places (£51,392); 
Clifton Listowel Crescent RC Prim. Sch., 280 places 
(£44,044); Clifton Sec. Mod. Sch. No. 3, 680 places 
(£187,000); Bulwell Blenheim Sec. Sch., third form 
entry instalment, 510 places (£139,359); Burford In- 
fants’ Sch. completion (£24,000). Reserve list: Clif- 
ton Hall Grammar Sch. (£100,000); Sherwood Day- 
brook Vale Sec. Mod. Sch., third form entry 
instalment, 510 places (£147,262); Wilford RC Sec. 
Mod. Sch., 340 places (£92,004). 

Notts.—EC appointed W. Caparne Baldry, 30, 
Regent-st., Nottingham, as architect for - proposed 
William Lee County Prim. Sch., Calverton (£44,968 
est.); W. Saunders & Ptnrs., 24, Castle Gate, Newark, 
as architects for proposed new Balderton Sec. Mod, 
Sch. (£61,765 est.); Vallance & Westwick, White Hart- 
st., Mansfield, architects for proposed Ethel Wain- 
wright Jun. Sch. (£25,087); Evans Clark & Woollatt, 
Wheeler Gate, Nottingham, architects for proposed 
Beeston Sunnyside Farm Prim. Sch. (£44,928 est.); 
W. Haslam & Sons, Wyton Chambers, Newcastle- 
ave., Worksop, as architects for proposed Kilton Hill 
Prim. Sch., Worksop (£44,968 est.). 

Penritha—UDC propose erection of aged persons’ 
dwellings between Elm-ter. and Blue Bell-la. 

Redcar.—North Riding EC to erect modern school 
at Redcar, and D. C. Hall, 6, Masons Yard, Duke- 
st., London, SW1, appointed architect. 

Salford.—IC to prepare modified plans for 650 
dwellings at Lower Kersal.—Jewish Community (Com- 
munal Rabbi, Dr. A. Altmann) considering erection 
of 1,000 seated synagogue in Bury New-rd. area of 
Higher Broughton.—British Electricity Authority pro- 
pose extensions to Agecroft Power Station, £15 m. est. 

Scarborough.—TC submitted to MH and LG par- 
ticulars of scheme for branch library at Eastfield — 
A. Moore & Son, builders, Seamer-rd., Scarborough, 
to erect two blocks of six flats each at Holbeck-cl — 
Quartons (Wholesale), Ltd., Marlborough-st., Castle- 
td., Scarborough, propose garage and fruit warehouse, 
staff flats, canteen, sales department, private hotel and 
cold store.—W. B. Blanchard, 29, George-st., Hull, 
architect for proposed Methodist Church hall at West- 
way.—Wilkinson, Smith & Brittlebank, Martins Bank- 
chbrs., Westborough, prepared plans for showroom 
gs Thomas-st., for County Garages (Scarborough), 
t 


Skelmersdale.—Consent received by BC to borrow- 
ing of £31,286 for erection of 25 houses on Manor 
House Farm site at Skelmersdale from MH and LG. 

Skelton (Yorks).—Samuel Morrison & Ptnrs., Full- 
st., Derby, appointed architects by North Riding EC 
for new primary school at Skelton. 

Tynemouth.—A. & E. Brannen, builders, Trevor- 
terr., North Shields, to erect six houses in Harting- 
ton-rd.—J. P. Neylon, builder, Whitley Bay, to erect 
six bungalows in Sheringham-ave.—T. H. Rigby, i, 
Parkside, Tynemouth, to erect 14 houses on Ingleside 
Estate, to plans by Haswell & Son, 77, Tyne-st., 
North Shields—A. E. Appleton, Mariners-rd., North 
Shields, to build 10 terrace houses near Ayres-terr.— 
Tasker & Child, 25, New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, preparing plans for club house, for Percy Park 
Rugby Football Club.—South Northumberland Co-op. 
Societies, Ltd., to construct garage and workshop 
accommodation, offices and chapel in John-st., Culler- 
coats, for proposed funeral furnishing dept.—Plans 
approved for bus depot additions at Norham-ter., for 
Northern General Transport Co., Ltd., Gateshead.— 
Loan sanction has been received for £16,503 for the 
erection of 12 terrace houses in Verne-rd. 

Tynemouth.—Hsg. Com. approved in_ principle 
plans for proposed five-storey blocks of flats and 
maisonettes at east end of North Shields. Whole 
scheme, est. cost £750,000, and architects, A. 
Tasker & Austin Child, Trinity-bldgs., 25, 
Bridge-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Wallsend.—Two new schools for Willington Quay 
area sanctioned: (1) RC school, cost over £40,000; 
(2) County Sec. Mod. school, cost £140,250. In 
addition, County Authority to build infants’ school. 

West Bromwich.—Sandwell Casting Co., Ltd., 
Bank-st., Foundry, West Bromwich, propose erection 
of factory at Whitehall-rd. Architects, Harrison & 
a County Chambers, Corporation-st., Birming- 
am. 

_Wolverhampton.—EC propose erection of Under- 
hill Cty. Jun. Sch. (£50,300 est.) in 1955-56 schools 
programme. 

Worcester.—TC to engage private architects to pre- 
pare plans for extensions to Guildhall. 

Worsley.—BC to borrow nearly £100,000 for erection 
of 47 houses at Hill Top and another 24 houses at 
Grosvenor-rd., Walkden. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Barnes.—Erection of 72 flats, 12 lock-up garages at 
Priests Bridge, Upper Richmond-rd.. SW14, for TC. 
W. R. Shepherd, AMICE, FRICS, BE&S. Quantities 
by Pritchard. William & Hunt, F/FRICS:— 
Y. J. Lovell & Sons, Ltd., W2 x A 
Wates, Ltd., Norbury .. py = 
Speirs, Ltd., Westminster .. 

J. A. Tyler & Sons, Ltd., SW7 
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“INSULIGHT’”’ Hollow Glass Blocks give a room a restful 

atmosphere. Light from beyond shines through them, softly, evenly, 

with no loss of privacy. Sounds are muted to the gentlest of murmurs. Heat losses are 
checked. ‘“INSULIGHT” Hollow Glass Blocks, in fact, combine the solidity 


of walls and the translucency of windows in a unique and highly decorative way. 


“INSULIGES’ HoLtow GLASS BLOCKS 


PeRLE?PBetTee 8R8CTSR-£OS Ltst tes 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE USE OF GLASS IN BUILDING, CONSULT THE TECHNICAL SALES AND SERVICE DEPT., ST. HELENS, 
LANCS. (ST. HELENS 4001), OR SELWYN HOUSE, CLEVELAND ROW, ST. JAMES’S, LONDON, S.W.1 (WHITEHALL 5672-46). SUPPLIES ARE 
AVAILABLE THROUGH THE USUAL TRADE CHANNELS. “INSULIGHT” is a registered trade mark of Pilkington Brothers Limited. HGB. I2 





Steel Shuttering 


The simplest... most economical 
++. Most adaptable shuttering for 
concrete construction. After 
more than 30 years’ experience 
‘Blawforms’ are still unequalled 

in getting down to the lowest 
handling cost per cubic yard 

of placed concrete. ‘Blawforms’ 
are offered for sale or hire 
—further information 

and prices gladly supplied. 


THE BUILDER 


Use BLAWFORMS 4 


and cut your costs! 


BLAW KNOX LIMITED (Box 113) - 90-94 Brompton Road, $.W.3 - Tel.: KENsington 5151 
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... this is the stuff to make the 

grease and grime fly! The painting 

surface is left clean and 

sweet, ready for a thoroughly first-class 


ween MANGERS 
SUGAR SOAP 


SPECIALLY MADE FOR CLEANING PAINT 


Enquiries to your local stockist or 
J. Manger & Son Ltd., 

57d, Kingsland High Street, 
London, E.8. 
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BUY WISELY ~BUY RIGHT 
YOUR PROBLEMS SOLVED 
BY-FIBONITE 


Sole Selling Agents in the U.K. : 
Wm. Brandts (Wallply) Utd., 36 Fenchurch St., london, £..3 
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w. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston 
John Nickolls. Ltd.. Cosham. . ah 
G. Ward (Ealing), Ltd., Ealing 
Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., W6 
William Willet, Ltd., SW1 
The Unit Construction Co., 
Bengos Construction Co., Gravesend re 

Orchard & Peer (Lon.), Ltd., Wimbledon. . 

*Tersons, Ltd., 4, Dollis Park, Finchley .. 

Barnsley.—Works for TC:—Eight aged persons’ 
dwellings at Carlton Grange site: *I. Parkin & Sons, 
Carlton, £9,472; 36 ‘* Unity’? houses at Athersley 
North estate: *M. Harrison & Co.. Ltd., Post Hill 
Quarries, Farnley. nr. Leeds. : 

Barry.—Fina) street works for Weston-hill and Ply- 
mouth-rd. housing sites, for TC: *Davies, Middleton 
& Davies, Ltd., Phoenix Works, Caerphilly-d., Cardiff, 

18,000. 

‘ Cheltenham.—Ten shops, 12 maisonettes and 
gerages at Lynworth estate, for TC: *Geo. Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd., £39,376. 

Chesterfield.—17 bungalows and common room at 
Old Whittington site. for TC: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., 
Lid.. London. , 

Dagenham.—Erection of 70 houses, 40 old persons’, 
bungalows, eight flats 4nd 19 garages on the Marks 
Gate estate, for BC: *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
146,642. 

‘ Deptford.—Erection of 235 flats, communal laundry, 
a clubroom, six garages and 100 tenants’ store sheds 
at Trinity estate (Grove-st. site) ext., for LCC:— 

Cc. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. Albans .. £528,110 

Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Paddington 516,884 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth .. 0) ae nED 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. .. 500,500 
Sir Lindsey Parkinson & Co., Ltd., Holborn 500,236 
Prestige & Co., Ltd., Westminster .. .. 499,703 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham 496,216 
Harry Neal, Ltd., St. Marylebone .. .. 494,471 
A. E. Symes, Ltd., Stratford mx -- 487,211 
Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., Finsbury .. 485,432 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup .. 479,817 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster .. 474,299 
*Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., Westminster 461,973 

Dudley.—Erection of factory at Birmingham-rd., for 
J. Gillott & Sons. Ltd.: *A. J. Crump & Sons, Ltd., 
Aston-rd.. Dudley. . f 

Fairlop.—Laying out of education playing fields 
and provision of ancillary buildings, for LCC 
Thames Bates & Son, Ltd., Romford 
Walter Gladding & Co., Ltd., Stepney 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., Dagenham .. 
A. E. Symes, Ltd., Stratford .. - ae 
Wm. J. Jerram, Ltd., East Ham 
Field-Davis, Ltd., Barking .. wt Pe 
Charles S. Foster & Sons, Ltd., Loughton 
W. J. Cearns, Ltd., Stratford .. a ye 
H. C. Horswill, Ltd., Forest Gate .. 

E. A. Russell, Ltd., Walthamstow .. i 
*J, & R. Rooff, Ltd., West Ham _.. .. 48,329 

Greenock.—Second section of Central Area Re- 
development ‘scheme consisting of 48 houses, etc., 
and for which the Council has had the approval of the 
Department of Health to proceed with the necessary 
services at an estimated cost of £13,381, by their 
Direct Labour Dept. Frank Burnet, & ston 
James Bell, F/ARIBA, architects. 180, Hope-st., 
Glasgow, WC2. Excavation, brick, building, and 
allied works: *J. & Robert Kirk, Ltd., Westend Con- 
tracting Works, Campbell-st., £33,425, joinery, car- 
pentry, ironmongery and allied works: *Smith & 
MacCuig, Ltd., Charles-st., £15.356; plumbing, sani- 
tary engineering and allied works: *Robert Rome & 
Son, Ltd., 176, Crow-rd., Partick, Glasgow, £7,846 

Hampstead.—Ten flats for aged persons at Water- 
croft estate, for BC: *C. B. King, Ltd., 28, Church- 
row, NW3, £13,074. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Erection of 72 houses and flats 
on the Monkton-la. housing scheme: *Direct Labour, 
£90.511. 

Howden.—Erection of* eight houses at Gilberdyke 
and eight at Newport, for RDC: *P. R. Gillatt, South 
Cave, £10.881 and £10.769. 

Howden.—Erection of 10 houses at Holme, 
RDC: tLoftus & Son, Market Weighton. 

Kilmarnock.—18 houses at Samson-ave. site, also 
one fiat and six shops at Oakbank site. N. Suther- 
land (F), and W. H. MacColl, AMInstCE, quantity 
surveyor, ‘Municipal-chbrs., Kilmarnock. Excavation, 
brick. building and allied works: *Palmer Bros., Ltd., 
Srenlap Cottages, Parthfoot, Kilmarnock, £10,233; 
joinery, carpentry, ironmongery and allied works’ D. 
Wilson & Son, Ltd., Dreghorn Contracting Works, 
Irvine. £5,948. and James Cook. The Contracting 
Works, Irvine, £5.740: rooftiling and roughcasting and 
allied works: *Matthews & Turner, Ltd., Irvine, 
£1,563, and A. M. Rubie & Sons. Irvine, £1,019; 
plaster, lathing, cement and allied works: *Direct 
Labour, £1,630 and £2,333; plumbing, sanitary engi- 
neering and allied works: *Robert Macfarlane & Co.. 
Ltd., 14, Dean-st., Kilmarnock, £2,890, and Matthew 
Maxwell, Netherton Sanitary Engineering Works, Kil- 
marnock, £2,166; steel windows and casements_ and 
allied works: *The Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 
143, Bath-st., Blythswood, Glasgow, WC2, £600. 

LCC.—Erection of three changing units at Oak- 
field playing fields:— 

Thames Bates & Son, Ltd., Romford .. £53,964 
Walter Gladding & Co., Ltd., Stepney , 

F. R. Hipperson & Son. Ltd., Dagenkam 
A. E. Symes, Ltd., Stratford .. 
Wm. J. Jerram, Ltd., East Ham 
Field-Davis, Ltd., Barking .. aa “a 
Charles S. Foster & Sons, Ltd., Loughton. . 
W. J. Cearns, Ltd., Stratford. . ry aa 
H. C. Horswill, Ltd., Forest Gate .. 

E. A. Russell, Ltd., Walthamstow .. 


‘Ltd. ‘ Feltham 


48,968 


for 
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*J. & R. Rooff, Ltd., West Ham .. ‘ain 
Architect’s. comparable estimate is £46.841. 
Construction of block containing four shops with 

12 flats above at York-hill estate extension. 

Lambeth:— 

William Mills & Sons, Ltd., Greenwich 
Bridge Walker, Ltd., Lambeth a 
S. G. & A. Agombar, Beckenham .. 
M. Howard (Mitcham), Ltd., Mitcham 
T. Ringham & Co., Ltd., Wimbledon 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham .. pe 
Woodcock Bros. (Wimbledon), Ltd., 
Wimbledon re ope ie me = 

*A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham. . 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £34,392. 


Erection of cty. sec. sch. at Hurlingham area 
(Fulham West). The project is included in the school 
building programme for 1954-55:— 

Prestige & Co.. Ltd., Westminster .. . £276,016 
Holloway Bros. Ltd.. West- 

minster a .. 270,852 
Demolition Co, Bed; 

Westminster .. ‘> <s = .. 263,914 
A. E. Symes, Ltd., Stratford. . ae 261,240 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. 260,571 

260,286 
259,650 
257,665 


48,329 


.. £38,214 
.2 , Soe 
36,545 
35,471 
35,025 
34,782 


34,751 
33,440 


(London), 


& Construction 


Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Paddington 

C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. Albans 
G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster .. 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., 

Westminster .. ‘es ay it oa 
Tersons, Ltd., Finchley aA 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth .. as x 
*Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Westminster 247,975 

Comparable estimate of Messrs Richard Sheppard 
& Partners, the architects responsible for the scheme, 
is £255,000. 

Levington (Suffolk).—Main laboratory buildings of 
new Research Station for Fisons, Ltd.. *J. Gerrard 
& Sons, Ltd., Manchester. Architects are Messrs. 
Johns & Slater, of Ipswich, and the Quantity 
Surveyors, Parmenter, Caston & Porritt, also of 
Ipswich, £344,024. 

Levington (Suffolk).—Farm cottages and farm build- 
ings associated with the Research Station for Fisons, 
Ltd. *George A. Kenny & Sons, Ltd., Ipswich, 
£44,363 and £19,479, respectively. 

Liverpool.—Works for City Council:—Alterations 
and additions to factory No. 5, Speke: *McK. S 
(Contractors), Ltd., 245/9, East Prescot-rd., 
pool, £23,715; restoration of north and west facades 
and section of front facade at the Town Hall: *Wm. 
Moss & Sons, Ltd., £19,356; war damage repairs at 
Breckside Park Engineering Works: *Rimmer Bros. 
(Liverpool), Ltd., Cheadle-ave., Liverpool 13, £7,346; 
28 houses on isolated sites at Speke: *Unit Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., Speke Boulevard, Speke, £43,894; 25 
dwellings at New Henderson-st.: *R. J. Barton & 
Sons, Ltd., 666a, Liverpool-rd., Ainsdale, Southport, 
£51,612; 18 flats at Fountains-rd.: *R. J. Barton & 
Sons, Ltd.,- £36,334; 24 flats at Hughes-st.: *Scaris- 
brick Contractors & Haulage Co., Ltd., 81, Dale-st.. 
Liverpool, £41,303; construction of Booster Pumping 
Station buildings and two cottages at Bickerton: 
*Whitchurch (Salop) Contractors, Ltd., Castle Hill, 
Whitchurch, Salop, £24,433. (All subject to 
approval.) 

Liverpool.—Extensions to premises at 9/15, 
Church-st.. for Wm. Henderson & Sons. Ltd.: *Wm. 
Thornton & Sons. Ltd.. 38. Wellington-rd., Liverpool. 


(London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 


laced :— 
co Heating installations, Mumford, Bailey & 
Preston, Ltd., 22a, MHoldenhurst-rd., Bournemouth. 
Somerset: Asphalting, A. E. Farr, Ltd., Station-rd., 
Westbury, Wilts. Hants: Fencing, Durafencing (Lon- 
don), Ltd., Millbrook Station, Millbrook-rd., South- 
ampton, Hants; Civil engineering works, A. E. Farr, 
Ltd., Station-rd., Westbury, Wilts; Building works, 
John Hunt, Ltd., South Wharf, Cleveland-rd., Gos- 
port, Hants. Lancs: Relaying railway track, Henry 


“W6. 


Liver-. 
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Boot & Sons, Ltd., Banner Cross Hall, Sheffield 11; 
Construction of hardstandings, J. R. Ashall, Ltd., 
Greenway, Manchester-rd., Paddington, Warrington; 
Painting. work, Gilmours (Manchester), Ltd., 2, 
Herbert-st., Stretford, Manchester; Resheeting hangars, 
Manchester Slate Co., Ltd., Colman-st., Fishergate, 
Preston; Resurfacing roads, Penmaenmawr & Trinidad 
Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., India-bldgs., Water-st., 
Liverpool 2. Kent: Reconstruction of roads, John 
Mowlem & Co., Ltd., 91, Ebury Bridge-rd., SW1. 
Hants: Heating installation, Mumford, Bailey & 
Preston, Ltd., 22a, Holdenhurst-rd., Bournemouth; 
Asphalting roofs, Limmer & Trinidad Lake Asphalte 
o., Ltd., Hut Hill Works, Chandlersford, nr. East- 
leigh, Hants; Extension of automatic sprinkler system, 
Mather & Platt, Ltd.. Great Smith-st., Westminster, 
SWI. Somerset: Painting work, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, 
Ltd., Chancellor’s Works, Topsham-rd., Topsham, 
Exeter. Essex: Civil engineering works, Coseley, Engin- 
eering Co., Ltd., Dock Meadow-dr., Lanesfield, nor. 
Wolverhampton. Monmouthshire: Civil engineering 
works, Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Hammersmith-gr., 
Hants: Building works, Wilson Lovatt & -Sons, 
Clarence-st., Wolverhampton; Fencing, John 
Ltd., South Wharf, Cleveland-rd., Gosport, 


Ltd., 
Hunt, 
Hants. 
London (Air Ministry).—List of new works contracts 
to the value of £500 or over placed by the Directorate 
of Contracts for week ended October 2:— 
Construction of sewage disposal works, Thos. Van- 
stone & Sons, Ltd., 240 Union-st., Torquoy; construc- 
tion of vehicular subway, Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
Hammersmith-gr., W.6; resurfacing work, General 
Asphalte Co., Ltd.. 56, Milk-st., Digbeth, Birming- 
ham, 5; provision of heating services, La Mont Steam 
Generator, Ltd., 83/87 Crawford-st., W1, and Z. D. 
Berry & Sons, Ltd., 16/18, Regency-st., SWI. 
London (British ' Railways).—Contracts placed by 
Eastern Region:— f 
The British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., Crown 
House, Aldwych, London, WC2, Manufacture, supply, 
erection and maintenance of 6.3kV metal clad switch- 
gear at Temple Mills wagon shops and marshalling 
yard. Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd., 
Trafford Park, Manchester 17, Manufacture and 
supply of two 500 KVA and two 1,000 KVA trans- 
formers and additional equipment for Temple Mills 
Marshalling Yard, reconstruction of wagon shops. 
William Sindall, Ltd., Gloucester-st., Cambridge, Con- 
struction of Flash Butt Welder Building, saw and 
drill shop and erection of gantry at Chesterton Junc- 
tion Central Permanent Way depot. Tersons, Ltd., 
4, Dollis-park, Finchley, London, N3, Renewal of 
permanent way in the King’s Cross district. George 
Simpson (London), Ltd.,.53, Ebury-st., London, SW], 
Reconstruction of roof to engine shed and repairs at 
Barnsley Motive Power depot. Hewins & Goodhand, 
Ltd., Eleanor-st., Grimsby, Construction of messroomr 
and lavatory accommodation for carriage cleaners and 
motive power staff at Cleethorpes. W. Malthouse, 
Ltd., Derbyshire-la., Sheffield 8, Construction of mess- 
room and lavatory accommodation at Chesterfield 
(Midland) Goods depot. 
London (MOW).—Contracts placed by Ministry 
of Works for week ended September 25:— 
London: New Century House, 28/34, Eagle-st., 
WCIl1, internal decorations, J. W. Green (Painters), 
Ltd., 171, Graham-rd., SW19; Waterloo Bridge House, 
SE1, internal decorations, F. Troy & Co., Ltd., 131, 
Great Suffolk-st., SE1. Angus: Coastguard station, 
Usan, improvements to cottages, R. Thomson & Sons, 
Ltd., 19, Bridgefield, Stonehaven. Cheshire: Ministry 
of Supply Storage Depot, Chelford, Nr. Stockport. 
repair and treatment of felted flat roofs, D. Andersor 
& Son, Ltd., Park-rd., Stretford, Manchester. Essex: 
HPO, Harlow, erection of Stage 1, W. and C. French, 
Ltd., Buckhurst Hill, Essex; Post Office, Epping, 
alterations to public office, F. M. Noble & Son, Ltd., 
High-st., Chipping Ongar, Essex. 
Following contracts omitted from last return for 
week-ended September 18 
Glamorganshire: Chase Farm Hostel Site, Morris- 
ton, Swansea, erection and completion of 20 houses 
for the HO Prison Commission, Isaac Jones (Llanelly), 
Ltd., Temple Works, Furnace, Llanelly. Gloucester- 
shire: _NAB -Hostel, Springfield Lodges. Blockley, 
adaptations to provide family units, T. Williams & 
Sons (Longborough), Ltd., The Brook, Longborough, 
Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucester. Herefordshire : 
Ministry of Supply Depot, Rotherwas, redecorations. 
of buildings Nos. 701-706, etc., Clark & Fenn, Ltd., 
183, Springfield-rd., Birmingham, 13. Kent: Tele- 
phone Exchange, Bromley, internal decorations, Page 
& Wright, Ltd., 2/4, Bickley-rd., Bromley, Kent. 
Lancashire: Mosside Institution, Maghull, constructior 
of new kitchen and extension to nurses’ home, Tysons 
(Contrs.), Ltd., Dryden-st., Liverpool, 5; Ministry of 
Health, Mossley Hill Hospital, Park-av., Liverpool, 18, 
external and internal decorations, George Jones 
Son (Contrs.), Ltd.. 91. Everton-rd., Liverpool 6. 
Northamptonshire: TSO Trinity-st., Peterborough, 
extensions, Clifford Jellings, Ltd., ‘obden-st.. 
Peterborough, Northants. Surrey: Govt. Standard 
Building, Hook Rise, Tolworth, internal decoration, 
J. W. Green (Painters), Ltd.. 171, Graham-rd., SW19, 
Yorkshire: HM Customs House, North-st., Commer- 
cial-st.. Middlesbrough, stonework repairs to North-st. 
and Commercial-st elevations, Reparations-Dreyfus, 
Ltd., 129, Gt. Suffolk-st., SE1. 
{London (War Dept.).—Contracts 
Dent. for week ended September 25: 
Durham: Painting, W. T. Pickering & Sons, Ltd., 
Stockton-on-Tees. Yorks: Roadwork, Walter G- 
Birch (Harrogate), Ltd., Harrogate. Northumberland: 
Roadwork. Alston Limestone Co., Ltd.. Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. Staffs: Building, Sir R. McAlpine & Son, 
Ltd., Wolverhampton. Essex: Demolitions, The De- 
molition & Construction Co., Ltd., London. Kent: 
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Painting, George Jones & Son (Contractors), 
London. Building, Hawkins Bros. (Contrac- 


tors), Ltd., 
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THE BUILDER 


Macclesfield.—Extensions to King’s School. Archi- 
tect. R. A. Riselevy. Macclesfield: *Cooper Bros. & 
John Clavton. Ltd.. Macclesfield. 

Maidenhead.—Six shops with maisonettes over at 
Pinknevs estate, for BC. Plans and quantities by 
Boro’ E: *Waymins, Ltd., 22, Luddington-ave., Vir- 
ginia Water, Surrey. £19,648. 

Manchester.—Following for Reg. Hospital Brd.:— 
Erection of two-storey villas at Roval Albert Hospital, 
Lancaster: *A. O. Thoms. Wheatfield-st.. Lancaster, 
£48,169: erection of ward for 50 patients at Lancaster 
Moor Hospital: *Nicholson & Wright, Ltd., Willow- 
la., Lancaster, £31,214: erection of two single-storey 
ward units at Swinton Hospital: *J. Gerrard & Sons, 
Ltd., Swinton, Manchester, £29,957: alterations to 
wards 7 and 9 at Lancaster Moor Hospital: *Wood & 
Brook, Ltd., King’s-cres.. Morecambe, £18,339. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. —Gymnasium at St. James’s 
Park, for Newcastle United Football Club: *G. Wim- 
pey & Co., Ltd., Orchard House, Jesmond, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Northumberland.—Construction of a mineral rail- 
way between Lynemouth and Woodhorn collieries, for 
the National Coal Brd. Consulting Engineers: Maun- 
sell, Posford & Pavry, Abbey House, Victoria-st., 
Westminster, SWI: * Holloway Bras., Ltd., London. 

Penrith.—Erection of six houses at Croft-ter.: *J. 
Kitchen, Lowther-st., Penrith. 

Port Glasgow.—Third development of Park Farm 
housing scheme, comprising 98 houses. Architects, 
Frank Burnet & Boston & Bell, F/ARIBA, 180, Hope- 
st., Glasgow, WC2: *Blackburn (Dumbarton), Ltd., 
Castle-st. and Levenbank, Jamestown, Dumbarton- 
shire, £109,548 (subject to approval of Dept. of 
Heaith) 

Poulton-le-Fylde.—Erection of Highcross Hotel, 
Hardhorn: *L. G, Middleton, Ltd., Cocker-st. estate, 
Cocker-st., Blackpool. 

Sandbach.—Extensions to sorter for Murgaltroyds 
Salt and Chemical Co.. Ltd.: *J. Gerrard & Sons, 
Ltd., Swinton, nr. Manchester. 

Scarborough.—Erection of 16 old people’s flats on 
the Barrowcliff estate: *Mollekin Bros., Scarborough, 
£12,832. 

Sedgefield.—Erection of four houses at Cleves Cross 
and two at Trimdon Grange, for RDC: *Direct 
Labour. 

South Shields.—Conversion of Dorset Café, Ocean- 
rd., into furniture showrooms, for Cromwells, Ltd. 
Architect, C. Solomon, 30, St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne: *J. G. Spotswood, Ltd., Heaton-rd.. New- 
castle-on-Tyne, £6,000. 
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Stamford.—24 houses (five-person type), 18 houses 
(four-person type) and six old: people’s dwellings 
Drift estate: {Morton Potter, Ltd., Leicester, £60,923, 

Tynemouth.—Erection of 216 houses and flats a 
Chirton Grange North, for TC: Mey Leech, Ltd. 
2, Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £274,708. 

Tynemouth.—Erection of service garage at Harting. 
ton-rd. Architects, Haswell & Son. 77, Tyne-st,, 
North Shields: *A. & E. Brannen, Trevor-ter., North 
Shields. 

Wandsworth.—Seven houses and 15 flats at Clapham 
Park estate ext., for LCC:— 
Percy Bilton, Ltd., Westminster . .. £54,256 
A. T. Rowley (London), Ltd., Tottenham .. 

Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich é ee 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. 
Clarke Barton & Co., Ltd., Belmont. 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 

Cheam .. P r us 
Herbert Richardson & Sons, Ltd., Erith |. 
The Bunting Construction Co., Ltd., 

Lambeth 
M. Howard (Mitcham), “Ltd., 
*Tersons, Ltd., Finchley 

Whitley Bay.—Erection of 20 ‘bungalows at Hartley 
South Farm estate: *Haverys Contractors, Ltd, 
Dunn-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Whitley Bay.—Rebuilding Masonic Hall, Whitley. 
rd. Architect, William Stockdale, 73, Howard-st,, 
North Shields: *Benjantin Peel, Ltd., East Mill Works, 
North Shields (work started). 

Whitley Bay.—Erection of church hall, 
Peter’s Church, Monkseaton. 
Honeyman, 6, Eldon-sq., Newcastle- on-Tyne: 
Gofton (Monkseaton), Ltd., Front-st., 
£14,000. 

Wolverhampton.—Six pairs of police houses at 
Sandy-la., Bushbury, and Beech-cl., Oxley: *Direct 
Labour, £19,317. 

Wolverhampton.—14 dwellings at Beech-cl., Oxley, 
for TC: *K. S. Rock & Co., Ltd.. Little Poulteney. 
st., £16,126. 

Woolwich.—105 houses, 70 flats, 30 tenants’ 
and 13 garages on the Blithdale-rd. site, for LCC 
The Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Feltham.. £399,400 
Halse & Sons, Ltd., Woolwich . 394 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich .. x 
Gee, Walker & Slater, 'Ltd., Westminster .. 

The Bunting Construction Co.,- Led, 

Lambeth 
M. J. ba aaa (Contractors), Ltd., ” North 

West- 


Mitcham 


etc., at . 
Architect, H. 

*R. - 
Monkseaton, 


Stores 


Chea 
W. &F. Muni, Sons & ‘Cooke, Ltd., 
‘minster : 
Rush & Tompkins, Ltd., Sidcup 
*Tersons, Ltd., Finchley .. 
Wrexham.—Extensions to premises ‘at St. 
cres., for Rogers & Jackson, Ltd.: *A. E. 
Son, 53, Court-rd., Wrexham. 
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